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PREFACE 

I'll  ✓  i  L  t 

This  inventory  of  Washington  County  records  constitutes  a  part 
of  a  goneral  guide  to  the  county  archives  of  Indiana.     It  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  of  this  state,  operating 
as  a  separate  project  under  the  T7orks  Progress  Administration. 

The  survey  of  state  and  local  historical  records  in  Indiana 
was  instituted  on  February  19,  1936,  as  part  of  a  nation-wide  under- 
taking under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans,    Samuel  J. 
Kagan,  state  archivist  of  the  Indiana  History  and  Archives  Division 
of  the  State  Library,  v/as  assigned  to  lead  the  project  as  State 
Director.    In  the  beginning  the  Survey  was  closely  associated  with 
the  Writers'  Project.    On  September  23,  1936,  the  Historical  Records 
Survey  was  nominally  as  v.oll  as  factually  mado  independent  of  the 
Writers1  Project.    In  general,  it  has  from  its  very  inception  acted 
as  a  separate  and  independent  unit  of  Federal  Project  Ho.  1. 

The  aim  and  purpose  of  the  survey  of  county  records  in  Indiana 
has  been  to  furnish  the  officials  of  the  local,  state,  and  national 
governments,  students  of  history,  lawyers,  and  genealogists,  and;  the 
gonoral  citizenry  interested  in  the  county  records,  with  a  convenient 
tool  for  uoe  in  consulting  then.    It  is  the  objoot  of  the  Survey 
to  make  the  valuable  source  materials  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Indiana  courthouses  and  other  public  buildings,  available  and  more 
accessible  to  those  who  may  be  in  need  of  them.    It  is  our  hope 
that  the  information    contained  in  this  inventory  will  arouse  greater 
interest  in  state  and  looal  historical  records  and  will  encourage 
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officials  to  continue  tho  improvement  of  methods  for  the  preserva- 
tion end  safekeeping  of  these  records. 

The  fiold  v.'ork  of  tho  survey  of  ".'.ashington  County  v/as  begun 
on  Llorch  16,  1936,  under  the  district  supervision  of  Mrs.  Cannon 
YJhitcher,  who  was  succeeded  "by  Elizabeth  Howe.    The  field  workers 
wore  Katherine  Loftus  and  Ethel  TTalkup  of  New  Albany.    It  was 
completed  on  April  5,  1S56.    Many  visits,  hov/ever,  have  since  been 
made  to  the  county  courthouse  to  check  and  recheck  the  information 
contained  herein,  the  final  recheck  having  been  made  in  September . 1937# 

There  are  ninety-two  counties  in  Indiana.    Yfaen  the  survey 
of  county  archives  is  completed  a  separate  volume  is  to  be  devoted 
to  each  county  inventory  in  the  state.    Y.ashington  County  is  No.  88. 

The  inventory  proper  is  procodod  by  a  number  of  introductory 
sections  to  enlighten  the  reader  concerning  facts  and  events  forming 
the  background  and  basis  of  the  records.    The  entries  for  the 
record  series  are  carried  in  consecutive  numbering  for  the  county, 
the  bureaus  are  arranged  in  functional  order:    Governing  boards; 
major  administrative  offices;  judicial  offices;  and  financial, 
educational,  health,  engineering,  and  other  groups.  7/herever 
applicable,  natural  groupings  under  separate  headings  are  made 
within  the  bureau,  and  the  entries  are  arranged  thereunder  also 
according  to  their  functional  sequenoe.    A  full  and  extensive  index 
following  the  inventory  will  help  the  reader  locate  records  with  a 
minimum  of  inconvenience  and  effort. 

The  editing  of  this  inventory  has  been  conducted  by  an  editorial 
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staff  of  some  forty  men  and  womon,  whose  labors  we  deeply  appreciate 
and  wish  to  recognize  forthwith,  captained  "by  Harry  A.  Rider, 
Editor;  John  R.  Milligan  in  charge  of  accession  and  classifying; 
Louise  ITation  in  charge  of  checking;  Canis  E.  Erockway  in  charge 
of  condensing;  Julius  Salman,  legal  advisor;  and  Howard  G.  Underwood, 
historical  research  editor. 

Tho  original  survey  was  made  in  the  field  under  the  direction 
of  the  State  Director  and  ccrofully  checked  and  compiled  in  the 
form  of  this  inventory  in  the  State  Office.    Of  the  industrious 
and  painstaking  devotion  to  his  task  of  each  and  every  person  who 
had  a  part  in  tho  Survey  we  are  keenly  aware,  and  we  regret  that 
wo  cannot  commend  "by  name  tho  sorvicos  of  all  who  have  contributed 
to  the  publication  of  this  volume. 

The  Survey  is  indobted  to  county  officials;  to  the  Stute  "Works 
Progress  Administration;  to  Kenneth  E.  Lancet,  Acting  Director  of 
"('omen's  and  irofossional  Projects,  who  has  rendered  the  Survey  a 
great  personal  service  in  the  administering  of  the  project;  and  to 
Dr.  Christopher  E.  Coleman,  who  has  takon  personal  initiative  and 
interest  in  behalf  of  the  Survey  in  giving  technical  advice  to  the 
project. 

S.  J.  Kagan,  State  Director 
The  Historical  Records  Survey 
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FOREWORD 


A  guido  to  county  and  township  records  in  Indiana  has  long  boon 
nooded  by  both  local  offioials  and  tho  general  public.    The  "Works 
Progress  Administration  project  called  tho  Historioal  Reoords  Survey 
is  the  first  attempt  to  supply  this  need.    Few  moro  useful  fields  of 
employment  oould  have  been  found  than  the  survey  of  local  and  stato 
historical  records,  evon  though  the  work  inevitably  presonted  unusual 
difficulties.    Tho  conplotion  of  the  survey  of  historical  records  in 
Indiana  is  a  source  of  genuine  satisfaction. 

Yfe  are  indebted  first  of  all  to  the  V.'orks  Progress  Administration 
for  providing  for  tho  survey  and  finanoing  it.    The  National  Director 
of  tho  projeot,  Dr.  Luthor  H.  Brans,  assured  a  fruitful  produot  of  the 
work  by  ably  outlining  it  and  drafting  the  forms  to  be  usod  by  the 
field  workers  so  as  to  insure  the  greatest  completeness  with  the  least 
likolihood  of  errors.    Eo  and  his  assistants  have  done  all  that  was 
possible  for  this  nation-wido  survey.    Samuel  J.  Kagan,  State  Dirootor 
of  Indiana,  deservos  great  credit  for  his  energy  and  ability  in 
organising  tho  office  and  field  forces  which  have  oarriod  out  the 
pro^oct.    To  assemble  and  organize  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  in  a  now  lino  of  work  in  whioh  thore  were  very  few  local 
preooients,  and  to  oomleto  a  survoy  of  the  oounty  records  in  all  the 
ninety-two  counties,  including  the  townships,  at  first,  seemed  almost 
impossible  of  accomplishment  within  a  year»    It  has,  however,  been 
accomplished. 
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An  advisory  cornittoo  ha3  helped  guide  -work  upon  the  projeotj  though 
no  meetings  were  hold,  its  members  in  many  instances  were  a  great  help. 
A  word  of  appreciation  rust  be  recorded  here  for  the  oounty  officers  who 
courtoousiy  gave  the  representatives  of  the  survey  aooo38  to  the  records 
in  thoir  offices  and  oooporatod  in  the  making  of  the  survey.  Espooially 
is  the  state  indebted  to  those  officers  who  ride  possible  the  photo- 
graphing  of  old  records  for  preservation  in  a  central  depository* 

CHRISTOPHER  B.  CuLi&iAN 

Director,  Indiana  Historical  Bureau 

and 

Chairman,  Advisory  Committee 
Historical  Records  Survey. 
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PART  A.  WASHINGTON  COUHTY  AND  ITS  RECORDS  SYSTEM 
1.    HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

Indiana's  early  history  is  traceable  to  "both  French  and  English, 
Landing  at  Jamestown  in  1607,  English  immigrants  headed  west  but,  as 
they  settled  the  country  on  their  way,  they  came  slowly.    The  Frenoh 
founded  Quebec  in  1608  and  began  a  series  of  explorations.  Their 
object  was  the  rich  fur  trade  with  the  Indians..    Jesuit  mission- 
aries sought  to  convert  the  Indian  tribes.    The  search  of  the  Frenoh 
soon  took  them  into  tho  western  wilderness.    By  1634  they  were  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Huron.    By  1672  they  had  penetrated  into  present 
Indiana  and  along  the  Kankakee  Rivor.    LaSalle,  their  leader,  de- 
scended the  Mississippi  River,  and  on  April  9,  1682,  hoisted  the 
French  flag  where  Hew  Orleans  now  stands  and  claimed  the  whole  re- 
gion for  his  oountry,  naming  it  Louisiana  after  his  King.  This 
ambitious  gesturo  included  present  Tiashington  County.    By  1719  French- 
men were  trading  trinkets  for  the  Indians'  valuable  furs  on  sites 
nor;  occupiod  by  Vincennes  and  Fort  Yfayne.    7/hile  material  profits 
failed  of  realization  for  the  London  capitalists,  additional  expeditions 
wore  sent  over  and  by  1750  the  two  peoples  of  Europe  were  quarreling 
over  the  sovereignty  of  the  present  Middle  Ytest. 

This  led  to  the  French  and  Indian  V.rar,  with  the  Indians  for  -the 
most  part  lined  up  with  the  French  against  the  English.    After  sewn 
years  of  war  a  treaty  was  signed  at  Paris,  February  10,  1763,  coding 
all  the  French  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the  site 
of  Hew  Orloans,  to  Great  Britain.    British  dominion,  however,  was 

(5) 


Historical  Sketch 


6 


destined  to  be  short-lived.    During  the  Revolutionary  Vfar,  George 
Rogers  Clark  of  Virginia  led  a  successful  expedition  against  the 
British  forts  in  the  Vifest,  and  Virginia,  invoking  her  royal  charter, 
claimed  tho  entire  region  to  the  Mississippi  River  "on  the  Y/ostorn 
side  of  tho  Ohio",  designating  it  Illinois  County.    In  1784  Virginia 
was  persuaded  to  cede  Illinois  County  to  the  United  States.  Throe 
years  later,  provision  was  made  for  its  government,  and  its  name 
was  changed  to  northwest  Territory.    From  this  territory  Indiana 
was  provisionally  organi-  ;d  in  1800  and  admitted  to  the  Union  on 
December  16,  1816. 

The  area  of  approximately  523  square  miles  comprising  Washing- 
ton County  is  located  in  the  south  central  part  of  Indiana,  one 
county  removed  from  tho  Ohio  River.    On  the  north  lies  Jackson 
County,  on  the  east  Scott  and  Clark  Counties,  on  the  south  Crawford, 
Eorrison,  and  Floyd  Counties,  and  on  the  west  Lav/renoe  and  Orange 
Counties.    In  size  Washington  ranks  fifth  among  the  ninety-two 
counties  of  the  state. 

The  topography  affords  a  variety  of  contrasts,  making  the 
scenery  most  attractive.    Clifty,  Delaney'3,  and  Elk  Creeks  flow 
north,  emptying  into  the  Muscatatuck  River  and  Tfhite  River  on  the 
north  boundary.    Bluo  Hiver  with  its  tributaries  flows  southwest 
The  land  bordering  these  streams  is  broken  and  hilly,  rising  to 
"knobs"  with  a  maximum  of  960  feet  above  sea  level  along  the  eastern 
border.    Gently  rolling  low  land  called  "barrens"  is  found  in  the 
western  part.    This  natural  formation  offers  a  wide  difference  in 
soils  and  geological  specimens.    Ivlany  interesting  caves  are  found 
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in  tho  rough  country,  several  of  which  contain  good  springs.  Prior 
to  settlement  tho  entire  area  was  largely  covered  with  many  kinds 
of  treos.    The  last  giant  yellow  poplar,,  measuring  eight  feet  in 
diameter,  was  felled  in  1878.    A  dense  undergrowth  covered  the 
ground,  and  wild  grapes  and  strawberries  were  readily  found.  Bears 
wallowed  in  the  caves,  v/hile  deer  and  wild  turkeys  might  have  been 
soon  as  late  as  3.845. 

The  geographioal  setting  of  Y/ashington  County  delighted  tho 
aboriginal  spirit  of  the  Indians.    The  Shawnees  pitched  their  teepees 
in  the  southwest  part  of  the  present  county,  and  the  Piankashaws 
concentrated  along  TTnite  River  to  the  north,  while  the  Delawares 
confined  their  activities  primarily  to  the  central  and  northeastern 
sections .    It  is  believed  that  the  largest  Indian  village  was  situated 
at  Beck's  Spring  about  seven  miles  south  of  the  present  oounty  seat. 
Evidence  of  other  villages  was  found  along  the  several  streams.  The 
Indians'  first  white  visitors  found  them  friendly  enough.    Indeed  the 
first  known  white  arrival,  a  man  named  Royse-.who  came  in  1802,  li-ved 
for  years  with  a  bond  of  Ox  Indians  two  miles  east  of  the  site  nono 
occupied  by  Salem.    In  1807  Tecumsoh's  brother,  the  Prophet,  visited 
hero.    Accusing  and  old  squaw  of  witchcraft,  he  caused  her  to  be 
burned  at  tho  stoke.    A3  tho  number  of  oottlers  with  their  livestook 
incrsased,  the  Indians  occasionally  stole  a  horse,  putting  the  whites 
on  the  alert.    During  the  winter  of  1811-12,  over  one  hundred  Indians 
capped  at  Spark's  Ferry.    The  following  spring  they  murdered  two  T&ite 
veterans  of  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  on  leaving  the  locality 
they  kidnapped  two  small  boys,  one  of  whom  was  killed  and  the  other 
finally  returned.    In  June  1813,  all  the  Indians  that  remained  were 
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driven  out  by  the  militia. 

It  is  thought  white  men  passed  along  the  Indian  trails  of 
present  'Washington  County  in  going  from  tho  Ohio  River  Falls  to 
Vincennes  as  early  as  1770.    In  July  1779,  General  Clark  and  his 
men  came  this  way  in  roturning  from  their  victories  on  the  V.'abash. 
In  1800,  transient  hunters  found  remains  of  white  men's  camps  two 
milos  east  of  present  Salen.    In  1S03  Thomas  Hopper  settled  on  the 
Indians'  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  present  Kardinsburg,    He  later 
acquired  ten  thousand  acres  for  speculative  purposes.    The  next  year 
Jesse  Spurgeon  of  North  Carolina  camped  with  the  Indians  at  Royse's 
Lick  in  the  central  part  of  the  present  county  and  prepared  to  bring 
his  family  tho  following  year.    About  this  time  Thomas  Poulson  stop- 
pod  near  present  Fredericksburg.    In  1807  George  Brock  of  Virginia 
came  over  from  Clark's  Grant  and  with  his  son  and  two  sons-in-law 
prepared  homes  for  their  families  near  the  future  county  seat.  In 
1808  George  Beck  and  family  established  themselves  in  present  Howard 
Township.    One  year  later  Benjamin  Brewer  of  Pennsylvania  entered  a 
tract  of  land  and  built  his  cabin  on  what  is  now  mulberry  Street 
between  Posey  and  Harrison  Streets,  Salem.    Other  pioneers  braving 
tho  wilderness  shortly  afterwards  were  the  TJrights.    They  built  a 
fort  on  the  bluff  of  Blue  River  three  miles  south  of  what  is  now 
Salem  and  became  energetio  workers  in  the  Christian  Church.    In  1811 
John  Trueblood,  a  Quaker  from  North  Carolina,  and  his  bride,  accomp- 
anied by  several  friends,  erected  a  blockhouse  four  miles  northeast 
of  the  future  county  town.    Trueblood  soon  took  an  active  part  in  the 
cultural  affairs  of  the  community.    The  same  year  the  Fleenor  Fort 
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v.-ac  constructed  in  present  "Yashington  Township  by  John  Fleonor. 
This  stronghold  was  occupied  by  the  Fleenors  and  their  nine 
children,  and  for  a  time  by  seven  other  families. 

Ond  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers  was  Ceneral  I'arston  G. 
Clark,  a  cousin  of  the  redoubtable  Gourde  Rogers  Clark,  who,  aftor 
considerable  Indian  fighting  and  activity  in  Clark  County,  sottled 
in  prosont  V.'ashington  County  in  1813.    Though  irascible  in  temper 
he  was  extremely  public  spirited  and  took  a  foremost  part  in  estab- 
lishing law  and  ordor  in  J„no  community. 

?:ost  of  the  settlers  here  came  from  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
and  Pennsylvania,  in  search  of  fertile  land  and  a  fresh  start. 
The  trackless  wilderness  quickened  their  hearts  with  hope,  and  the 
pionoers  wore  ready  for  difficult  work  and  hardships  in  securing 
their  own  freeholds;  but,  outlaws  and  desperados  likewise  saw  their 
ehanoe  of  plundering  with  little  danger.    Effective  local  government 
was  essential,  and  by  the  olose  of  1613  a  sufficient  number  of  people 
had  assembled  throughout  the  area  to  merit  county  organization. 

Title  to  the  land  lying  within  the  bounds  of  Washington  County 
was  secured  by  the  United  States  Government  from  the  Indians  in 
two  separate  tracts.    The  first  tract  included  the  southwest  corner, 
and  the  treaty  was  signod  by  the  Delaware  chiefs  August  18,  1804, 
and  by  the  Painkashaws  nine  days  later.    The  second  tract  was 
obtained  from  the  Delaware,  Potawatomi,  Miami,  Eel  River,  and  "Wea 
tribes  in  the  Treaty  at  Grouseland,  August  21,  1805.    This  land  was 
surveyed  and  platted  in  1806-07.    It  was  offered  for  sale  upon  the 
opening  of  the  government  land  office  at  Jeffersonville,  i:aroh  3,  1807. 
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Before  its  organization,  the  area  of  Washington  County  wac 
divided  betweon  the  counties  of  Clark,  Harrison,  and  Jefferson, 
affording  unsatisfactory  jurisdiction  to  the  settlers  because  of 
tho  distanco  to  tho  county  seats  and  the  difficulty  in  traveling. 
Tho  policy  of  tho  territorial  government  was  to  organize  siiallor 
countios  as  quickly  as  tho  population  warranted. 

On  Docomber  21,  1613,  the  act  ohartering  Washington  County 
was  passed.    Its  effective  date  was  made  January  17,  1G14.  The 
name  selected  commemorates  the  memory  of  George  Washington.  These 
local  officers  wore  corpus sionod  by  the  Governor  to  serve  until  an 
election  could  be  held:    YJilliom  Hoggatt,  sheriff;  Isaac  Blackford, 
clerk  and  recorder;  William  Lindley,  surveyor;  Jeneaiah  Lamb,  coroner; 
and  Jonathan  Lindley,  judge. 

The  boundary  of  Washington  County  as  given  in  the  statute  of 
organization  roads  as  follows:    "Beginning  at  Froomans1  corner,  on 
tho  meridian  lino,  thence  southwardly  with  said  line  to  tho  inter- 
section of  an  east  and  west  lino  running  through  the  contre  of  township 
one  south;  thence  with  the  some  eastward ly  to  the  summit  of  the  Silver 
creok  knobs;  thence  north-eastwardly  with  the  extreme  height,    of  ihe 
same  between  the  waters  of  Silver  Creek  and  Blue  river,  to  the  line 
dividing  ranges  six  and  seven  east;  thence  with  said  range  line  north- 
wardly to  the  Indian  boundary;  thence  with  said  boundary  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  shall  compose  one  now  county,  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  Washington."  (1) 

On  September  1,  1S14,  a  triangular  tract,  comprising  approxi- 
mately 540  square  miles  and  adjoining  Washington  County  on  tho  north, 
v/as  temporarily  attached.  (2) 
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Effective  January  1,  1816  the  north  boundary  was  changed  to 
township  throe  north,  thence  vest  to  the  loisoatatuck  River,  and 
continuing  down  V.hito  Rivor  to  the  west  boundary.  (3)    This  change 
materially  reduced  the  county's  area,    A  further  reduction  -was  effected 
February  1,  1816,  when  the  west  boundary  "was  transposed  to  "the  line 
dividing  sections  sixteen  and  sevonteen  in  range  two  east,"  (4) 

Tho  fourth  change,  also  causing  a  reduction,  was  made  on  the 
east  boundary,  effective  February  1,  1820,    The  line  was  moved  to 
the  liuscatatuck  River  where  "a  land  line  running  due  south  will 
touch  the  southwest  comor  of  section  thirty-two,  township  two 
north,  in  rango  six  east"  thence  east  to  Clark  County,  (5)    In  this 
vicinity  the  east  and  west  lino  was  movod  north  two  miles  to  town- 
ship two  north  on  Docomber  26,  1C20.  (6)    The  boundary  separating 
Washington  and  Scott  Counties  "cas  again  changed  February  16,  1839, 
ro suiting  in  a  loss  of  approximately  five  and  three-fourths  square 
miles.  (7) 

In  redefining  oounty  boundaries  in  1842-43,  a  slight  change 
was  made  in  the  line  separating  Washington  and  Clark  Counties, 
iciving  the  total  area  much  the  same  as  before.  (8)    On  January  14, 
1846,  the  boundary  between  Washington  and  Clark  Counties  was  restored 
to  tho  original  lino  givon  in  tho  aot  of  organization.  (9) 

Washington  and  Clark  Counties,  however,  continuod  to  debate 
tho  definite  boundary  until  it  was  surveyed  and  finally  settled  on 
1  .-oh  7,  1873.  (10)    The  resulting  ohange  of  territory  in  this  rough, 
unsettled  district  was  small. 
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The  county  seat  locating  commissioners  chose  the  site  at  the 
forks  of  Blue  Rivor  and  Brock  Creek  because  of  its  central  location, 
the  water  power  available  for  mills,  and  the  springs  in  the  vicinity. 
The  county  purchased  ono  hundred  sovonty-f6ur  acres  from  Bonjamin 
Brewer  and  William  Lindley,  the  owners  of  the  land,  for  $1350.  The 
name  of  Salem  was  suggested  by  LIrs.  V,rilllom  Lindley  for  the  Lindleys* 
former  home  town, of  Salem,  llorth  Carolina. 

The  first  session  of  the  circuit  court  was  special  and  "was 
convoned  at  the  home  of  "William  Lindley,  February  2,  1814,  to  name 
John  DoPauw  county  agent.    The  first  regular  session  of  the  oirouit 
court  -was  held  April  11,  1814,  when  the  county  was  divided  into  the 
townships  of  Lad  icon.  Lost  River,  Blue  Rivor,  Washington,  and  Drift- 
wood.   Of  those  names  only  lixdison  and  Yrashington  remain,  to  which 
have  been  added  the  townships  of  Brown,  Franklin,  Gibson,  Howard, 
Jackson,  Jefferson,  Ibnroe,  Pierce,  Polk,  Posey,  and  Vernon.  During 
the  June  tern  of  court,  the  clerk's  records  were  found  in  such 
unsatisfactory  condition  that  he  was  induced  to  resign.    The  first 
board  of  county  commissioners,  elected  February  3,  1817,  was  made 
up  of  Robert  lie  In  tiro,  Alexander  Euston,  and  llathan  Trueblood. 

On  July  13,  1814,  the  county  commissioners  ordered  a  "handsome, 
oonvonicnt,  and  durable"  oourthouoe  a?  there  rvero  "funds  ainply 
sufficient,"  the  town  "flourishing,"  and  the  county  "fertile  and 
prosperous."    Timber  for  this  building  was  felled  on  the  town  site 
while  the  bricks  were  made  on  the  public  square.    This  building 
rested  on  arches  eight  fe3t  high  and  was  oalled  "the  stilted  castle 
of  justice  and  equity."    For  three  or  four  years  there  were  no 
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locks  on  the  doors,  as  it  was  thought  no  one  -would  destroy  publio 
proporty.    In  1826  the  oourthouse  was  sold,  moved,  and  rebuilt  into 
a  hotol.    Temporarily,  court  was  held  on  South  Kain  Street  in  a 
room  fumishod  by  lixrston  G.  Clark. 

Tho  sooond  courthouso,  complotod  July  6,  1829,  "was  a  fifty-foot 
square  brick  building,  two-  stories  high,  situated  in  the  contor  of 
tho  public  square.    In  1847  a  building  for  the  oounty  officials  was 
orcctod  twonty-fivo  feet  east  of  the  courthouse.    A  second  story 
was  added  to  this  building  in  1858  and  fireproof  vaults  constructed 
for  each  office  in  1859. 

Tho  courthouso  was  condemned  in  1885  and  torn  down  the  following 
yoor.    Rooms  for  the  court  and  county  offices  were  secured  in 
Tforrinor's  block  on  tho  south  side  of  the  square.    The  present  court- 
house was  built  in  1886-83  of  stone  quarried  in  the  county.  Located 
in  the  center  of  tho  square,  it  is  a  picturesque  two-story  building 
with  a  clook  tower. 

The  settlement  and  growth  of  Yfashington  County  wont  progressively 
onward.    From  an  estimated  population  of  250  in  1810,  the  count  jumped 
to  9,039  ton  years  lator.    This  inorease  offered  both  opportunities 
and  problems.    Transportation  of  farm  produce  was  essential.  Flat 
boats  on  Yihite  Rivor  seemed  the  most  logical  solution.    In  1819  the 
Y.hite  Rivor  Stoamboat  Company  was  organized.    One  steamboat  was 
finally  built,  coming  as  far  up  tho  river  as  i£illport,  but  this  ven- 
ture soon  proved  impractical.    About  1830  stagecoaoh  service  was 
established  between  Salem  and  Jeffersonville,    In  1847  private  capital 
cens'-ruetod  a  plank  road,  on  which  -coll  was  charged,  from  Salem  to 
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£Eillport.    A  right  of  -way  worth  0100,000  "was  donated  for  the  first 
railroad.    In  addition,  the  oounty  commissioners  purchased  £20,000 
in  stock  and  the  citizens  030,000  more.    On  January  15,  1851,  the 
first  train  entered  Salem. 

Tho  inevitable  grist  mill,  first  erectod  in  this  county  at 
Beck's  Springs  in  present  Howard  Township  in  1808,  was  perhaps  the 
first  industry.    In  1812  "William  Lindley  built  a  sawmill  a  mile 
southwest  of  tho  Salem  site.    The    many  streams  furnished  excellent 
opportunities  for  these  primitivo  utilities.    Brick  and  tile  -were 
mado  early  in  the  county' s  history  at  Bugh's  Hill  on  Delaney*  s 
Creok  in  Honroe  Township.    Building  stone  was  quarried  near  Salem 
about  1855« 

Cultural  devolopmont  was  woll  abreast  of  the  times.  The 
"Tocsin",  a  weekly  newspaper  edited  and  published  by  Ebenezer  Patriok 
and  Eeebe  Booth,  was  commenced  Llarch  17,  1818.    The  sane  year  the 
Salen  (Indiana)  Peace  Society  was  launched  by  fifty-seven  leading 
citizons  of  the  county,  headed  by  Beobe  Booth  and  Dr.  Benjamin 
Albortson.    This  noteworthy  movoment  led  to  tho  American  Peace 
Socioty,  of  which  Benjamin  F.  Truoblood,  a  looal  citizen,  was 
secrotary  for  many  years. 

But  tho  moral  forces  whioh  oamod  for  Washington  County  in  its 
early  history  the  distinguishing  synonym,  Athens  of  the  TTest,  sprang 
from  the  schools,    llartin's  academy,  or  the  "Old  Log  College",  was 
f  ounded  in  1819  at  Livonia  by  Roversnd  William  T7.  Llartin,  u 
Presbyterian  minister  of  exceptional  ability.    Blue  River  Academy 
was  established  in  1831  three  miles  northeast  of  Salem  by  the 
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Society  of  Friends.    The  qualifications  of  the  instructors  wore 
unusually  high  in  this  frontier  school.    In  1834  tho  Salon  Fomale 
Collegiate  Instituto  "was  oponod  by  John  I.  Uorrison,  a  widely  known 
oducator.    These  institutions  drew  students  from  tho  surrounding 
states.    By  1825  elementary  schools    had  boon  opened  in  all  townships 
of  tho  county. 

Hand  in  hand  with  acadoiaio  education  wont  ignorance  of  publio 
sanitation  during  this,  poriod.    Duo,  it  ia  thought,  to  stagnant 
wator  an  epidemic  of  oholora  broke  out  in  Salon  during  the  summer 
of  1833  with  devastating  effects.    Lore  than  one  hundred  persons 
died  within  ten  days.    Ordinary  work  ceased  and  many  people  fled 
tho  to7/n.    The  plague  recurred  on  a  smaller  scale  in  1849  and  1851. 

Tho  shadow  of  national  problems  was  also  darkening  the  horizon 
of  TTashicgton  County,  particularily  the  enigmatio  institution  of 
slavory.    limy  oitizens,  being  from  Southern  States,  were  more  or 
less  in  sympathy  with  slavery,  while  tho  Quakers  revolted  against 
it.    As  early  as  1820  the  underground  railroad  was  opened  through 
Washington  County,  with  James  L.  Thompson  and  the  Truobloods  aoting 
as  chief  operators.    It  is  unknown  how  many  slaves  found  this  route 
to  freedom,  but  some  incidents  of  the  traffic  are  a  matter  of  record. 
In  spite  of  the  abolition  clause  in  the  territorial  constitution, 
one  slave  owner  here  in  1808  secured  the  bondage  of  a  llegro  boy  until 
1868.    In  1852  a  free  Kegro  woman  living  in  Franklin  Township  with 
her  husband  was  kidnapped  and  sold  into  slavory  in  Kentucky.  Divided 
opinion  ran  strong  as  open  hostility  approached. 
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"Washington  County  has  one  special  distinction  relative  to  the 
Civil  War.    It  was  in    Salon  that  John  Hay,  President  Linooln's 
privato  secretary,  was  bom  October  8,  1838,    A  tablet  now  marks 
tho  birthplace. 

The  first  company  loft  for  the  tsar  l&y  10,  1861*  Several 
other  companies  and  contingents  were  called  for  during  the  long, 
dark  days.    Altogether  2,804  men  entered  service.    The  most  noted 
representative  of  the  oounty  was  General  Walter  Q.  Gresham,  who 
later  became  Secretary  of  State  under  President  Cleveland, 
m      On  July  10,  1863  General  Morgan  from  the  South  swept  into 
Salem*    The  citizens  were  not  unprepared  for  resistance.  The 
tribute  and  plunder  of  the  Rebels  during  their  seven  hours*  sojourn 
amounted  to  015,000.    At  Pokin  the  Homo  Guards  killed  one  of  the 
enemy,  wounded  fivo,  and  captured  nineteen.    Local  casualties  were 
one  killed  and  two  woundod. 

The  wake  of  the  Civil  War  brought  a  period  of  reconstruction 
and  large  development  on  a  national  scale*    In  Washington  County  no 
frco  government  land  was  available  to  attract  west  bound  homesteaders, 
but  tho    poulation  incroased  to  18,495  in  1870.    During  this  period 
violent  crimes  reached  such  a  state  that  a  band  of  citizens  of 
neighboring  Jackson  County,  incensed  by  apparent  laxity,  stormed 
the  jail  in  Salem  and  lynched  a  local  desperado. 

Social,  economic,  and  political  movements  proceeded  energetically. 
LSany  branches  of  the  National  Grange  wore  organized  here  among  the 
farmsrs.    The  turn  of  the  enntury  saw  Washington  County  definitely 
stamped  as  a  rural  community,  in  contrast  to  the  industrial  centers 
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springing  up  in  certain  parts  of  tho  state.    In  1900  the  population 
roach  19,4-09,  the  maximum.    By  1910  the  cityward  movomcnt  had 
reduced  it  to  17,445, 

In  1930  the  population  was  16,285,  four-fifths  of  whioh  lived 
in  the  country.    On  the  farms  live  stock,  inoluding  dairying,  is 
the  chief  source  of  income,  with  hog  and  poultry  raising  nert  in 
order.    The  principal  crops  are  com,  wheat,  and  oats.    Tho  variety 
of  soils  admits  all  "branches  of  agriculture,  and  fruit-growing  is  on 
the  increase.    Lanufacturing  is  confined  to  Salen  -where  three  plants 
employ,  at  a  capacity,  a  thousand  worker 8. 

The  state  planning  board  has  recommended  for  "Washington  County 
a  looal  planning  "board,  city  beaut  if  ioation  and  home  improvements, 
an  additional  water  supply  for  Salem,  a  hospital  and  health  program, 
rocroational  facilties,  consolidation  of  country  schools,  crop 
rotation.,  and  ropair  of  tho  courthouse 
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2.    GOVEHKIJEHTAL  ORGA1IIZATIOH  A17D  RECORDS  SYSTEM 

Y.'ashir.gton  County,  with  its  county  seat  at  Salem,  is  a 
subdivision  of  tho  Stato  of  Indiana  for  administrative:,  Judicial, 
and  political  purposes.    It  is  a  creaturo  of  tho  legislature 
and  possossos  only  such  po-.vors  of  local  government  as  aro  con- 
ferred by  acts  of  the  legislature  or  aro  incident  and  necessary 
to  carry  out  tho  provisions  thereof.    Created  by  the  state,  the 
county  is  subject  to  legislative  control  at  any  time  and  its 
powers  nay  bo  amplified,  or  diminished  without  its  consont. 

Y.'aGhington  County  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  effectivo  January  17,  1814.  (l)    Its  present  government, 
as  it  functions  today,  is  the  result  of  its  development  under  the 
original  Constitution  of  1816,  the  present  Constitution  adopted 
in  1351,  and  more  than  a  contury  of  legislative  action. 

Tho  county  system  of  government  is  an  inheritance  from 
England  and  the  American  Colonies,  whence  pioneers  in  Indiana 
brought  their  customs  and  laws.    Its  beginnings  in  Indiana  are 
found  in  the  laws  of  tho  Northwest  Torritory,  which  recognised 
tho  counties  already  established,  and  provided  for  courts  and 
administrative  officers,  as  follows:    General  court  of  quarter 
sossions  of  the  peace,  county  court  of  common  pleas,  (2)  and 
court  of  probate,   (o)  commissioners,  (4)  sheriff,  (5)  coroner, 
(6)  recordor,  (7)  treasurer,  (8)  (circuit  court).  (9)  These 
officers  were  appointed  by  oither  the  governor  or  the  court. 
The  laws  of  Indiana  Territory  provided  for  tho  appointment  of 
additional  officers:    Surveyor,  (10)  assessor,  (ll)  prosecut- 
ing attorney,  (12)  and  county  agent  who  conveys  and  receives 

conveyances  of  public  lands.  (Is) 

(20) 


Governmental  Organization  and  Records  System  21 

When  Washington  County  was  organized  in  1313,  its  government 
followed  the  form  outlined  above.    With  the  changes  enumerated 
below,  the  original  organization  continued  practically  unchanged 
for  noarly  forty  yoars. 

In  the  yoar  of  1316  Indiana  was  admitted  to  the  Union  and 
tho  constitution  of  that  year  provided  for  the  election  in  each 
county  of  a  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court,  (14)  recordor,  (15) 
sheriff  and  coroner,  (16)  and  continued  the  other  territorial 
officers  until  superseded.  (17) 

The  legislature,  in  1317,  established  a  body  called  the 
board  of  cormriissionors,  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county;  (18) 
tho  office  of  troasuror,  v;ho  was  appointed  by  the  board  of 
commissioners;  (19)  and  in  1318  the  office  of  surveyor,  who  was 
appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the  state.  (20) 

In  1824,  tho  board  of  commissioners  was  abolished,  and  its 
functions  conferred  upon  the  justicos  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
who  constituted  the  boai'd  for  doing  county  business,  (21)  until 
in  1831  tho  board  of  commissioners  was  reestablished,  which  con- 
sisted of  threo  members  elected  by  the  voters.  (22)    In  1331  the 
legislature  made  the  surveyor  an  appointee  of  the  board  of  comm- 
issioners, (25)  and  in  1341  created  the  elective  office  of  auditor.  (24) 

As  the  state  grow,  there  was  much  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Constitution  of  1316,  but  repeated  attempts  to  change  it  did  not 
succeed  until  1850,  when  a  constitutional  convention  was  called 
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which  framed  a  new  constitution.  (25)    This  constitution  was 
submitted  to  the  qualified  voters  of  the  state  and  adopted  in 
1851  and  proclaimed  by  the  governor  to  be  effective  on  llovember 
1,  1851,  and  With  amendments,  remains  the  Constitution  of 
Indiana.  (25) 

Each  county  is  a  political  subdivision  of  tho  state  and 
has  an  individual  governmental  organization.    Although  tho 
Constitution  of  1851  forbids  special  legislation,  (27)  and 
the  general  outline  of  the  organization  of  county  government  re- 
mains the  same,  tho  general  assembly  has  providod  the  necessary 
variations  to  take  care  of  local  needs  and  conditions.  These 
variations  lie  chiefly  in  tho  number  of  officers  and  courts 
providod  for  counties  within  classifications  based  upon  population. 
Urban  and  rural  areas  obviously  cannot  be  ruled  by  the  same  number 
of  officers.    Each  county  has  the  constitutional  officers,  but  the 
statutory  officors  vary  in  number,  powers,  and  duties.    The  latter 
officers  may  bo  compulsory  in  all  counties,  or  they  may  be  optional 
and  therofore  established  in  only  a  few  instances;  others  are 
authorized  in  only  certain  classos  of  counties,  though  the  class 
may  include  one  county. 

Indiana  stands  alono  among  the  states  of  the  Union  in 
having  a  dual  system  of  county  governing  boards,  sinco  the 
establishment  in  each  county  of  a  county  council  in  1399.  (28) 
Each  county  is  govorned  by  a  board  of  commissioners  and  a  county 
council.    The  duties  of  the so  agencies,  with  technical  distinction, 
are  enumerated  in  their  proper  places  below. 
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From  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  a  tendency  toward 
centralization  of  power  in  the  hands  of  state  author ititos  has 
taken  from  county  officials  many  of  thoir  powers  and  duties 
and  lias  greatly  lessonod  the  scope  of  those  remaining.    In  oldor 
fiolds  of  financo,  roads,  and  oducation,  the  state's  supervision 
has  greatly  incroasod,  and  tho  croation  of  nov.-or  stato  dopart- 
ments  such  as  polico,  food  and  fire  inspection,  and  public 
welfare,  has  caused  heavy  romoval  of  local  responsibility  and 
control. 

Pre cent  Administration 

The  Constitution  of  1S51  reorganized  tho  governmental 
structure,  enlarging  tho  number  of  constitutional  officers 
to  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  county,  as  follows:  (29) 

Clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  who,  by  statutory  provision, 
hoops  tho  records  of  tho  proceedings  of  all  county  courts  and 
porformc  othor  administrative  duties,  including  serving  as 
registration  officor  and  mombor  of  the  county  election  boards. 

recorder,  who  makes  and  preservos  a  public  record  of  all 
legal  documents,  both  official  and  private,  as  may  be  prescrib- 
ed by  lav.'. 

Sheriff,  who  is  conservator  of  the  peaco  ana  executes  orders 
of  tho  county  courts  and  boards. 

Coroner,  who  holds  inquests  in  all  cases  of  death  by  vio- 
lence and  of  suspicious  circumstances. 

Treasurer,  who  receives  and  disburses  all  county  moneys 
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including  the  colloction  of  taxes,  and  servos  as  ex-officio 
member  of  the  board  of  rovic-.v. 

Auditor,  who,,  the  financial  agent  of  the  county,  compiles 
the  county  budgot  estimates,  prepares  tho  tax  duplicates,  and 
serves  as  clerk  and  mombor  Of  sovoral  county  boards. 

Curvo--or,  who  has  charge  of  all  surveying,  and  civil 
engineering  work  of  the  county,  including  tho  maintenance  of 
drainage  systems.  (SO) 

Tho  constitution  also  enpov/crod  tho  legislature  to  pre- 
scribo  such  other  officers  as  nay  bocomo  nccossary.  (ol)  Under 
this  authority  tho  logislaturo  has  from  time  to  tino  established 
tho  follov.-ing  statutory  officors  and  boards: 

foard  of  commissioners,  tho  loading  govorning  body  of  the 
county,  often  called  the  "county  board",  or  the  "board  for 
doing  county  business".    It  consists  of  three  members  elected 
for  terns  of  three  years.    The  board  furnishes  and  maintains 
county  buildings  and  grounds,  administers  tho  financial  trans- 
actions of  the  county  and  audits  tho  accounts  of  all  officers 
-..ho  handle  moneys  of  the  county,  and  is  responsible  for  tho 
maintenance  of  ccunty  highways.  (32) 

County  council,  another  govorning  body,  created  in  1899, 
(35)  to  control  the  finances  of  county  government.    This  council 
consists  of  sevon  members,  elocted  for  terns  of  four  years. 
The  council  has  pov/er  to  fix  tho  tax  rate  for  county  purposos 
and  for  all  purposes  v,v.cro  the  rate  is  not  fixed  by  law  and  is 
required  to  be  uniform  throughout  tho  county;  to  adopt  the 
county  budget  and  the  exclusive  right  to  make  appropriations  from 
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the  county  troacury;  and  tho  exclusivo  power  to  authorize 
the  borrowing  of  nonoy  and  tho  issuing  of  bonds.  (34) 

Superintendent  of  schools,  in  1873,  (35)  who  has  gonoral 
superintendence  of  all  schools  of  tho  county  outcido  of 
incorporated  citios  and  towns.  (3G)    Eloctod  by  tho  township 
trustees,  (37)  he  is  ex-officio  mcrober  and  president  of  the 
county  board  of  education.  (38)  • 

Loard  of  education,  in  1373,  (39)  consisting  since  an 
amendment  of  1877  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  township 
trustees,  and  the  chairman  of  school  trustees  of  each  city 
and  town  of  the  county.    The  board  considers  the  general  wants 
and  needs  of  the  schools  and  school  property,  and  all  natters 
relating  to  the  purchase  of  school  furniture,  books,  naps,  and 
charts.  (40) 

Hoalth  officer,  in  1881,  originally  secretary  of  the  board 
of  health,  (41)  abolished  by  an  act  of  1909,  which  created  the 
office  of  health  commissioner,  (42)  whose  title  was  changed  in 
1935  to  hoalth  officor.    Ho  is  appointod  by  tho  board  of  commission- 
ers and  must  be  legally  qualifiod  to  practice  modicino,  and  enforces 
tho  hoalth  laws  of  tho  state.  (45) 

Assessor,  in  1391,  (44)  who  instructs  and  advises  the  town- 
ship assessors,  reviews  their  returns  and  examines  the  tax 
duplicates,  assesses  omitted  real  and  personal  proporty,  (45)  and 
appraises  estates  for  inheritance  taxes.  (46)    He  is  elected  by 
the  voters  of  the  county,  (47)  and  is  ex-officio  member  and 
president  of  the  board  of  reviev/.  (48) 
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Board  of  review,  in  1891,  whose  members  are  the  county 
assossor,  auditor,  and  treasurer,  (49)  and,  by  an  amendment  of 
1919,  two  frecholdors  of  opposite  political  parties,  appointed 
by  the  ;}udgo  of  the  circuit  court.  (50)     This  board  oqualizos 
tare  assessments  as  between  townships  or  other  taxing  units  and 
between  individual  property  owners,  and  may  sot  aside  tho 
abrogate  assessment,  if  too  high  or  low,  of  the  whole  county 
or  taxing  unit  thereof  and  order  a  new  assessment.  (51) 

Board  of  finance,  in  1907,  consisting  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  with  the  auditor  as  secretary.  (52)    This  board 
has  the  custody  of  county  funds  and  selects  the  depositories, 
(55)  apportioning  the  deposits  among  tho  banks  in  agreement 
with  other  municipal  corporations  in  the  county  according  to  the 
total  resources  of  tho  depositories.  (54) 

Agricultural  agent,  in  1915,  who,  undor  the  supervision 
of  Purdue  University,  conducts  farmers'  institutes  and  other 
movements  for  tho  advancement  of  agriculture  and  country  life, 
and  aids  tho  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  toachors  of  the 
county  in  agricultural  oducation  and  domestic  science.    Ke  is 
appointed  by  tho  director  of  agricultural  extension  service  of 
Purdue  University,  subject  to  tho  approval  of  tho  state  board 
Imown  as  the-  county  agricultural  agent  board.  (55) 

Highway  supervisor,  in  1955,  who  supervises,  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  commissioners ,  the  repair  and  main- 
tenance of  all  county  highways.    The  board  of  commissioners 
:  :-'.:es  the  appointment  and  may  appoint  tho  surveyor  as  highway 
supervisor.    The  board  of  commissioners  of  Washington  County  has 
appointed  the  surveyor  as  highway  supervisor.  (56) 
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Board  of  tax  adjustment,  in  1933,  consisting  of  seven 
members  (57)  who,  by  an  amendment  of  1937,  are:    One  member 
of  the  county  council,  choson  by  the  council;  the  mayor  of  the 
largest  city  in  tho  county  or  any  public  official  of  any  city 
in  the  county,  appointed  by  tho  mayor  of  tho  largo st  city  of  tho 
county;  ono  member  of  tho  county  board  of  education,  soloctcd  by 
such  board;  and  four  freeholders  appointed  by  the  Judge  of  tho 
circuit  court.    The  board  examines  any  tax  levy  and  the  corres- 
ponding items  of  tho  budget,  and  adjusts  the  tax  rate  so  that 
it  shall  not  exceed,  in  any  municipal  corporation,  the  total 
tax  rate  prescribed  by  law.  (58) 

School  fund  board,  in  1935,  consisting  of  three  members; 
tho  auditor  and  tho  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court,  ex  officio,  and 
one  member  appointed  by  tho  judge  of  tho  circuit  court*  The 
board  makes  all  loans  from  the  common  school  and  the  congressional 
township  school  funds  to  ovnaers  of  real  estate,  duly  secured  by 
mortgage  (59) 

Department  of  public  vie  If  ere,  in  1956,  (60)  comprising 
tho  board  of  public  welfare,  consisting  of  five  members  appoint- 
ed by  the  judgo  of  the  circuit  court,  (61)  and  the  director  of 
public  welfare*  appointed  by  tho  board.  (62)    The  department 
administers  the  measures  of  public  welfare  as  prescribed  by 
law  and  tho  rales  of  tho  state  department.  (63) 

Registration  officor,  in  1953,  who  is  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  ex  officio.    He  conducts  the  registration  of 
voters  (64)  and  furnishes  a  list  of  tho  registered  voters  to 
tho  inspector  of  oach  precinot.  (65) 
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Board  of  oloction  commissioners,  in  1389,  consisting  of 
tho  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court  and  tro  persons  appointed  by  his, 
of  opposite  political  parties.    Tho  board  prepares,  prints,  and 
distributes  ballots  for  general  elections  (66)  and  appoints  the 
precinct  officials.  (67) 

Board  of  canvassers,  in  1905,  which  is  the  board  of  election 
commissioners.  (68)    The  board  canvasses,  tabulates,  and  compiles 
tho  election  returns  of  the  county  (69)  and  certifies  the  candi- 
de.toG  elected.  (70) 

Board  of  primary  olection  commissioners,  in  1915,  consist- 
ing of  tho  cleric  of  tho  circuit  court  and  tv/o  persons  appointed 
by  him,  of  opposite  political  parties.    Tho  board  prepares, 
prints,  and  distributes  ballots  for  primary  elections.  (71) 

Judicial 

The  Judicial  system  of  Washington  County,  as  of  other 
Indiana  counties,  is  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  subse- 
quent acts  of  tho  Indiana  General  Assembly.    The  constitution 
authorized  and  dircctod  that  the  state  be  divided  into  Judicial 
circuits.  (72)    V.'ashington  County  constitutes  the  forty-second 
circuit,  combined  with  Orange  Counxy,  established  in  1907.  (75) 
Previously,  it  vras  part  of  a  judicial  circuit  to  which  other 
counties  \roro  attached.     Tho  constitution  further  provides  for 
the  election  of  a  judge  (74)  and  a  prosocuting  attorney  for 
the  oircuit,  (75)  and  a  cleric  of  the  circuit  court.  (76)  The 
circuit  court  has  original  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  cases, 
criminal,  civil,  probate,  and  juvenile,  except  where  exclusive 
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or  concurrent  jurisdiction  is  conferred  by  law  upon  justicos  of 
tho  peaco,  and  such  appellate  jurisdiction  as  is  conferred  by 
law.    It  also  has  jurisdiction  of  all  other  causes,  letters,  and 
proceedings  where  exclusive  jurisdiction  thereof  is  not  conferred 
by  lav;  upon  80380  other  court  or  office.  (77) 

P.ocords  System 

The  records  of  Washington  County  be  ran  T7ith  its  creation 
in  1814,    The  establishment  of  each  of  the  county  offices  and 
buroaus  inaugurated  thoir  records  which  wore  kept  in  such 
fashion  as  tho  incumbonts  saw  fit,  following  in  the  main  tho 
directions  of  the  general  assembly  under  tho  provisions  for 
each  respective  offico.    In  1909,  the  legislature  established  tho 
state  board  of  accounts,  which  formulates,  prescribes,  and  installs 
systems  of  accounting  and  reporting  which  are  uniform  for  evory 
public  office  of  the  same  class.  (78)    Undor  this  lav/  some  of  the 
rocords  v.-cre  combined  to  eliminate  separation,  duplication,  and 
overlapping.    The  board  also  permits  the  use  of  bound  loose-leaf 
records  in  almost  all  cases  where  the  records  are  typed.  The 
quality  of  the  paper  and  ink  and  tho  binding  and  robindins 
practices  are  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  e::cept  that  a  good  quality  is  required. 

V.nenever  it  may  be  nocessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
records  Of  any  office,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
to  issue  an  order  directing  the  officer  in  charge  to  copy  and 
transcribe  the  records.  (79) 
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In  1925  a  lav/  v/ac  passed  permitting  county  officials,  at 
their  discretion,  to  turn  over  to  the  archives  division  of  tho 
stato  li       y  for  permanent  preservation,  any  official  books, 
records,  documents,  original  papers,  newspaper  files,  or  printed 
books  and  material  not  in  current  use  in  their  offices.  (SO) 
This  lav;  is  optional  and  has  been  ineffectual.    County  officials 
arc  loath  to  part  with  records,  even  when  no  longer  in  use  and  in 
spite  of  lack  of  storage  space,  anticipating  a  possible  call  for 
them*    Consequently,  they  have  only  occasionally  availed  themselves 
of  this  provision  for  permanent  preservation  of  their  old  records. 

The  recorder  and  other  county  officers,  by  an  act  of  1927, 
are  authorised  to  record  deeds,  mortgagos,  and  other  instruments 
by  an  approved  photographic  process  adopted  by  the  board  of 
commissioners.  (31) 

In  1037,  the  general  assembly  authorized  tho  director  of  tho 
stato  library,  at  his  discretion,  to  make  a  copy,  by  photography 
or  in-  any  other  way,  of  any  official  boo!:,  record,  document, 
original  ~apcr,  newspaper,  or  printed  book  or  material  in  any 
county,  city,  or  other  public  office,  for  preservation  in  the 
state  archives.    All  public  officials  must  pormit  copies  to  be  made 
of  the  books,  records,  documents,  and  papors  in  their  respective 
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s'.:i^  fovcrr-:ont  in  Indiana.     (T.eport  of  the  Indiana  State  Corrri.tteo 
on  Governmental  Economy,    pp.  39-120,  176-181.) 

mOHKrON,  V.".  l  r'anual  of  practice  before  county  cor.~is sign- 

ers includin r  Jc\\o  pov.-crc  md  duties  of  county  officers  in  Indiana. 
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Also  the  Session  Laws  of  tho  General  Assonbly  of  tho  State 
of  Indiana,  1316-193 7. 


3.    HOUSING,  CASE,  A10)  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  TEE  RECORDS 

YJashington  County  courthouse,  built  in  1386,  is  situated  on  a 
public  square  in  Salem.    It  is  of  stone  and  wood  construction,  measur- 
ing 150'  by  90»  by  44',  and  above  a  corner  of  the  building  a  clock 
tower  rises  42«  higher.    The  building  is  considered  60^  fireproof. 
The  basement  contains  the  offices  of  the  surveyor  and  the  department 
of  public  welfare;  the  first  floor,  the  offices  of  the  clerk,  the 
recorder,  the  sheriff,  the  auditor,  the  assessor,  and  the  treasurer; 
and  the  second  floor,  the  office  of  the  suporintendont  of  schools, 
and  a  storage  room  for  records. 

;  1417717 

Board  of  Commissioners 
The  records  of  the  commissioners  are  housed  in  the  auditor's 
record  room  (q.v.,  infra). 

County  Council 

All  records  of  the  council  are  housed  in  the  auditor's  reoord 
rooa  (q.v.,  infra). 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
The  clerk  occupies  a  main  office,  a  private  office,  and  a 
record  room,  located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  first  floor,  of 
which  the  first  two  named  are  well  lighted,  well  ventilated,  and 
clean,  while  the  last  named  is  poorly  lighted,  poorly  ventilated,  and 
dusty.    The  main  office  and  record  room  have  wooden  floors,  plaster- 
ed walls,  and  metal  ceilings;  the  private  office  has  a  wooden 
floor  and  plastered  walls  and  ceiling.    Measuring  26«  by  23'  by  16», 

(36) 
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the  main  offico  is  equipped  with  shelving  wholly  occupied  by  130' 
of  bound  volur.es  and  40'  of  bound  volumes  in  file  boxes  10"  deep>. 
No  space  for  additional  shelving  is  available,  and  accomodations 
provided  for  users  cf  the  records  are  hardly  adequate.  Good 
accommodations  are  provided  in  the  private  offico,  which  is  15*  by 
14'  by  16' .    This  room  houses  150'  of  bound  volumes  and  20'  of  un- 
bound records  in  file  boxes  10"  doop.    The  shelving  here  is  like- 
wise entirely  occupied,  allowing  no  space  for  additional  shelving. 
The  same  conditions  prevail  in  the  record  room,  measuring  19'  by  7' 
by  16*,  where  250'  of  bound  bolumos  and  50'  of  unbound  records  in 
file  boxes  10"  deep  are  housed,  and,  moreover,  this  room  doos  not 
furnish  accommodations  for  users  of  the  records.    Fifty-one  per  cent 
of  the  clerk's  records  are  housed  in  his  main  office,  &f0  in  his 
private  offico,  and  Z%  in  his  record  room.    A  small  part,  about  4/^ 
is  housed  in  tho  storage  room  on  the  second  floor.    Fifty-one  per 
cent  of  tho  records  of  the  circuit  court  are  housed  in  the  clerk's 
main  offico,  Z6/o  of  the  circuit  court  and  6Q%  of  the  common  pleas 
court  in  his  private  office,  and  9f3  of  the  cirouit  court  and  Z2$> 
of  tho  common  pleas  court  in  his  record  room. 

Recorder 

Occupying  the  southwest  oorner  of  the  first  floor,  the  recorderSs 
office  and  record  room  measure  21 1  by  21'  by  16',  and  16'  by  16' 
by  16'  respectively.    These  have  wooden  floors  and  plastered  walls 
and  coiling.    They  are  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted,  and  provide 
satisfactory  accommodations  for  persons  consulting  the  records. 
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Six  feet  of  bound  volumes  are  housed  on  a  counter  in  the  office, 
no  space  for  shelving  being  available.    In  the  record  room  are 
196'  of  bound  volumes  and  60'  of  unbound  records  in  filo  boxes  12" 
deep;  the  shelving  is  entirely  occupied,  and  no  space  for  additional 
shelving  can  be  obtained,    ©f  the  recorder's  reoords,  15JS  are  housed 
in  his  office  and  Q5%  in  his  record  room. 

Circuit  Court 

Records  of  the  circuit  court  are  kept  in  the  clerk's  main 
office,  private  office,  end  record  room  (q.v.,  infia) • 

Common  Pleas  Court 

Records  of  the  common  pleas  court  are  housed  in  the  clerk's 
private  office  and  record  room  (q.v.,  infra). 

Sheriff 

The  sheriff's  office,  a  v/oll  lighted  and  well  ventilated  room, 
adjoins  the  clerk's  private  office  on  the  north    side  of  the  first 
floor,    It  is  13'  square  with  16'  ceilings  and  has  a  v/ooden  floor, 
paastored  walls ,  and  a  plastered  ceiling.    Five  feet  of  shelving  are 
completely  occupied  by  bound  volumos,  but  there  is  space  for  the  In- 
stallation of  more  shelving.    Adequate  accommodations  for  users  of 
the  records  are  provided  in  this  room,  Tvhich  houses  all  the  records 
of  the  sheriff. 

Coroner 

The  coroner's  office  is  located  at  present  in  a  building  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  courthouse  square  in  Salem.    The  records  - 
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are  housed  in  the  incumbent's  consultation  room,  which  has  a 
woodon  floor,  plastered  walls,  and  a  plastered  ceiling,  and  is  well 
lighted  and  well  ventilated.    In  this  room,  measuring  12*  by  12*  by 
91,  all  the  coronor's  records— 2 •  of  bound  volumes— are  housed. 
Thore  is  no  shelving,  and  the  records  are  arranged  on  a  table.  Users 
of  tho  records  are  furnished  with  ample  accommodations  in  this  roaa. 
* 

Ass oca or 

On  tho  north  side  of  the  first  floor,  opposite  the  sheriff's 
office  and  adjoining  tho  auditor's  record  room,  is  the  assessor's 
office,  a  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated  room,  measuring  17'  by  16' 
by  16» .    It  has  a  wooden  floor,  plastered  walls,  and  a  metal  ceiling. 
Hone  of  the  assessor's  records  are  kept  here,  but  \o%  of  the  auditor's 
records  and  all  of  the  records  of  the  board  of  finance— 23'  of  bound 
volumes— are  housed  here,  or.  shelving  which  allows  small  space  for 
expansion.    Adequate  accommodations  are  furnished  users  of  the  re- 
cords.    Of  the  assessor's  reoords,  2^  are  housed  in  the  auditor's 
office,  70;1  in  the  auditor's  record  room,  and  26^  in  the  storage  room 
on  the  second  floor  (q.v.y    auditor,  supra;  storage  room,  infra). 

Board  of  Review 

Records  of  the  board  of  review  are  housed  in  the  auditor's  re- 
cord room  (q.v.,  supra). 

Board  of  Tax  Adjustment 
All  the  records  of  the  board  of  tax  adjustment  are  housed  in  the 
auditor's  record  room  (q.v.,  supra). 
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Board  of  Finance 
The  board  of  finance  records  are  housed  in  the  assessor's 
office  (q.v.,  supra). 

Treasurer 

The  treasurer  occupies  an  office  and  a  vault  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  first  floor,  of  which  the  former  measures  24'  by  24* 
by  16'  and  is  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted,  while  the  latter 
measures  12'  by  10'  by  16'  and  is  fairly  well  ventilated  and  poorly 
lighted;  having  no  artificial  lighting.    Both  rooms  have  wooden 
floors  and  plastered  walls  and  ceilings;  satisfactory  accommodations 
for  users  of  the  records  are  provided  in  the  office,  but  none  are 
provided  in  the  vault.    The  office  is  equipped  with  18'  of  shelving, 
housing  9'  of  bound  volur.os  and  5'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes 
12"  deep.    Shelving  in  the  vault  is  completely  occupied  by  180*  of 
bound  and  15'  of  unbound  records,  leaving  no  space  for  additional 
shelving.    Ten  per  cent  of  the  treasurer's  records  are  housed  in 
his  office,  70^  in  his  vault,  and  2C^  in  the  storage  room.    In  addi- 
tion, 1%  of  the  auditor's  reoords  .is   housed  in  the  treasurer' 3 
office. 

Auditor 

The  auditor's  office  and  record  room,  occuping  the  east  side  and 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  first  floor,  have  wooden  floors  and 
plastered  mils  and  ceilings,  and  are  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted. 
The  office  is  28'  by  22'  by  16';  the  record  room,  14'  by  14»  by  16»  . 
The  office  is  equipped  with  5'  of  wooden  shelving,  on  which  are  5' 
of  bound  volumes,  comprising  4^  of  the  auditor's  and  2?/a  of  the  assessoris 
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records.    In  the  record  room,  225'  of  shelving  are  filled  -with  a 
portion  of  230'  of  bound  volumes  and  480'  of  unbound  records  in 
file  boxes  10"  deep,  the  excess  being  stacked  on  the  floor.  There 
is  no  space  for  additional  shelving  here.    In  this  mom  are  housed 
56%  of  the  auditor's  records,  lQc/o  of  the  assessor's  records,  and  all 
the  records  of  the  commissioners,  the  council,  the  board  of  review, 
and  the  board  of  tax  adjustment.    In  both  office  and  record  room, 
adequate  accommodations  are  provided  for  users  of  the  records. 
Eighteen  per  cont  of  the  auditor's  records  are  housed  in  the  assessor's 
office,  1%  in  the  treasurer's  office,  and  21%  in  the  storage  room  in 
the  socond  floor. 

Board  of  Education 
The  records  of  the  board  of  eduaation  are  housed  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  schools  (q.v.,  infra). 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
The  southeast  corner  of  the  second  floor  is  occupied  by  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  schools.    Measuring  16'  by  12'  by 
12',  it  has  a  -wooden  floor,  plastered  v.ulls,  and  a  plastered  ceiling, 
and  is  well  ventilated  and  -well  lighted.    Twenty  feet  of  unbound 
records  in  file  boxes  12"  deep  allow  sufficient  space  for  expansion 
on  the  shelving;  these  comprise  all  the  records  of  the  superintendent 
of  schools  and  the  board  of  education.    Users  of  the  records  are  fur- 
nished with  adequate  accommodations  in  this  office. 

Health  Officer 

The  office  of  the  health  officer  is  located  in  the  professional 
office  of  the  incumbent  at  Karket  and  high  Streets,  Salem.    The  records— 
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2'  of  "bound  volvar.es— are  stacked  on  a  table  in  a  basement  room. 
Conditions  in  this  room,  which  has  a  ooncreto  floor  and  plastered 
v.-alls  and  ceiling,  are  good:    lighting  and  ventilation  are  good, 
the  Toon  is  clean,  and  excellent  accommodations  are  provided  for 
users  of  the  records,  which  comprise  all  the  records  of  the  health 
officer. 

Department  of  Public  Welfare 
The  office  of  the  department  cf  public  welfare,  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  courthoyse  basement,  is  15'  by  15'  by  9'  and  has 
a  wooden  floor,  plastered  walls,  and  plastered  ceiling.  Lighting 
and  ventilation  in  this  room  are  good,  as  are  also  the  accommodations 
for  users  of  the  records.    These  records  consist  of  9'  of  bound 
volumes  in  a  filing  cabinet,  in  which  sufficient  space  for  expansion 
can  be  obtained.    All  the  records  of  the  department  of  public  welfare 
are  housed  here. 

Surveyor 

In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  tasemont  are  an  office  and  a 
vault,  occupied  by  the  surveyor.    Only  the  vault,  which  is  11 1  by 
9'  by  51,  houses  any  records.    Having  a  wooden  floor  and  plastered 
walls  and  ceiling,  it  is  in  good  condition,  well  lighted,  and  well 
ventilated.    Seven  feet  of  bound  volumes— all  the  records  of  the 
surveyor— are  housed  on  10 1  of  shelving.    No  accommodations  are 
provided  for  users  of  the  records. 

Agricultural  Agent 
The  office  of  the  agricultural  agent  is  located  in  the  Salem 
pc-toffice  building,  on  the  southc  tst  corner  of  the  second  floor. 
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It  measures  12»  by  12'  by  3',  and  has  a  wooden  floor  and  plastered 
walls  and  coiling.    Korc  are  housed  19'  of  bound  volumes  on  steel 
shelving  and  a  desk,  those  comprising  all  tho  records  of  the  agri- 
cultural agent.    Well  lighted,  and  well  ventilated,  the  room 
furnishos  satisfactory  accommodations  for  persons  consulting  the 
records . 

Storage  Room 

A  room,  IS'  by  10'  by  16»,  on  the  south  side  of  the  second 
floor  of  the  courthouse,  is  used  for  the  storage  of  records.    It  is 
fairly  -.veil  ventilated,  but  it  has  no  artificial  lighting  and  does 
not  provide  accommodations  for  users  of  the  records.    On  shelving 
are  ISO'  cf  bound  volumes,  20'  being  stacked  on  the  floor.  There 
is  no  space  for  additional  shelving.    Twenty-oight  per  cent  of  the 
assessor's  records,  21$  of  the  auditor's  records,  20?j  of  the  treasur- 
er's records,  and  4^  of  the  clerk's  records  are  housed  here. 

Review 

The  housing  of  Washington  County  records  presents  a  peculiar 
problem.    In  all  courthouse  offices,  excepting  those  of  the  sheriff, 
the  auditor,  the  board  of  public  welfare,  and  the  surveyor,  shelving 
is  needed,  but  no  space  for  it  is  available;  the  same  is  true  in  the 
storage  room.    Hence  the  problem  of  lack  of  spaoe  recurs.    YThat  is, 
perhaps,  an  advisable  solution  is  the  construction  of  another  storage 
room,  so  that  the  congestion  in  the  offices  and  the  present  storago 
room  may  be  relieved  by  transferring  old  records  to  this  hew  storage 
room. 

If  the  recommendations  herein  are  adopted— construction  of 
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another  storage  room,  correction  of  lighting  and  ventilation  in 
the  treasurer's  vault  and  the  present  storage  room,  and  accomoda- 
tions for  users  of  the  records  provided  in  those  rooms  and  in  the 
surveyor's  vault— the  housing  of  V/ashington  County  records  vn.ll 
be  wholly  satisfactory. 
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The  Style  Manual  of  the  United  Statos  Government  Printing 
Office  is  the  authority  followed  herein. 


Acts 


agfri  agt« 

alph. 

approrc. 

arr . 

art. 

c.  c  c  r  • 

aud. 

ave  r . 

bdl. 

Bldg. 

bent. 

Burns 


c . 

C.C. 


(Session)  Laws  of  tho  State  of 

Indiana  (conr.only  roforred  to  by 
binder's  title,  "Acts").  By 
authority  ...  (of  tho)  Gccrotary 
of  State  (of  Indiana) 

acricultural  a^ont,  agricultural 
agent's 

alphabetical,  alphabetically 

appronir.atoly 

arranged 

articlo 

assessor,  assessor's 

auditor,  auditor ' s 

average 

bundle 

Building 

basement 

Bums,  Harrison,  editor.  Annotated 
Indiana  Statutes  containing  all 
acts  of  a  general  and  public 
nature  in  force  Septenbcr  1,  1933. 
12  vols.    The  Eobbs-r.errill  Com- 
pany, Indianapolis,  Ind.  (cl953 
and  1954)  with  Suppicnent  1936  in 
pochot  in  back  cover.     (Year  is 
given  in  reference  only  in  citations 
to  supplement.    Kumhers  refer  to 
sections  which  run  in  one  contin- 
uous, consccutivo  scries  as  ex- 
plainted  in  Burns  l:iii-iv.) 

copyright  (before  date) 

County  Courthouse 
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ch. 

chr  on . 

ell:. 

corr. 

Const. 

cor. 
hdw. 
hi.  sup. 

hlth.  offr. 
ibid. 

Ind. 


Laws  Ind.  Terr. 


Laws  IT."..'.  Terr. 


mi. 
n. 


chapter 

chronologically,  chronological 
clerk,  clerlr's 

cormissionor,  c or.rr.i s c i ono r  s ,  cormiss- 
ionor's,  cor.xr.mssionors ' 

Constitution  of  Indiana  (refers  to 
present  constitution  unless  date 
follows) 

coroner,  coroner* s 

handwritten 

highway  supervisor,  highway  super- 
visor's, 

health  officer,  health  officer's 

ibidem  (same  reference  as  that 
immediately  foregoing) 

Indiana;  Indiana  Reports  (when 
preceded  by  the  volume  number , 
referenco  is  to  the  official 
state  court  reports) . 

LaT;s  of  Indiana  Territory,  The: 
1801-1809.    Edited  by  Francis  S. 
Philbrick.    Collections  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical 
Library:    Vol.  21.  Reprinted 
with  supplementary  Indiana  material. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.    His torical 
Bureau,  1931, 

Laws  of  the  Horthwest  Territory,  The: 
1733-1800.    Edited  by  Theodore  Calvin 
Pease.     Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  Law  Series:    Vol.  1.  Spring- 
field, 111.    Reprinted  by  tho  Illinois 
State  Ear  Association.  (cl925) 

rale 

north 


no. 


northeast 
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no. j  noc. 
nv;. 


number,  nunbors 
northwest 


p.,  pp. 

pr«  fra. 

pt. 

pvt. 

pros.  atty. 

q.V. 
rcc . 
rocr. 

Rov.  Laws  1831 


Rev.  Stat,  13-13 


1  Rev.  Stat.  1852 J 

2  Rev.  Stat.  1352; 


Rev.  Stat.  1881 


rm. 
s. 


page,  pages 
printod  form 
part 
private 

prosecuting  attorney,  prosecuting 
attorney1 s 

which  see 
record 

rocordcr,  recorder's 

Revised  Laws  of  Indiana,  ...  enacted 
by  the  general  assombly  at  their 
fifteenth  session  ...  Published 
by  authority  of  the  general 
assembly*     Indianapolis,  1331. 

Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  passed  at  the  t.:cnty- 
soventh  session  of  the  general 
assembly  ...    Printed  and  published 
according  to  law.  Indianapolis, 
1843. 

Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  passed  at  the  thirty-sixth 
session  of  the  general  assembly 
...    2  vols.    Printed  and  published 
according  to  lavr.    Indianapolis,  1852* 

-Revised  Statutes  of  Indiana  ••• 
Collated  and  annotated  by  Jamos  S. 
Frasor,  John  B.  Stotsenburg,  and 
David  Turpio,  commissioners.  By 
authority  of  the  general  assembly 
Chicago,  111.    B.  B.  Llyers  and 
company,  1881. 

room 

south 
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sec  • 

section 

so. 

southeast 

cm . 

shoriff,  sheriff's 

epe •  cc  c  c  ■ 

spocial  session 

O  ^  —  \y  . 

statutes 

storage 

supply 

supplement 

sur . 

SUrvevor  .    sunroirflr  *  r 

WMl        J        i        y  i  ■  v  v>  y  \j  x  o 

supt.,  supt.  sch. 

Superintendent,  superintendent's, 

superintendent  of  schools 

southv/est 

""*•  treasurer,  treasurer's 

'tv;P  •  tovmship 

u«  S.  United  States 

vol.,  vols.  volume,  volumes 

vt •  vault 

v.-fr.  welfare 

current 

1  foot,  feet 

"  inch,  inches 

Other  abbreviations  in  common  use  are  occasionally  used. 

Explanatory  Lotos 

The  inventory  of  the  records  of  each  bureau  is  preceded 
by  on  explanatory  section,  giving  its  legal  status  and  functions. 
In  this  brief  essay  the  inception  date  of  each  office  is  given  as 
a  comparative  basis  for  the  dates  of  the  records.    If  the  office 
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'.'.•as  established  before  the  origin  of  the  county,  the  date  of 
organization  is  the  inception  date.    Whenever  the  inception  date 
of  records  is  later  than  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the 
county,  it  is  by  roason  of  statutory  inauguration. 

Zntrios  are  grouped  under  an  outline  classification, 
using  headings  and  subheads  according,  to  relative  functions. 
The  first  breakdown  is  centered  in  capitals  and  lower-case;  the 
second  breakdown  is  relative  to  the  first  and  is  in  capitals 
and  lower-case,  underscored  at  the  margin. 

Each  entry  ha3  two  parts  or  paragraphs:    Title  and  descript- 
ion.   Occasionally  an  entry  will  have  a  third  cross-reference 
paragraph. 

I.     The  title  consists  of: 

1.  Entry  number.    The  entries  are  numbered  consecutively 
within  the  county. 

2.  Titles  in  capitals,  enclosed  in  parentheses,  are 
supplied  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey,  because  the  volume 

or  file  has  no  title.    V.'ords  in  capitals  and  lower  case,  enclosed 
in  pareathesos,  are  also  supplied,  where  it  is  necessary  to  ex- 
plain the  typos  of  records  more  fully  or  where  the  exact  title 
borne by  the  rocord  is  incorrect. 

3.  Period  covered  by  the  record,  showing  beginning 
and  ending  dates  by  years  only.    In  a  divided  ye  ax,  the  months 
and  days  are  given.    A  dash  in  place  of  an  ending  date  denotes 
a  continuous  open  record. 

4.  Quantity. 

5.  Markings,  if  a  series  or  a  port  of  a  series,  '.'.here 
the  entry  consists  of  one  unit,  marked  1,  the  marking  is  omitted; 
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if  otherwiso  markod,  oxcopt  by  dates,  marking  i3  givon.  If 
marking  is  inconsistent  or  confusing,  tho  notation  "Labeling 
varios"  follows  tho  quantity. 

6.  I '.is  sing  volumes, 

7.  Subtitles  or  variations  in  title. 

II.  The  description  consists  of: 

1.  A  complete  description  of  the  rocord,  its  contents, 
and  its  purpose,  with  a  resume  of  the  column  headings  or  subjects 
treated. 

2.  I'ethod  of  arrangement  or  indexing. 

3.  L.'aturo  of  rocording.    l.'odorn  records  are  almost 
exclusively  in  printed  form,  filled  in  by  hand  or  typewriter  as 
stated  in  entry. 

4.  Condition.    Unless  good  or  excellent,  in  which  case, 
it  is  omitted. 

5.  Number  of  pages  averaged  for  a  series. 

6.  Size,  averaged  for  a  series,  is  given  in  inches 
•  unless  otherwise  specified;  hence  the  inch  sign  is  omitted. 

7.  Location.    Tho  place  of  custody  (the  room  in  which 
the  records  are  located)  is  givon  in  the  entry,  except,  as 
stated  in  the  essay  on  tho  legal  status  of  the  office,  in  cases 
where  all,  or  the  majority,  of  the  records  are  in  one  room. 

III.  Cross-references  made  to  other  entries. 

1.  For  records  ■which  have  relative  functions. 

2.  For  records  having  earlier  or  later  recordings  under 
a  different  title  or  type  of  record. 

3.  For  records  on  which  additional  information  may  be 
found  in  other  entries. 
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Whenever  an'  entry  contains  more  than  ono  type  of  record, 
all  the  dates  are  riven  in  a  master  entry  under  the  actual 
title  or  under  a  complete  title,  if  supplied,  v/ith  reference 
to  subordinate  entries  for  each  part.    The  subordinate  entries 
consist  of  title,  dates,  and  description  only. 


j  I.  COMMISSIONERS 

—  / 

The  board  of  commissioners  is  a  statutory  body  comprising  threo 
members  elected  for  a  term  of  three  year6.    Elections  are  so  arranged 
that  one  member  shall  retire  each  year.    The  county  is  divided  into 
three  districts  from  each  of  which  one  member  must  be  elected  by  the  : 
electorate  .of  the  entire  county,  (l) 

Washington  County  has  had  a  board  of  commissioners  from  its  orea- 
tion,  as  provided  in  the  Acts  of  1816,  (2)  and  the  Constitution  of 
1851.  (3) 

The  board  was  intended  to  be  the  administrative  and  executive  head 
of  the  county.    Its  powers  were  extensive  and  often  abused.    In  1899 
the  county  council  (q.v.)  was  created  as  a  oheck  upon  the  commissioners 
in  fiscal  matters.  (4) 

The  board  of  commissioners  is  a  corporate  body  with  powers  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  and  possessing  duties,  rights,  and  powers  incident  to 
corporations.  (5)    It  meets  in  regular  session  every  month  on  the  first 
Monday  and  in  special  sessions  as  called  by  the  county  auditor,  its 
ex-officio  clerk.  (6) 

Its  principal  functions  aret    Control  of  county  property,  allovrance 
of  claims  against  county,  (7)  letting  of  county  contracts,  supervision 
of  contracts  of  maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges,  (8)  and  the  preparation 
of  annual  budget  estimates.  (9)    It  appoints  many  county  officials  and 
exercises  the  right  of  eminent  domain.  (10)    Other  powers,  in  specific 
instances,  have  been  conferred  upon  the  board  by  the  legislature; 
chiefly  abolition  or  chango  of  township  or  precinct  boundary  lines,  (ll) 
establishment  of  libraries  (12.)  and  hospitals,  (13)  payment  of  bounties, 
and  offering  of  re-rards.  (14) 

(54) 
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Caumissioners 

The  commissioners,  by  virtue  of  their  offioe,  -were  constituted  a 
hoard  of  turnpike  directors,  by  an  act  of  1879,  for  the  management  and 
control  of  all  freo  turnpikes  in  the  county.    Each  director  had 
personal  supervision  of  one  distriot.    Their  powers  are  to  appoint 
suitable  porsons  to  supervise  the  work  of  repairs;  contract  for  labor 
and  materials;  enter  upon  lands  to  take  gravel,  and  to  give  certifi- 
cates of  payment;  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  board. '(15)    An  act  of 
1S05  made  the  county  auditor  the  clerk  of  the  board.  (16) 

This  board  was  abolished  in  1S13,  and  the  highways  were  placed 
in  charge  of  a  superintendent  of  highways  appointed  by  the  commiss- 
ioners. (17) 

This  office  was  likewise  abolished  twenty  years  later,  and 
supervision  of  highways  was  transferred  to  the  surveyor  (q.v»),  unless 
the  commissioners  appoint  a  highway  supervisor  (q.v.).  (18) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  TTashington  County  is  1817. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  auditor's  office  in  the  courthouse,^ 
unless  otherwise  statod. 


(1)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1029;  (8 
Burns  26-601,  2C-602,  26-603.  (9 

(2)  Acts  1816,  ch.  i4,  sec.  1.  (10 

(3)  Const.,  art.  £,  sec.  10;  1  rev. 
Stat.  1652;  Acts  1929;  Burns  (ll 
26-601.  (12 

(4)  Acts  1899;  Eurns  26-501,  (13 
26-515,  26-529,  26-532,  26-535.  (14 

(5)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  (15 
26-606.  (16 

(6)  Acts  1863;  Burns  26-507.  (17 

(7)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  (18 
26-620. 


Acts  1905;  Burns  35-1301. 
Acts  1699;  Burns  26-516. 
Acts  1899;  Burns  26-2101  to 
26-2106. 

Acts  1859;  Bums  26-701. 

1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  41-5021. 

Acts  1903;  Bums  22-3201. 

Acts  1875;  Burns  26-1101. 

Acts  1879,  p.  226, 

Acts  1905,  pp.  521-579. 

Acts  1913,  ch.  330,  sec.  1. 

Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1101  to 

36-1109. 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reports^ 

1.  CCwaSSIOKERs'  RECORD,  1814— ,    17  vols, 

Reoord  of  commissioners  meeting-/  showing  date,  minutes,  nature  of 
business,  action  taken,  and  date  of  special  session,    No  index.  Ewd, 
572  pp.     18  x  12  x  3. 

3or.d  Is svc 

i  , 

2.  BOND  REGISTER,  1015—,    2  vols.  (1-2), 

J 

Record  of  bond  issues,  showing  serie^  and  bond  no.,  kind,  amount, 
rate  of  interist,  date  due,  and  date  paid,    Arr,  numerically, 

Hdw.^400  pp.  18  x  13  x  2. 

A 

3.  REGISTER  CF  MAGADAN  ROAD  BOLD,  1928—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  road  bond  issues,  showing  date,  total  bond  issue,  series 

and  bond  no,  ,  amount,  rate  of  interest,  warrant  no.,  and  to  whom©  paid. 

No  index,    Zdw,  197  pp.  19  x  14  x  1. 


Bids  and  Contracts 

4.  BIDDERS  RECORD,  1935—.    1  vol,  ^J-^*^ 
Record  of  lowest  bid  on  contract  showing  date  accented,  name  of 

bidder,  address,  nature  of  contract,  amount,  requisition  no.,  items, 

■i  \j 
quanity,  and  date  of  purchase  order.    Indexed  alph,  by  nameJof  bidderv^ 

^p.  :  2  vols. 

Hdw^239  pp.  13  x  14  x  2. 

A 

5.  ROAD  RECORD,  1865-1933.    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  road  contracts  awarded,  showing  date,  name  of  road, 
location,  nature  of  contract/ to  whom  awarded,  amount,  and  warrant  no. 
Arr.  alph,  by  name) of  road';y  Edw,  640  pp,    18  x  12  x  3. 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reports.  (Continue") 


Claims  and  Allowances 


6.  CLAI?:  ALLOWANCE  RECORD,  1874—.    10  vols.  (1-5,1-5).  Title 

varies;  Cornmissioner's  Docket. 
Record  of  claims  allowed,  showing  claim  no.,  amount,  date  filed, 
none  of  claimant,  address,  and  nature  of  cause.    Arr.  Chron. 

Hdw/'642  pp.  16  x  12  x  3. 

A 

7.  OLD  AGE  PENSION,  1933—.    1  vol. 


Record  of  applications  for  old  age  pensions,  showing  date,  name, 
residence,  date  and  place  of  berth,  twp.  family  history,  and  amount 
of  property  owned  by  applicant.    Indexed  alph.  by  name-} of  applicant. 

Hdw.^500  pp.    18  x  13  x  3. 

A 

Seo  also  entries  183-190. 

8.    INSANITY  CLAIMS,  1845— .    10  boxes. 
Claims  for  the  expense  of  alleged  insanity  oases,  showing  date, 
name  of  patient,  residence,  warrant  no.,  clerk's  fees,  examiner,  and 
witnesses.    Arr.  chron.    12  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  re<P«  nn.. 

For  other  records,  see  entries  40-41. 


Roads,  Bridges  and  Bitches 

9.    PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENT,  1899—.    2  vols. 
Record  of  road  improvements,  showing  date,  name  of  contractor,  road, 

location,  nature  of  improvement,  kind  of  material,  receipt  of  warrant, 

1  J 

and  total  amount.    Indexed  alph.  by  name^of  road^  Edw.  188  pp. 

§  A 
16  x  11  x  2.    tree  «rm.  .  . 
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Court  Proooodings  and  Reports. — Claims  and  allov/anooa  (Continue) 

10.    GRAVEL  ROAD  REPAIRS ,  1904-52.    24  boxes. 
Record  of  gravel  road  repairs,  showing  date,  name  of  road,  employees, 
vocation,  kind  of  ziaterial,  cost,  and  vrarrant  no.    Arr.  alph.  by 
nar.o^of  road.'    12  z  10  x  5.    Aud.  rec.  rxa. 


II.     COUNTY  COmiC IL 


In  1G90  tho  legislature  created  the  county  council.    This  council 
consists  of  coven  members  who  are  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years  and 
must  be  resident  freeholders  of  the  county. •  Ono  member  is  elected 
from  each  of  the  four  councilmanic  districts  by  tho  voters  of  the 

Ah* 

district,  ant  threo  members  are  elocted  by  the  voters  of  the  county 
at  large.    The  council  elects  its  president  from  its  membership,  and 
the  auditor  acts  as  its  clerk.     The  sheriff  is  required  to  execute 
the  orders  of  the  council,  (l) 

The  regular  annual  meoting  is  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  after 
the  first  I'.onday  of  Soptomber  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  tax  rate, 
of  imposing  the  tax  levy,  and  of  making  appropriations,  (2)  and  con- 
tinues from  day  to  day  until  its  business  is  completed.  (3)  Special 
meetings  may  be  called  by  the  auditor  or  a  majority  of  the  members.  (4) 
Sessions  must  be  public.  (5)    Although  a  majority  of  the  council  con- 
stitutes a  quorum,  the  passage  of  ordinances  requires  a  majority  of 
all  members;  and  extraordinary  majorities  are  roquirod  by  law  in 
certain  instances;   (S)  a  three-fourths  vote  to  increase  or  insert  an 
item  in  the  budget  estimates  submitted  by  the  county  agencies  through 
the  auditor;  (7)  a  t.vo-thiris  vote  to  make  additional  appropriations 
at  special  meetings.  (8) 

The  nov.-er  of  fixing  tho  tax  rate  '.vhere  it  is  not  fixed  by  lav;,  is  . 
vested  exclusively  in  the  council,  likevrise  the  pveber  of  making  appropria- 
tions of  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury.  (9) 


(59) 
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!The  council  passes  on  all  budget  ostinates  submitted  by  county 
officials,   (10)  as  well  as  emergency  appropriations,  (ll) 

Tho  council  has  exclusive  power  to  authorize  the  borrovrins  of 
money  for  the  county  and  tho  issuing  of  bonds.  (12)    No  sale  or  pur- 
chase by  the  county  of.  real  estate  of  tho  value  of  31,000  or  more 
shall  be  -J2.de  Without  authorization  by  the  council.  (13) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  ".Vashin^ton  County  is  1693. 
All  of  the  records  arc  located  in  the  auditor's  office  in  the  court- 
house . 


(1) 

•■- c  t  s  1^93; 

Bums 

26-501, 

26-502 1  26' 

-509, 

26— 51o , 

26-532. 

(2) 

Acts  1399; 

Burns 

26-507. 

(  3) 

Acts  1899; 

Bums 

26-508. 

(4) 

...cts  1399 , 

1951; 

Bums 

26-507. 

(5) 

Acts  1899; 

Burns 

25-503. 

(6) 

Acts  1399; 

Burns 

26-511. 

(7) 

Acts  1393; 

Burns 

26-520. 

(3)  Acts  1899,  1907,  1913; 
Bums  25-521. 

(9)  Acts  1899;  Burns  25-515. 

(10)  Acts  1399;  Bums  26-620. 

(11)  Acts  1899,  1907,  1913; 
Burns  25-521. 

(12)  Acts  1039,  1921,  1929; 
Bums  26-532. 

(13)  Acts  1899;  Bums  26-534. 


11.    RECOBD—CODIITY  COUNCIL,  1899—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  council  proceedings,  showing  date,  minutes,  budget  estimation-, 
appropriations,  and  namej  of  council  members.    2To  index.    Edw.    525  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3. 
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III.  CLERK 


The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  commonly  rof  orrcd  to  as  "county 
clerk",  is  a  constitutional  officer ,  elected  for  a  four-year  term,  and 
not  entitled  to  hold  office  for  more  than  eight  years  of  any  twelve-year 
period,  (l) 

Elected  as  clerk  ef  the  circuit  court,  the  incumbent  of  the  office 
also  serves,  by  statutory  provisions,  as  clerk  of  any  and  all  county 
courts,  and  as  such  is  required  to  keep  a  set  of  dockets  and  records 
for  all  co-arts,  (2)  ■ 

In  addition  to  his  court  duties,  numerous  other  duties  are  imposed 
upon  the  clerk  by  statute,    L©  serves  ex  officio  as  registration 
officer  for  the  county  and  as  a  member  of  the  various  county  election 
boards,  (o)     ^n  discharging  his  election  duties  he  is  required  to 
keep  records  of  all  eiec-cions  in  the  county,  (<t)  issue  certificates 
of  election  to  successful  candidates,  (5)  and  act  as  clerk  to  the 

CO 

commissioners  appointed  by  the  circuit  court  to  make ^recount  in 
contested  elections,  (o) 

Other  important  duties  of  the  clerk  are  the  issuance  of  marriage 
licenses,  (7)  professional  licenses  such  as  physician**,  (8)  dentists1, 
(9)  and  optometrists* j  (lo)  hunting,  fishing,  and  trapping  licenses;  (ll) 
business  licenses  such  as  poultry  dealers'  (12)  and  junk  dealers';  (13) 
and  permits,  to  carry  firearms,  (14;    ho  approves  the  bonds  of  county 
officers,  (15;  and  approves  and  files  the  bonds  of  notaries.  (16)  He 
is  required  to  keep  a  nurses1  register  (17)  and  a  record  of  firm  and 


(61) 
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partnership  certificates,  (lG)  and  he  also  records  many  legal  insi^jfments. 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  V.'ashington  County  is  1814. 
The  records  are  located  in  the  clerk's  record  room  in  the  courthouse 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


(1)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2;  (9 
Burns  49-2701.  (10 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Bums  (ll 
49-2706.  (12 

(3)  Acts  1933;  Burns  29-306.  (13) 

(4)  Acts  1905;  Burns  29-1404.  (1/.) 

(5)  Acts  1331;  Burns  29-1501.  (15) 

(6)  Acts  1381  spc.  sess.;  Burns  (13) 
29-2103,  (17) 

(7)  Acts  1852;  Burns  44-201.  (is) 

(8)  Acts  1397;  Burns  63-1302* 


Acts 

1913, 

I  Suras 

63-500, 

Acts 

1907, 

;  Burns 

63-1009. 

Acts 

1927, 

;  Burns 

11-302. 

Acts 

1917. 

;  Burns 

48-1407. 

Acts 

1905] 

;  Burns 

42-703. 

Acts 

1925. 

;  Burns 

10-4721. 

Acts 

1352, 

;  Burns 

29-105. 

Acts 

1852. 

;  Burns 

49-3503. 

Acts 

1905. 

p  Burns 

63-903. 

Acts 

1909 

;  Burns 

50-201. 

elections 

Voters 

12.  REGISTER  OF  NOTICE  OF  INTENTION  TO  BEC0L3  A  QUALIFIED  ELECTOR, 
1892.    1  vol. 

Record  of  intention  to  become  a  qualified  elector,  shovring  date,  name, 
residence,  age,  tvrp.,  tov/n  or  city,  v.rard  and  precinct.  Inde::ed 
aiph.  by  nane<>of  elector.    Hdw.    175  pp.  18  x  12  x  1-1-. 

13.  2.:C?IC2  OF  ELECTION  (REGISTRATION) ,  1815-1915.    87  file  boxes. 
Register  of  Voters  for  election,  shovring  date,  name,  residence, 
politics,  v.rard,  and  precinct.    Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  voter.    14  x  5  x  3. 
Clk.  off. 

14.  RECORD  OF  A3  SSI"?  VOTERS,  1922—.    2  vols.  (l-2). 

Record  of  absent  electors  seeking  privilege  to  vote,  shov/ing  date  of 


Ql or] . 


63 


-loctions — Voters  (continued) 

application,  name,  residence,  t  -/ess  to  which  ballots  were  sent, 

di         -.it  and  date  returned,  exed     .ph.  by  name^of  electo^i 
Hdw.     240  pp.  18  x  15  x  1-J-. 

■otur  r„  y 

15.    GE1IERAL  Al'D  SPECIAL  ELECTION,  1914-28.    10  file  boxos. 
General  and  special  election  certificates,  showing  date,  kind  of  office, 
name  of  elected  official,  date/  term  begins  and^a^e  expires.  Arr. 
alph.  by  subject.    10  x  5  x  10.    Si.  off. 

Official  30nds 
(See  also  entries  142-143) 

Coir."  - 

15.    OFFICIAL  30:iD  RECORD,  1373—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  surety  bonds  furnished  by  public  officials,  she-zing  date, 
name,  residence,  term,  amount  of  bend,  and  witnesses.    Indexed  alph. 
by  namc3of  official',    haw.    452  pp.  18  x  12  x  2|r. 

-isccllanecus 

17.    B0I7D  RECORD  NOTARY  PUBLIC,  1887—.    3  vols.    1907-10,  missing* 
Record  of  notary  public  surety  bonds,  showing  date,  name,  residence, 
business  address-,  bondsman,  witnesses,  terms,  and  amount.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  notary.'*'  Hdvr.    404  pp.  16  x  12  x  2. 


CX«rk 
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Licenses 

^ferriages 

T^ce  also  entry  177) 

13.    MARRIAGE  APELK  JJTIGN  RECORD,  1815—.    20  vols.  (l-20). 
Record  of  applications  for  marriage  license,  shelving  date,  name, 
residence,  sex,  color    or  ^seX,  race,  dates'  and  place  of  birth, 
occupation,  of  times-  divorced,  witnesses,  naneXof  parents,  residence, 

occupation,  date,  and  place  of  birth.    Indexed  alph.  by  nameJof 
applicox-t>l    Hdrr.    592  pp.  13  x  13  x  3. 

19.  L'ARRIAGE  AFFIDAVIT,  1868—.    22  vols.  (l-2,  A-T). 
Record  of  permits  for  marriage  given  by  parents  or  guardians,  show- 
ing date,  name  of  applicant,  residence,  sex,  color  or  race,  occupation, 
date^  and  place  of  birth;  name  of  parent,  residence,  occupation,  and 
t>lace  of  birth.    Indexed  alph.  by  name^of  bride  and  groom.  Hdvr. 

500  pp#  18  x  12  x  2.    2  vols.,  1853-1918,  elk.  Dec.  ra.j  20  vols.,  1918-- 

A 

elk.  off. 

20.  StAHRlAGE  RETURN,  1855—.    53  boxes. 

Marriage  certificate  returns  by  officials  of  ceremony,  showing  date, 

full  name  of  parties,  residence,  age,  color,  occupation,         of  times 

married,  names  of  parents,  and  names'  and  address  of  official.  Arr. 

chron.    12  x  10  x  5.    20  boxes,  1855-94,  elk.  rec.  rm.;  19  boxes, 

<t  3 
1895-1915,  elk.  vt.  off.;  14  boxes,  191^—,  elk.  off. 
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Licensee  (continued) 

Professional 

21  .    PHYSICIAN'S  CERTIFICATE^  1331--.    4  vole. 
Record  of  applications  for  physicians'  licenses,  showing  date,  name, 
residence,  age,  school  attended,  date  of  diploma,  qualification^ 
certificate,  and  statement  of  license  issued.    Indexed  alph.  by  named 

of  applicant.    Hdw.    250  pp.  13  x  12  x  lj#    1  vol.,  1831-35,  elk.  pvW, 

J) 

off.,  3  vols.,  133-3 — ,  elk.  rec.  m. 

ml  " 

22.    OPTOMETRY  LICENSE  RECORD,  1907-17.    1  vol. 
Record  of  certificates  of  registration  to  practice  optometry,  showing 
no.,  date,  name,  residence,  witnesses,  date  of  license,  and  name  of 
president  of  board  of  examiners.    Indexed  alph.  by  naae-^of  optometrist? 
Hctar.    139  pp.  14  x  9  x  1. 

25.    RECORD  OF  VETERINARY  MEDICINE  OR  SURGERY,  1901-5.    1  vol. 
Record  of  applications  for  veterinary  license  to  practice  medicine 
and  surgery,  showing  dates',  name,  address,  nyC  of  years  a  resident, 

|  / 

qualifications,  and  name^f  witnesses.    Indexed  alph.  by  namo^of 
applicant^    Hdw.    160  pp.  16  x  11  x  I. 

Business 

24.    RECORD  0?  POULTRY  DEALERS,  LICEI'SE,  1917—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  applications  for  license  to  buy  and  sell  poultry,  shovrisng 
date,  name,  place  of  business,  and  nameOof  witnesses.    Indexed , alph. 
by  namo^of  applicant*    Hdw*    504  pp.  13  x  9  x  2, 
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Certificates 

25.  RECORD  CF  PARTNERSHIP,  1909—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  business  operating  as  partnerships,  showing  date,  name  of 

company,  location,  names  and^nd".  of  persons  in  the  business,  and 

J  _        )  i  u  : 

addreco.    indexed  alph.  by  names  of  partners.    Hdw.    426  pp.  16  x  12  x  3. 

26.  INSURANCE  REGISTER,  1876-99.    I  vol. 

Record  of  insurance  agencies,  showing  date,  name  of  company,  name  of 

c J 

agent,  and  their  address.    Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  insurance  company, 
HdW.    427  pp.  13  x  12  x  3. 

27.  PATEIZT  RIGHT  RECORD,  1869-70.    1  vol. 
Record  of  patents  registered  by  inventors,  showing  date  filed,  name  of 
patent,  description  of  invention,  and  name  of  owner.    l>o  index.  Hdw. 
444  pp.  15  x  11  x  2. 

23.    PERMIT  FOR  FIRE  ARMS,  1925-33.     2  vols.  (l-2).  » T-£**<<«$.*t'f*.f 

Record  of  permits  to  carry  firearms,  showing  date,  name,  age,  residence, 
kind  of  weapon,  description,  and  no.  of  permit.    Indexed  alph.  by  nrmoJ 
of  person)  given  permit-i    Hdw.    200  pp.  11  x  8  x  1. 

Registers 

29.    REGISTER  TRAINED  27JRSES,  1909-34.    1  vol. 
Record  of  graduate  nurses  in  county,  showing  date  cf  registration, 
namo,  and  residence.    Indexed  alph.  by  name^of  nurse.    Hdw,    322  pp. 
14  x  9  x  1.    Clk.  off . 
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Registers  (continued) 

50.  NEGRO  REGISTER,  1852-61.    1  vol. 

Register  of  negroes,  showing  date,  none,  residence,  description,  dato y 
and  placo  of  birth,  and  namoof  witnesses.    Indexed  alph.  by  namcoof 
negro.    Hot;.    459  pp.  16  x  11  x  l>f. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

51.  CLiPH'S  DAILY  BALAHCS  AMD  CASH  SIAIELZITT,  1915--.    10  vols. 
(1-10). 

Record  of  daily  receipts,  disbursements,  and  balance^  showing  date, 
amount  of  receipts,  amount  disbursed,  number  of  account,  kind  of  fund, 
and  balance.    Ho  index.    Hdw,    522  pp.  11  x  9  x  l-g-. 

32.    CASH  BOOK,  1370--.    0  vols.  (l-3). 
Record  of  all  money  received,  showing  date,  no.  of  receipts,  name  of 
payer,  amount,  purpose,  and  amount  of  fees.    Indexed  alph.  by  name^of 
payeri    Hdw.    250  pp.  17  x  15  x  2  5/4. 

53.    RECEIPTS  IN  GENERAL,  1910—.    5  vols. 
Record  of  receipts  for  foes,  showing  date,  no.  of  receipt,  from  whom 
received,  for  what  purpose,  amount,  and  balance.    Arr.  by  receipt  no^ 
Hdw.    424  pp.  14  x  10  ;:  2. 

34.   cash  20c::  c?  d:siurse:x::ts,  1912—.  1  vol. 

Record  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing  date,  warrant  no.,  from 
whoa  received,  to  whom  paid,  for  what  purpose,  kind  of  fund,  and  name 
of  twp.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    242  pp.  IS  x  12  x  2. 


iv.   ?rosecut:::g  attorijey 


The  prosecuting  attorney  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  in 
oo.ch  judicial  circuit  for  a  term  of  two  years,  (l)     He  is  required  to 
post  a  bond  to  be  approved  by  the. judge  of  the  circuit  court  and  filed 
with  the  clerk.  (2) 

% 

Prior  to  the  consitution  of  1351  the  office  of  prosecuting 
attorney  was  created  by  a  legislative  act  in  1351.    A  prosecuting 
attorney  for  each  .judicial  circuit  v;ac  chosen  by  a  joint  ballot  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives.  (oJ 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  to  inquire  into  the 
comrissionc  of  any  folony  or  misdemeanor  received  on  information.  (4) 
He  conducts  all  prosecutions  for  felonies  and  misdemeanors  in  Washing- 
ton County,  all  suits  on  forfeited  recognizances,  resists  applications 
for  changing  names,  protects  interest)  of  all  persons  of  unsound  mind, 
superintends  on  behalf  of  the  county  any  of  its  trust  funds,  and  defends 
all  suits  in  which  tho  same  may  bo  interested.  (5) 

The  prosecuting  attorney  may  take  ac]:no7.rledgments  to  deeds  or 
other  instruments  in  writing,  administer  oaths,  protest  notes  and 
checks,  take  depositions  of  witnesses,  and  perform  any  duty  now  con- 
ferred on  a  notary  public.  (6) 

This  office  has  existed  in  Washington  County  since  the  county's 
organization  in  1517, 


(38) 


1 


Prosecuting  Attorney 

4    »  %J 


(1)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  11; 
2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Burns 
4-9-2501. 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1C52,  Burns 
49-2502. 


(o)  Rev.  Stat.  1051,  ch.  10, 

3CC •    1 • 

(4)  Rev.  Stat.  .Burns  49-2503. 

(5)  2  Rev.  StaV.  1852;  Burns 
29-2504. 

(6)  Acts  1919;  Bums  49-2507. 


lie-  records  could  be  found. 


V.      CIRCUIT  CuURx 


The  circuit  court  is  created  by  the  Indiana  Constitution.  (1) 
The  judge  of  the  circuit  court  is  elected  by  the  people  of  the  circuit 
and  serves  for  a  tern  of  six  years.  (2)    The  forty-second  circuit 
comprises  Crange  and  Vfashington  Counties. 

The  court  has  jurisdiction  of  law,  equity,  and  criminal  cases,  and 
actions  for  divorce;  he' also  has  jurisdiction  of  the  settlement  of 
decodent*s  estates  and  guardianships.    The  court  has  jurisdiction  of 
all  other  causos,  matters,  and  proceedings.    It  has  such  appellate 
jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred  by  lav.  (3) 

Tho  inception  date  of  this  office  in  7foshington  County  is  1816. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  clerics  record  room  in  the  courthouse* 

(1)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  1.  (5)  Acts  1881;  Bums  4-303. 

(2)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  2. 

Civil  and  Criminal  Causes 

35.  FILE  1NDKX,  1S1S-51.    1  vol. 

Index  record  to  files  of  court  cases,  shov.lng  date,  plaintiff  and 

i 

defendant,  and  file  no.    Arr.  chron.    Edw.    469  pp.  16  z  11  X  2. 

3 

36.  INDICTMENT  RECORD,  1655—.    13  vols.  (4-15). 

Record  of  indictments  and  affidavits,  showing  names'  of  persons-  indicted, 
dates,  charges,  attorney* s  namc^,  ivitnessess,  and  clerk.    Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  one  indicted.    Edw.    395  pp.  16  x  12  x  3. 

(70) 
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Civil  and  Criminal  Causes  (continuod) 


37.  IlflXECTMEHTS  RECORD,  1855—  •    8  vole.  (1-8). 

Record  of  indictments  "by  grand  jury  of  oriminal  cases,  showing  date, 
court  torm,  indictment  no.,  name  of  person  indicted,  charge,  and 
prosecutor* s  name.    Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.    Edw.    440  pp. 
18  x  12  x  2£. 

38.  AFFIDAVIT  AND  iBPORi'ATIOtf  RECORD,  1904-32.    2  vols. 

Record  of  affidavits  and  complaints  charging  non  support  of  dependants, 
showing  dates,  plaintiffs,  and  defendants  names,  and  nature  of  complaint. 
Arr.  numerically.    Edw.    432  pp.  14  x  9  x  2. 

39.  RECOGI^IZAiiCE  BOliD  RECORD,  1929-35.    1  vol. 

Record  of  affidavit  of  personal  surety,  showing  name  of  party,  name  of 
security,  amount  of  bond,  and  date.  '  Arr.  numerically.    Edw.    548  pp. 
18  x  12  i  3,  > 

40.  IU5AME  RECORD,.  1872—*    6  vols.  (1-6),    Varies:    RECORD  0? 


v. 


insanity. 


Record  of  persons  comitted,  released,  or  rotumed  to  hospital  of 

A 

insane,  showing  date,  state,  county,  insanity  statement,  patient's 
history,  family  hictory,  medicial  examiner's  statement,  attending 
physician,  and  certificate  of  justice  of  peace.    Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  patient.    Hdvr.    595  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

For  other  roccrds,  see  entries  8,  41. 

41.    INSANITY,  1844--.    14  file  boxes. 
Findings  on  insanity  casos  examined,  showing  patient* s  name,  personal 
history,  insanity  history,  family  history,  attending  physician's 


Circuit  Court 


72 


Crri.1  and  Criminal  Causes  (continued) 

statement,  and  judge* s  committment  order*  Arr.  chron.  12  x  10  x  5. 
9  boxes,  1844-1910,  elk.  pvt.  off,;  2  boxes,  1923-31,  elk,  rec.  rru? 
3  boxes,  1910—,  elk.  off* 

For  other  records,  see  entries  8,  41. 

42.  ILUmiALIZATIui-i,  18S2-1906.    1  vol. 

Record  of  naturalisation 'applications,  showing  date,  applicant »s  name, 
arrival  date  in  United  States:,  native  country,  conditions  of  naturaliza- 
tion, and  clerk's  name.    Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.    Hdw.    319  pp. 
18  x  12  x  2.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

Court  Proceedings 

43.  EUSSTj  IsSUE  DOuEET  AMD  PJSB  BOuK,  1913—.    15  vols.  (1-13). 
Record  of  minutes  and  proceedings  of  civil  court,  showing  date  filed, 
namej- of  parties,  attorneys*  names,  fee  settlement,  reoeipts,  clerk's 
memoranda,  and  sheriff's  receipts.    Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff. 
Edw.    293  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.    Clk.  off. 

44.  Eirm  DOCKET  CIRCUIT  CuURx,  1839—.    18  vols.  (1-18). 
^fjcT<^ Varies:    Entry  Docket. :! 'Clerk's  Docket. 

Record  of  court  proceedings,  showing  docket  issues,  clerk* s  fees 
itemized,  order  book,  fees,  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants,  and 
clerk's  total  receipts.    Arr.  numerically.    Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Clk.  nvt.  off. 
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45..   ISSUE  DOCKET,  CIRCUIT,  1658—.    31  vols.  (1-51). 
Record  of  circuit  court  proceedings,  shewing  date,  attorneys*  names, 
names  of  parties,  and  cauco.    Arr.  numerically.    Hdw. _pja_printecT 
^fprms.    296  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

46.  BAR  DOCKET,  1887-1909.    9  vols.  (1-9). 

)  I 

Record  of  cases  filed,  'Showing  date^f- lied,  plaintiffs^ jpd^defendants 
n^mcc,  attorneys,  cause,  and  cause  no.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    300  pp. 
18  x  12  x  lv>    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

47.  CRIMINAL  RECORD,  1879—.    6  vols.  (1-6). 

) 

Record  of  criminal  court  proceedings,  showing  date,  defendants  names, 
cause  no.,  and  disposition  of  case.    Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  defendant. 

Hdw.    580  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

> 

48.  JUDGES  DOCKET  CIVIL,  1853—.    29  vols.  (1-29). 
Record'of  minutes  of  court  in  civil  cases,  showing  dates,  names  of 
parties,  cause,  no.,  courts  procedure,  and  disposition  of  case. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    520  pp.  18  x  15  x  5.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

49.  JUDGsiElJ'T  DOCKET  RECORD,  1655-83.    4  vol.  (A-D). 
Record  of  judgements^ showing  plaintiff's  and  defendant's  names, 
receipts",  satisfaction,  assignment,  date,  and  remarks.    Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  defendant.    Hdw.    419  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk  pvt.  off. 

50.  IIBIUTE  BOOK  CIVIL  RECORD,  1852—.    45  vols.  (A-2;  1-19). 
Record  of  minutes  and  proceedings  of  court,  showing  plaintiffs  and 

-  -  -''  w  Bp* 

defendant Ts  names,  cause,  date,  and  judgement  rendered.    Arr.  chron. 
475  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
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51.    FIIIAL  RECORD  CIRCUIT  COURXj  1872-1918.    15  vols.  (A-0). 
Record  of  solecting  jurors  for  grand  jury  service,  and  inventories  of 
bankruptcy  sales,  showing  date,  plaintiff's  and  defendant's  names, 
and  clerk's  certification.    Arr.  alph.  by  nanc-^of  plaintiffs  Hdw. 
590  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  5/4.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 


Executions 

"(See  also  ontrios  76,  103-106) 


52.    EXECUTION  DOCKET  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1841—.    8  vols.  (3-10). 
1695-1901,  raicsing. 
Record  of  sheriff's  sales  of  property,  showing  plaintiff's  and 
defendant's  naxios,  to  vrhon  judgment  is  rondored,  costs,  kind  of  -writ, 

to  what  office  issued,  and  officer's  return.    Arr.  alph.  by  nanes  of 

Ki.tr.    IM  t  j>.  IS  . 

plaintiff?    Hdv/.    208  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    6  vols.,  1841-95,  clk.  pvt. 
off 2  vols.,  1901—,  clk.  roc.  rm. 

55.    LIS  PENDENS  RECORD,  1882—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  certificates  of  sales^  showing  assignment  date,  sheriff's 
certificate,  land  description,  and  clerk's  narie.    Arr.  alph.  by  nama<2 
of  property  owner.    Edw.    424  pp.  18  x  13  x  2g, 

54.    LIS  PEliDEl.S  OP  LAUD  REDE^TION  RECORD,  1884—.    3  vols.  (1-3). 
Rocord  of  rederpticn  of  land  sold  on  court  order,  showing  date,  amount 
of  date  of  sale,  description  and  location  of  land.    Arr.  alph.  by  naxie-J 
of  payor;    Edw.    574  pp.  16  x  15  x  2£. 
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Probate  Cauoos" 
(Soe  also  entry  77) 

55.    ADMINISTRATORS  A5D  GUARDIANS  BOIJD  RECORD,  1852— •    12  vols.^^j/^ 
Record  of  administrator  and  guardians  bonds,  showing  date,  amount  of 
bond,  v/itnosscsS  names,  obligation,  date  approved,  bondsmens'  names. 


r.nd  clerk's  name.    Arr.  alph.  by  name' of  estate*.'    Hdw.    595  pp. 

18  x  12  x  5.    1  vol.,  1852-1953,  elk.  roc.  rm.;  10  vols.,  1865-1933,  . 

elk.  pvt.  off.;  1  vol.  1933—,  oik.  off. 

56.  PAEIII'IuH  RECORDS,  1889—.    7  vols.  (A-G), 

Record  of  suits  filed  for  partitioning  of  real  estate,  shewing  dates7, 
names  of  parties,  plats  involved,  location,  property  description, 
appraisod  value,  reason  for  action,  court  proceedings,  commissioners 1 
names,  and  disposition  of  case.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  parties. 
Hdw.    556  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.  - 

57.  XMVENTOiff  RECORD,  1881-1935.    13  vols.  (1-13).  1890-92; 
1930-32,  missing. 

Invontory  record  of  real  and  personal  property,  showing  property 
description,  valuation,  dates,  name  of  deceased,  and  amount  and  value 
of  property  taken  by  -widow.    Arr.  alph.  by  name.}  of  heir-V  Hdw. 
320  pp.  18  x  13  x  3. 

58.  GUARDIAN  IiJVEiiTORY,  1870-76.    1  vol. 

Record  of  real  and  personal  property  of  heirs,  showing  guardian's  name, 
amount  of  personal  property,  amount  of  real  estate,  total,  and  notary's 
name.    Arr.  alph.  by  nane^of  heir.    Edw.    420  pp.  15  x  10  x  lg» 
Clk.  pvto  off. 


Circuit  Court  76 
Probate  Causes  (continued) 

59.    IflHERITANCJS  TRANSFER  TAX.  RECORD,  1919— ♦    1  vol. 
Pccord  of  inheritance  tax  on  estates,  showing  narie3  of  estates', 
heirs'  nanes,  date  filed,  amount  of  exempt ions',  property  value,  rate, 
and  anount  of  tax.    Arr.  alph.  "by  name<3of  e  stated Edw.    159  pp. 
23  x  18  x  2.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

For  other  records,'  see  entry  151. 

GO.    LEDGER  CIRCUIT,  1839-55.    1  vol.  .  \^ 

Pocord  of  executor^  sale  of  property  showing  executor's  name^Bond-s- 

)  j 

.ran's-nane,  anount  of  bond,  date,  anount  and  value  of  real  estate, 
and  anount  of  note.    Arr.  alph.  by  name- <>  of  deceased.    Edw.    350  pp. 
18  x  12  x  2^.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

61.  SALu  BILL  RECORD,  1881—.    8  vols.  (1-8). 

Record  of  sale  of  personal  property  of  doceqsod  porsons,  showing 
inventory  no.,  list  of  articles,  sale  anount,  to  whom  sold,  sale  terms, 
and  surety's  none.    Arr.  alph.  by  nameSof  docoasod.    Edw.    599  pp. 
18  x  IE  x  3.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

62.  WILL  RECORD,  1814—.    11  vols.  (A-K)« 

Reoord  of  wills,  showing  testators/  names',  witnesses,  heirs,  executors', 
p,  date | ,  and  amounts  bequeathed.    Arr.  alph.  by  nane^of 


administrator 
testator.^  Edw.    608  pp.  11  x  10  x  3. 


Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes 
'(Sec  also  entry  'PS) 

63.    GENERAL  EtiTkK  CLAILI  AND  ALLO.YAlICa  DOCKET,  1871—.    6  vols.  (1-6). 
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Probate  Cause s— Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes  (continued) 


Record  of  estate  claims  allov/eci  by  court,  showing  ostato  no.,  names 

of  deceased,  claimants,  administrators,  sureties,  court  hoaring 

j  4  A 

date^o,  claims/,  anount  of  feos,  costs,  and  nature  of  claims'*  Arr. 

alph.  by  namcvof  executor.'   Hdv*    295  pp.  17  x  15  x  2j. 

64.  (AWEARAL'CE  DOCKET),  1884--.    9  vols.  (1-9). 

Record  of  fees,  court  issues,  and  proceedings,  sh.ovri.ng  namoJ>of  estate, 
administrator  and  executor,  amount  of  bond,  amouxrt>of  sale^  and  claims; 
and  villi*    Arr.  alph.  by  namejof  deceased.    Hdvr.    582  pp.  17  x  12  x  3. 

65.  GUARDIANSHIP  DOCKET  AMD  FEE  BOOK,  1882—.  4  vols.  (2,  2-5, 
and  1  not  numbered).  Variations*  Judge's  Docket  Guardian- 
ship; guardianship  Docket. 

Record  of  guardianship 'minor  heirs,  sh.ovri.ng  date,  name  of  v/ard|S,  date 

>"AC  7 

of  birth,  guardian' s  name,  address,  amount  of  bond,  nanetof ^sureties, 
report  date3,  balance,  court  proceedings,  and  order  book  and  page  no. 

Arr.  alph.  by  name 'of  estate'/  Hdw*    290  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  off. 

s 

For  earlier  records  see  entry  66.    Judges  Docket  Probate. 

66.  JUDGES  DOCKET  PR03ATE,  1874-1519.    11  vols.  (1-9,  A-B). 
Judge Ts  record  of  estates,  shovring  administrator,  executor,  jaaneToT" 
decer.dants,  suret-es,  bond  amounts,,  date  filed,  court  proceedings, 
sale  of  lands,  and  notice  dates.    Ho  index.    Hdvr*    294  pp.  18  x  15  x  2g*< 
Clk.  pvt.  off© 

67.  ORDER  BOOH  PROBATE,  1865—.    41  vols.  (A-Z,-!.-!^). 
Record  of  guardianship  proceedings,  shov/ing  guardians \^ name s,  v^rds 


nsjae's,  estate  settlements',  admi nistors^nar^s,  and  dates.    Arr.  alph. 

by  name '  of  estate^  Hdw.    640  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    26  vols.,  1865-1901,  81k* 

I 

roc*  rm*.15  vols.,  1907—,  clk.  off* 

/ 
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Probate  Causes— Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes  (continued) 

68.  PROBATE  LECliUTE  RECOPJJ,  1819—.    13  vols.  (1-13). 
Record  of  probate  cases  showing  dates,  plaintiff's  and  defendants 
names,  name  of  estate,  case  no.,  proceedings,  and  oourt  tern.  Arr. 
by  caso  no.    Haw.    Condition  fair.    462  pp.  14  x  11  x  2g* 

Fee  and  Cash  Records 

69.  REGISTER  OF  FEE  AMD  FUHD  PIELD  Il\f  TRUsT,  1911—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  funds  held  in  trust  by  court,  showing  amounts',  dateys  received, 
cause,  plaintiff's  and  defendant's  names,  and  date^  disbursed.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name:,  or  hoir.    Kdv/.  521  pp.  18  x  13  x  3g-« 

70.  CLERIC'S  FEE  AiiD  CASH  BOCK,  1910—.    2  vols.  (1-2). 

Record  of  finos  and  forfeitures  collected,  showing  from  collected, 
date,  amount  of  finos  collected,  date  paid,  amount  of  forfeitures,  and 
date  paid  to  county  treasurer.    Arr.  by  case  no.    Edw.    484  pp. 
18  x  13  x  3. 

71.  FEE  BOuK,  1840-1926.    18  vols.  (5-6,  8-22,  and  1  not  numbered). 
1842-46  and  1865-71,  missing. 

Rocord  of  court  fees  collected,  showing  plaintiff's ^ahd  defendant's  a^k>- 
names,  attorneys-'- names',  date,  costs,  and  receipts.    Arr.  alph.  by 
namei  of  defendant^-   Hdw.    290  pp.  18  x  12  x  3*    14  vols.,  1840-1915, 
elk.  reo.  rm.;  3  vols.,  1882-91,  oik.  pvt.  off.;  1  vol.  1915-26,  oik. 
off. 

For  later  records  see  entry  43. 
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Foe  and  Cash  Records  (continued) 

72.  CfilMlUAL  FEE  BUUK,  1870-1923.    10  vols.  (1-10). 

Record  of  itemized  fees  of  crimi nal  cases,  showing  case  no.,  offense, 
indictment  date,  proceedings,  ordor  book,  chance  of  vonuo,  justico 
of  peace  or  city  court  cost,  circuit  and  criminal  court  costs,  and 
clerk* s  receipts  for  fines  and  costs  paid.    Arr.  by  case  no.  Hdw. 
450  pp.  18  x  12  x  2o 

For  later  records  see  entry  43. 

j 

73.  REGISTER  OF  \YlTiIEsS  AIID  OTHER  FEES,  1871— ♦    3  vols. 
1894-1201,  missing. 

Rocord  of  foes  and  allov/ancos  ordered  by  court,  showing  book  and  page 
no.,  title  cause,  amounts,  dates,  from,  whom  received,  and  to  whom  paid. 
Arr.  chron.    Edw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

74.  JURY  CERTIFICATE  FOR  ALLOWANCE,  1892-1914.    1  vol. 

Rocord  of  payments  for  jury  service,  showing  certificate  no.,  juror's 
name,  no.  of  days  on  jury,  court  term,  date  paid,  and  amount.  Arr. 
numerically.    Hdw.    200  pp.  16  x  11  x  1.    Clk.  pvt.  off. 

For  later  records  see  entry  43. 

) 

75.  CASK  BOOK  OF  DISBuIiSElEiJT,  1912-26.    1  vol. 

Record  of  disbursement  of  fees  and  funds  ordered  by  court,  showing  dates', 
amounts,  by  whom  ana  to  -whom  paid,  and  case  no.    Ari*.  by  case  no.  Hdw. 
242  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.    Clk  pvt.  off. 


VI.    C01u.:01T  PLRAS  COURT j 

The  common  pleas  court  was  established  "by  an  act  of  1652,  The 
judges  were  elected  for  terms  of  four  years,  (l) 

The  common  pleas  court  had  jurisdiction  in  matters  relating  to 
probate  of  wills;  appointment  of  guardians  for  persons  of  unsound  mind 
and  other  disabilities;  in  matters  relating  to  executors  and  adminis- 
trators; (2)  in  civil  matters  ranging  from  fifty  to  one  thousand  dollars 
except  cases  of  slander ,  libel,  breach  of  marriage  contract,  and  action 
of  official  bond,  or  where  the  title  of  real  estate'  shall  be  in  issue; 

(0)  and  criminal  jurisdiction  in  cases  which  are  not  felonies  except 
those  triable  by  the  justice  of  the  peace.  (4) 

Bocause  of  the  inadequacies  of  this  court,  it  was  abolished  in 
1675  and  the  jurisdiction  was  transfered  to  the  circuit  court.  Pending 
cases  continued  to  be  entered  in  common  pleas  records  until  completion 
of  the  suits.  (5) 

The  inception  date  of  this  court  in  ">'>'ashington  County  is  1853. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  clerk's  private  office  in  the  court- 
house, unless  otherwise  stated,  and  are,  with  other  court  records,  in 
the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court. 

(1)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1,  (4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec.  1.  ch.  8,  sec.  14. 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1,  (5)  Acts  1873,  ch.  29,  sec.  80. 
ch.  8,  sec.  4. 

(3)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1652,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec. 11. 


(80) 


Common  Pleas  Court 


81 


Executions 
(see  also  entries  52-62,  103-105) 

76.  EXECUTION  DOCKET  COMMON  PLEAS  COURT,  1853-73.     2  vols.  (1-2) 
Record  of  judgements  rendered  in  debts  or  damages'  suits,  shov/ing  date  of 
issuo,  kind  of  writ,  names  of  litigants,  decree  of  court,  amount  awarded 
costs  and  feos,  total  amount,  name  of  party  receiving  judgement,  and 
officers  return.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    Edv.     288  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3. 

?or  later  records  see  entry  52, 

J 

Probate  Causes 
(see  also  entries  55-52) 

77.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORD,  1864-5S.    1  vol. 

Record  pertaining  to  interstate  probate  cases,  showing  name  of  deceased, 
residence  during  life,  inventory  and  value  of  estate,  and  names  of 
administrator  and  attorney.     Indexed  alph,  by  titles  of  estates.  Hdw. 
433  pp.  18  x  12  x  3, 

Proceedings  in  probate  causes/ 
(see  also  entries  63-68)  ' 

78.  FINAL  RECORD  COURT  OF  C0L:.:01J  PLEAS,  1852-72.    10  vols.  (A- J). 
Records  of  lasj^a,  of  -Estate ^property  and  apportionment  among  heirs. 
Showing  dato,  title  of  estate,  amount  realized  and  poxpkrtiments  amounts 
due  each  heir.      Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.    Hdw.     590/  pp.  18  x  12 
x  5. 


Fee  and  Cash  record/ 

/ 

79.     FEE  BOOK  "C0:::0i:  PLEAS  COURT",  1853-70.     6  vols.  (1-6). 
Record  of  fees  in  court  cases,  showing  names  of  litigants,  attorney, 

amounts  of  fees,  fines,  and  costs.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  defendants 

I  a  ar 

Edw.    250;  pp.  16  ::  11  x  2§.  <clk.  rec.  rm« 


VI  I. 


RECORDER 


The  recorder  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  a  tem-of 
four  years.    Ee  is  required  to  give  a  bond,  (l)    Ho  perron  ic  eligible 
to  hold  the  office  of  recorder  for  rr.oro  than  eight  years  in  any  twelve - 
year  period.  (2) 

The  title  of  this  officer  describes  his  functions:    to  make  and 
preserve  a  public  record  of  legal  documents  for  private  persons  as 
required  by  lav.-.    Cf  the  many  hinds  of  instruments  recorded,  the  nore 
important  are:    Leeds,  mortgages,  and  apprentices'  indentures,  (3) 
satisfactions,  cancelations,  and  assignments  of  any  hind,  (4)  relcasos, 
(5)  r.ochanics'  liens,  (G)  and  leases.  (?) 

The  recorder  is  also  required  to  heep  a  record  of  artid^/s  of  in- 
corporation filed  in  his  office,  (o)  and  certificates  of  admission  for 
foreign  corporations  to  do  business  in  Indiana.  (9)    There  are  also  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  recorder,  records  of  cemetery  deeds,  (10) 
cemetery  associations,  (11)  farm  names,  (12)  and  chattel  mortgages,  (15) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Washington  County  is  1816. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  recorder's  record  room  in  the  court- 
house, unless  otherwise  stated. 


(1)  1  Rov.  Stat.  1862;  Acts  1901; 
Burns  49-5201. 

(2)  Ind.  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2. 
(6)  1  Rev.  Gtat.  1882;  Burns 

49-3210. 
(4)  Acts  1905,  Burns  49-3203. 
\  j  A. c  c s  X& 3 c  •  so c c  *  j 

i  *  .  o  j     i-     w  O  —  ^  • 

(6)  Acts  1909;  Burns  43-703, 


(7)  I  Rev.  Stat.  1652;  Acts 
187S,  1915,  1921,  1923; 
Burns  56-119. 

(8)  Acts  1529;  Bums  25-219. 

(9)  Acts  1929;  Burns  25-305. 
(10 J  Acts  1925;  Burns  21-223. 

(11)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
25-1520.  ic 

(12)  Acts  1913;  Burns  49-322^. 

(13)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
1897;  Burns  33-301. 


(82) 


Rocdrdor 


Deeds,  Titles,  and  Grants 

H 

80.  DEED  RECORD,  1:14—.     33  vole.  (A-Z,  A2-Z2,  A3-Z3,  A4-44). 
Accords  of  deeds  and  mortgages,  showing  abstract^  of  original  documents 
date,  witnesses,  and  attest.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantors. 
1814-1907,  hdw.j  1907—,  typed.    580  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

81.  GENERAL  IIJDEX  OF  DEEDS,  1814—.     16  vols.  (1-16)  / 

Index  to  deed  records,  shcv.dng  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  kind  of 
deed,  date  recorded,  amount  of  consideration,  location  and  description 
of  property Nand  vol.  and  page  no.    ;7o  index.    Hdw.    595  pp.  11  x  12  x  3 
Rccr.  cff. 

32.     COUNTY  CE20ETERY  DEED  RECORD,  1925—.     1  vol, 
Accord  of  deeds  to  cer/ietery  lots,  sho-.ring  location  and  size  of  lot, 
;  rico^and  purchaser's  name.    Arr.  by  lot  nos.    Hdw.     588  pp.  18  x  12  x 
Peer.  off. 

p. 

83.  C0:::iS3I0::^RS'  DEED  RECORD,  185^-1926.     1  vol. 
Record  of  land  sales  by  commissioners,  showing  date,  court  tern, 
acreage,  sale  price,  v.'itncsscs,  and  comissioners 1  attest^  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  cf  grantors  and  grantees.     593  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

84.  TAX  TITLE  (DEEDS) ,  1865—.     1  vol. 

Record  of  sale  of  pro^crtv  to  liquidate  delincuent  tax  clair.s,  shovring 

l,  «L  CM***, 

r.ame3  of  original  owner,  date'V  auditor^  date  of  sale,  nar.ic  of  p^chaser, 
amount,  and  recorder's  attest.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee.    Hdw.    537  pp.  IS  x  12  ::  2,'  .    Recr.  off. 
7or  calos  record,  see  entry  137. 


Reqprder 

Dcods,  Title o,  and  Grants  (Continued) 

Y- 

:5.    QUIT  TITLE  RECORD;  1311—.     1  vol. 

A 

Record  of  deeds  on  which  clouded  or  contestable  titles  have  been 
cleared  and  established  by  court  action,  showing  true  ov-ner's  name, 
location  and  doscription  of  property,  and  docree  of  court.  Indexed 
alph.  by  nar.es  ox"  grantors.    Typed.     583  pp.  19  x  12  x  3. 

] 'ortgages  and  Releases 

 :1  .'state 

86.  :'0HTGAG2  RECORD,  1853— .    32  vols.  (A-Z,  A1-?1). 

Record  of  properties  which  have  been  pledged  to  secure  loans,  sho'.ring 

date,  nane  of  mortgagor,  description  of  property,  life  and  amount  of 
r.ortgage,  and  nane  of  mortgagee.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagees.    Edw.     G20  pp.  15      12  x  Zj. 

87.  G  LITERAL  HTDEX  OF  MORTGAG^  1817—.    12  vols.  (1-6,  1-5). 
Index  to  mortgage  record,  shovring  names-  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
description  of  property,  consideration,  date  of  record  and  of  release 
and  vol.  and  page  no.  cf  mortgage  records.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of 
mortgagee  and  mortgagor.    Hdw.    450  pp.  13  x  15  x  3. 

Chattels 

88.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  KritfUTE  BCCR.  1935—.    1  vol. 

) 

Record  containing  datoj  on  mortgaged  personal  property,  shovring 
no.  cf  instrument,  date,  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  amount 
secured,  and  date  of  maturity.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagors. 
Ildvr.    264  pp.  19  x  12  x  3.    Recr.  off. 


!oc  order 
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ortgagos  and  releases — Chattels  (continued) 


89.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1S08--.     5  vole.  (1-5). 

Record  of  personal  property  mortgaged  to  secure  repayment  of  loans, 
showing  description  of  property,  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
amount,  and  date  of  maturity.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagors. 

4 

Revved.    600  pp.  19  :c  12  ^  3.    Recr.  off. 

School  Funds  »  ** 

i^Sce  also  entries  159-143) 

90.  SCHOOL  FUND  ICORTGAGE,  1865—.    5  vols.  (1-5). 

Locord  of  mortgages  on  real  estate  securing  school  fund  loans,  showing 
date,  amount  and  terms  of  mortgage,  description  of  property,  interest 
rate,  names  of  mortgagor  and  vritnesses,  and  attest  by  auditor. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagors.    Hdw«     189  pp.  13  x  12  x  2-r,-. 


Liens 


91.  :.:ec::a::ics  T  lieits,  less— .  9  vols.  (1-9). 

]  ocord  of  claims  for  sorvices  or  materials  used  to  construct  or  repair 

A 

property,  showing  names  of  principals,  amount  claimed,  description 
of  property,  cause  for  claim,  date,  and  attest.     Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  both  principals.    Hdw.    92  pp.  13  x  9  x  1. 

Register  of  Legal  Instruments 

92.  E1ITRY  OF  DEEDS,  1819—.    52  vols.  (A-Z, .  A3-?3) . 
Hccord  of  deeds,  showing  date,  no.  of  instrument,  description  of 
property,  names  of  principals,  amountjof  purchase/  and  fees.  Indexed 
alr>h.  bv  names  of  --rantors  and  grantees.    Hdw.    300  po.  12  x  0  x  2w» 

b 

31  vols.,  1819-1934,  recr.  rec.  rm.;  1  vol.,  1935—,  recr.  off. 


Register  of  Legal  Instruments  (continued-) 

93.  REGISTER  OK  PART*!  NA1JES,  1915-22.    1  vol. 

.  ~oo:-<".  of  farms  in  county,  shoving  date  of  filing,  name  of  ov.ner, 
description  of  land,  and  none  given  to  farm*     Indexed  alph.  "by  names 
of  owners.    Hdwt     320  pp.  1G  x  12  x  2. 

94.  MARK  AHD  BRARD  BOOK,.  1858-61.    1  vol. 

Record  of  marks  and  brands  for  stoc1",  adopted  for  identification  pur- 
poses,  shoTring  date,  applicant's  name,  and  sketch  and  description  of 
brand.     Indexed  alph.  by  namo<  of  applicants    Hdw«    110  pp.  12  ::  8x1. 

95.  TCWfc&HP*  RANGE,  AND  ABSTRACT  A1JD  STZAMP  LANDS,  1541-55.     I  vol. 
Rocord  of  lands  sold  in  county,  and  sv/amp  lands  returned  for  taxation, 
showing  date  of  purchase,  certification  no.,  name  cf  purchaser, 
description  and  location  of  lands,  acrcago,  and  purchase  price.  Arr. 

by  locations.    Edw.    100         18  x  11  x  1* 

96.  DISCHARGE  RECORD  C?  SOLDIERS  A1B3  SAILORS,  1862—.    jt  vol*.1 
Record  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  shov/ing  name  of  return,  service 
record,  ran*:,  date  of  enlistment,  battles  engaged  in,  date  of  discharge, 
and  health  record  at  time  of  discharge.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
veterans.    Rdv.r.     504  pp.  16  x  12  x  3. 

97.  aprrrrticbs  boo::,  1828-91.   1  vol. 

Record  of  agreements  frith  persons  who'  take  minor  orphans  under  promise 
to  care  for  them  and  teach  then  a  trade  or  profession,  shoTring  names 
of  -.rincipals,  and  terms  of  agreement.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
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..agister  of  Legal  Instruments  (continued) 

§84     :o::T?u,CT3,  1335--.    50  file  boxes. 
Rritten  agre&nexrfcs'j  showing  sale  contracts,  land  contracts,  rental 

contracts,  releasee,  aid  mechanics!  liens.    Arr.  bv  nature  of  contracts. 

/  I  I 

12  x  10  :■:  5. 

•.EiscoIIanoous  Record 

* 

rj~j.    RI3CELLAR20US  R2CCRD,  I860  —  .     3  vols.   (2,  and  1-7). 

Records  of  mi  seel  lane  ous  instruments,  shovring  copies  of  liens,  releases, 

/  / 

contracts,  bills  of  sale,  bends  for  deeds,  affidavits,  and  agreements. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  parties.    Hdw.    556  pp.  19  x  12  x  5.    Recr.  off. 

Fee  and  Cash  Books 

100.  FEE  ARB  CASH  BOOK,  1895—.     9  vols.  (1-5,  1-4).  Title 
varies:     Recorder's  Fee  Book. 

Record  of  fees  collected,  showing  date,  no.  of  document,  name  of 
payer,  kind  of  instrument,  and  amount  of  feci,    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    482  ' 
pp.  ML  x  12  x  2>-. 

101.  TRACT  500R  R0.  i,  1327-59.     1  vol. 

Record  of  partitioning  and  sale  of  lands  in  tracts,  shovring  location 
and  description  by  twp.,  range  and  section,  acreage,  name  of  purchaser, 
and  date.    Ro  index.    Rdv.r.     18S  pp.  16  x  11  x  2.    Recr.  off. 

Raps  and  Plats 

102.  ATLAS  OF  VASEIRGT0R  C0URTY,  1878-91. 

Political  atlas,  shov;ing  townships,  cities  and  teams.    Brawn  by 


Ho o order 

Lfop  z  and  Plats  (continuod) 

3.  ::.  Griffins .    Published  at  Philadelphia,  Fa.,  by  D.  J.  Lake. 
Printed  in  colore.    Scale,  2  in.  to  1  mile.    14-;j-  x  12.    Peer*  vt. 


VIII.  SHERIFF 

The  sheriff  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  a  term  of  two 
years  •    Ee  must  give  bond  to  insure  faithful  performances  of  his  duties, 
and  is  required  to  talrc  the  usual  oath  of  office,  (l)    No  person  is 
eligible  to  hold  office  of  sheriff  for  more  than  four  yoars  in  any  period 
of  six  years.  (2) 

The  sheriff  is  the  -conservation  of  peace  within  "iVashington  County. 
Ee  may  arrest  without  process  all  persons,  who  within  his  view  commit  any 
crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  hold  them  in  custody  during  investigation  of  the 
cause  of  such  arrest.    Ee  is  required  to  suppress  all  breaches  of  the 
peace  and  has  the  authority  to  call  to  his  aid  the  poor  of  the  county; 
pursue  and  commit  to  jail  all  felons;  execute  all  process  directed  to  him 
by  the  courts;  maintain  and  preserve  order  in  the  county  except  justice 
of  t?ie  peace  courts.    Ee  also  maintains  the  jail  and  takes  care  of  the 
prisoners  confined  in  it.     (3)    It  is  his  duty  also  to  protect  persons  in 
danger  of  possible  lynchings.     (4)    Ee  makes  arrests  of  all  persons  on 
indictments,  warrants,  affidavits,  and  information  received  fron  the  pro- 
secutor or  the  court,  and  commits  them  to  jail.  (5) 

As  a  court  officer  of  Washington  County  he  is  required  to  make 

services  cf  ail  process.  (6)    Ee  sells  mortgage,  property  on  the  fore- 
st 

closure  of  proceedings;  (7)  ececutes  deeds  to  real  estate  sold  on  execu- 

j 

ticn^CS)  conveys  persons  committed  to  state  charitable,  directable,  or 
penal  institutions;  (S)  and  attends  sessions  of  the  county  council  and 
executes  its  orders.  (10) 

The  inception  date  of  this  offece  in  V.ashington  County  is  1S14. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  sheriff's  office  in  the  courthouse. 
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Sheriff 


SO 


(1)  2  Rev.  Stat. ,  1652;  Eurns 
49-2801, 

(2)  Inc.  Ccnst.,  art.  C,  sec.  2. 

(3)  2  Rev.  Stat.,  1652;  Eurns 
49-2802. 

(O  Acts  1905;  Burns  10-5310. 

(5)  Acts  1906;  Burns  9-1001. 

(6)  2  Roy.  Stat.l£52;  Eurns  '  .  -'. 
49-2903. 


(7)  Acts  1531,  spc.  cess. ; 

Eurns  3-1819. 
(o)  Acts  1881  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  2-4101. 

(9)  Acts  190G;  Burns  9-2232. 

(10)  Actsl899;  Eurns  26-510. 

/ 


Execution  records 
(see  also  entries  75,  52-62) 

103.  SHERIFF'S  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1876—.     3  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  property  sold  by  sheriff  at  forced  salo,  showing  no.  of  -writ;, 
date,  kind  of  v/rit,  1  it i^ants,:  names'  of  owner ,  amount  to  "be  realized, 
amount  of  sale,  costs  and  fees,  and  nar.e  of  purchaser.    Arr.  case  no. 

A 

Hdw.    215  pp.  18  x  13  x  5. 

104.  SHERIFF'S  DOCKET,  1879—.     6  vols.  (1-6). 

Record  of  subpoena  served  by  sheriff  in  state  causes,  showing  date, 
names  of  principals,  kind  of  writ,  service  date^,  fees  and  costs,  and 
names  of  witnesses*    Arr.  hy  writ  nos.    Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  13  x  3. 

105.  SHERIFF  DOCKER,  CIVIL,  1679-1932.     12  vols.  (1-12). 

Record  of  subrdena  served,1  in  civil  cases,  showing  date,  names  of  parties, 

/  / 

nature  of  writ,  service  dates,  fees  and  costs,  and  witnesses.    Arr.  by 

/ 

no.  of  writ.    Hdw.     600  pp.  18  x  13  x  3. 

106.  SHERIFF  SALE,  1895—.     5  file  boxes. 

Record  of  property  sold  to  satisfy  delinquent  tax  claims,  showing  na 
names  of  delinquent  owner,  location  and  description  of  property, 
amount  of  delinquency,  amount  realized  at  sale  and  name  of  purchaser. 
Ho  index.    10  x  5  x  10© 


Sheriff 
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Fee  and  Cash  Bocks 

107.  SHERIFF'S  CASK  BOCK,  1692— .     1  vol. 

Record  of  cash  received  end  disbursed,  showing  date,  amount,  cause  no., 
amount  from  salos,  end  total  receipts  and  disbursements.    Arr.  chron. 
500  pp.  IS  x  12  x  5, 

108.  SHERIFF'S  FEE  BOOK,     1892—.     4  vols.  (l-4). 

Record  of  fees  collected,  showing  title  of  cause,  date  and  nautre  of 
services,  amount  of  fees  and  remarks .     Indexed  alph*  by  names  of 
principals.    Edw.     588  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

109.  SHERIFF'S  FOREIGN.  FEE  BOOK'  (CIRCUIT).    1911—.     1  vol. 

'  / 

Record  of  fees  fron  other  counties,  showing  sheriff* s  return,  title  and 
no.  of  cause,  amount  of  fees  and  costs,  and  county  to  which  chargeable. 

Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  parties  indited.     f88  pp.  18.  x  12  x  3. 

A  / 


IX.  COROEER 


The  coroner  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  two  years 
Without  restriction  on  reelection.  (1)    lie  is  required  to  post  a 
bond  for  not  :.\ore  than  five  thousand  dollars  nor  less  than  one  thous- 
and dollars.  (2)     The  office  v;as  in  existence  before  1851  by  virtue  of 
the  constitution  of  1815.  (3) 

The  coroner  is  required  to  investigate  deaths  by  violence,  by 
accident,  and  of  suspicious  nature,  and  to  determine  the  cause  and 
manner  of  death,    he  holds  inquests  without  a  jury,  (4)  and  may 
subpena  v/itncsses  and  employ  a  physician  to  make  a  postmortem  examina- 
tion, (5)  filing  his  report  and  verdict  with  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court.  (6)    he  is  a  peace  officer  with  the  same  pov/ers  as  the  sheriff, 
(7)  and  acts  as  sheriff  in  cases  of  absence,  vacancy,  interest,  or 
incapacity,  (3)  and  serves  warrants  on  the  sheriff  if  necessary.  (9) 

Tho  inception  date  of  this  office  in  V.ashington  County  is  1314. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  coroner's  office  in  tho  courthouse. 


(1)  Const.  1851,  art.  6,  sec.  2.  (6)  2  ?.ev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1552,  Acts  1935;  1379  Spc.  sess.j  Burns 
Burns  49-2501,  49-2909. 

(3)  Const.  1813,  art.  4,  sec.  25.  (7)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts 

(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts  1671,  1953;  Burns  49-2901. 
and  Acts  1879  spc.  soss.;  (3)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
Bums  49-2904.  49-2902. 

(5)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Bums  (9)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns 
49-2903.  49-2903. 


110.    COROirSR'S  RECORD,  1913—.    3  vols.  (1-5). 
Record  of  cases  of  sudden  or  -unexplained  deaths  investigated  by  the 
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Coroner  9j 

coroner,'  showing  date,  naae  of  deceased,  placo  of  death,  testimony  of 
vritnesses,  descriotion  and  history  of  deceased,  and  cause  of  death, 
Arr.  chron-    Hdw.    300  pp.  18  x  10  x  2«    2  vols.,  1913-34,  elk.  private 
off.;  1  vol.,  1355--,  cor.  off. 


X.  AUDITOR 


The  auditor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  four-year 
tern,  (l)    Ho  person  can  hold  office  for  more  than  two  consecutive 
terms.  (2)    hc  is  required  to  post  bond  in  the  amount  of  ten  thousand 
dollars.  (3) 

This  office  is  the  center  of  county  administration.  Financial- 
affairs  are  transacted  'through  it  and  here  the  records  of  county 
business  are  preserved* 

The  auditor's  principal  functions  are  fourfold;    As  a  county 
"controller",  he  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  county  and  issues  warrants 
for  all  claims,  and  also  claims  approved  by  the  commissioners*  (4) 
Ex  officio  he  acts  as  clerk  to  the  board  of  ccmmLs  si  oners,  (5)  the 
county  council,  (6)  and  the  board  of  tax  adjustment,  (7)  and  as 
secretary  to  tho  board  of  finance.  (8)    Hq  is  also  a  member  and 'the 
secretary  of  the  board  of  rcviev;.  (9)    As  a  tax  officer,  he  prepares 
the  official  tax  duplicates,  (lo)  and  certifies  to  the  treasurer  the 
amount  of  taxes  due  from  banks,  (ll)    As  budget  officer,  he  compiles 
estimates  made  to  him  by  each  county  .agency  and  submits  them  to  the 
county  council.  (12; 

--Inor  routine  duties  arc  keeping  a  land  transfer  record. book,  (lo) 
managing  the  common  school  fund,  the  congressional  township  school 
fund  as  a  member  of  the  school  fund  board,  (1C-)  and  apportioning  semi- 
annually the "interest  of  these  funds  to  the  school  corporations;  (15) 
preparing  the  ditch  duplicate  covering  assessments  for  construction  or 


(94) 


Auditor 
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repair  p£  ditches  and  drains;  (lo)  issuing  peddlers'  licenses;  (17) 
and  public  warehouse  permits;  (18)  acknowl edging  deeds  end  mortgages 
executed  for  the  security  of  trust  funds;  (19)  and  approving  bonds  of 
tov.iiships  trustees.  (20) 

"he  inception  date  of  this  office  in  V.rashington  County  is  1841  • 
All  the  records  arc  located  in  the  ^Auditor ' s  record  room  in  the  courthouse, 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


(l)  1  Rev,  Stat,  1352;  3urns 

49-5001. 
(z)  Const.,  art,  6,  sec.  2. 

(o)  Acts  1899',  Burns  49-3003, 

(4)  1  Rev,  Stat.  1352;  Burns  ■ 
49-3005;  Acts  1897;  Burns 
26-806. 

(5)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns 
26-611. 

(S)  Acts  1S99;  Burns  26-503. 
(7)  Acts  1333;  Burns  64-304. 
(3)  Acts  1907;  Bums  61-606. 
(3)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  54-1201. 
(lO)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1403. 


(11)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-r510, 

(12)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-520, 
(15)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1409, 

(14)  Acts  1365;  Burns  28-104, 
Acts  1865,  1955;  Burns, 
1936  supnl,,  28-209, 

(15)  Acts  1679;  Burns  28-265. 

(16)  Acts  1933;  Burns  27-134, 

(17)  1  Rev,  Stat,  1652;  Burns 
42-204. 

(18)  Acts  1875,1879. spc.  sess.; 
Burns  67-201. 

(19)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns 
49-3011. 

(20)  Acts  1915;  Burns  65-103. 


Audits  and  Reports 

111.  RECORD  QF^JQjraSLY  BA^AIIGE,  1911—.    4  vols.  (l-4j. 
Record  oC  monthly  statements  of  the  auditor,  showing  receipt  to  date, 

receipt  for  month,  total  receipt  fund,  balance,  and  cash  on  hand. 

J 

Arr.  chron.    h'dvr.    187  pp.  21  ::  IS  ac  2. 

112.  COUNTY  AUDITOR'S  CERTIFICATE50F  DISTRIBUTION    1695—.  8 
vols.    Title  varies:    Apportionment  of  Revenue,  1896-1S15. 


Auditor  go 


Audits  and  Reports  (continued) 

Record  of  county  revenues  divided  into  the  various  funds,  showing 
amount  appropriated  to  ifr.e  town  and  twpys.,  benevolent  fundV-fcr 
institutions,  state  debtee,  sinking  funds',  stato  taxyc^;,  university,  state 

schools,  educational,  county  revenue,  bonds',  bridges',  gravel  road£, 

i  .  ft/ 

local  tutitions,  special  school!  tv/pf. ,  and  dog  tax.    Arr.  chron,  Hdw. 

150. pp.  18  x  12  x  2.    Aud.  vt.- 

113.  APP0RTI0K1JENT  RECORD,  1896—.    3  vols. 

Record  of  school  funds  derived  from  various  sources  and  their 

apportionment  among  the  towns  and  tivrs,  throughout  the  county-,  shov/ing 

f 

sources  and  distribution  of  funds,  date^,  tovms,  twpa.,  and  amounts* 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    300  pp.  16  x  13  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

114.  VE1TTJE  RECORD,  1914--.    1  vol. 

Record  of  cases  venued  to  other-  counties,  shov.'ing  date  received,  month, 
year,  from  what  county  j  parties,  and  title  of  cause.    Arr.  chron. 
374  or,.  15  x  14  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 


RcceiovS  and  Disbursements 


115.    AUDITOR'S  FES  AED  CASH  3CCE,  1910—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  fees  received  from  highway^  licenses,  txc  deeds,  road 
contracts,  and  miscellaneous,  shov/ing  date^,  amount^  from  whom  received, 
and  total.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    245  pp.  IS  x  13  x  3.    Aud.  off. 


-udl  cor 
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Receipts  and  Disbursements  (continued) 

116.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS  OTHER  THAU  TAXES,  1911—.    3  vole.  (1-3). 
Record  of  receipts  other  than  taxes,  showing  from  whom  received,  to 
What  account,  date,  and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    300  pp.  16  x  12  z 
iw.    Aud  .  vt . 

117.  RECCED  OF  RECEIPTS  OF  COUNTY  REVENUE,  191-- 24.     2  vols.  ' 
Record  of  receipts  of  county  revenue,  showing  date,  no.  of  receipt, 
cleric's,  auditor,  treasurer 7  recorder'/ and  sheriff's  fee,  kind  of 
funds,  fron  whom  received,  and  for  what  purpose.    Arr.  "by  receipt  no* 
Hdw.    187  pp.  26  x  18  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

118.  AUDITOR  REGISTER,  1861-95.    2  vols. 

Record  of  receipts  of  money  paid  to  trea  cur  e^sh  owing  by  whom  paid, 
for  what  purpose,  date,  twp.,  and  amount.  Arr.  by  receipt  no.  195 
pp.  15  $  10  x  l{>.    Aud.  off. 

119.  RECORD  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS*  1841—.    7  vols. 
1847-96,  missing. 

Record  of  county  revenue  and  expenses,  showing  date,  warrant  no.,  amount 
received,  appropriation,  amount  of  appropriation,  overdraft,  balance, 
from  v.'hon  received,  arid  to  whom  disbursed.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    179  pp. 
10  x  12  x  1.    6  vols.,  1841-193C,  aud.  vt.  .  1  vol.,  1936—,  aud.  off. 

120.  AUDITOR'S  LEDGER  C?  RECEIPTS,  APPROPRIATIONS;  AND  DISBURSEMENTS , 

1900—.    9  volsu    -itlo  varies.  "  Register  of  Appropriations 

) 

and  Disbursements,  1915-24. 
Record  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  county"-  revenues,  shoving  date, 
number  of  warrant,  amount  of  warrant,  amount  of  appropriation,  sources', 
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Reoeipts  and  Di sbur s ement s  (continued) 

salaries  of  county  officials,  overdrafts  and  "balance.    Arr.  chron. 
Haw.     570  pp.  10  x  16  x  3. 

121.  DISBURSE:!::?  RECORD,  1S96-1911.     2  vols. 

Record  of  expenditures,  showing  date  of  order,  amount  posted, to 
various  county  funds,  salary  of  officials,  jury,  election,  printing, 
court  allowances  and  total  amounts.    No  index.    Hdw.    600  pp.  23  x  12" 
x  5.    And.  off. 

For  later  records,  see  entry  124. 

122.  REGISTER  OF  WARRANTS,  1911—.    12  vols.  (l-12). 

Record  of  clains  paid  to  each  tvrp.l  for  ooor  relief,  shov,-ing  date  -of — 
warrant,  number  of  v/arrants,  to  whom  drawn,  on  what  account,  appropriatic 
number,  lodger,  folio,  claim  number,  and  date  warrant  received.  Arr. 
by  warrant  number.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18x12x3. 

123.  REGISTER  OF  MISCELLANEOUS  WARRANTS*  1S40-S5.    2  vols. 
Record  of  warrants  paid  out  of  various  county  funds,  showing  date, 
no.  of  warrant,  to  whom  r,aid,  name  of  fund  and  amount.    Arr.  chron. 
haw.     195  pp.  16  x  11  :•:  l|r.    Aud.  off. 

124.  JOURNAL,  1S41-19S5.    3  vols.  (l-3). 

Record  of  purchaser  of  office  supplies,  showing  date,  name  of  article, 
price,  seller,  and  name  of  office.    i:o  index.    Edvr.    639  pp.  18  x  12 
x  3. 

125.  REGIS-ER  OF  DOtfMTY  ORDERS,  1S5C-1915.    8  vols. 

Record  of  orders  issued  for  poor  relief,  showing  receipt  for  county 

orders,  in  whose  favor  drawn,  nuroose  of  order,  date,  and  total  amount. 

■) 

Arr.  by  order  number.    475  pp.  17  x  12  x  2. 
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Receipts  and  Disbursements  (continued) 

126.  REGISTER  OF  ORDERS  N01  PAID  FOR  WANT  OF  FUNDS,  1391-92, 
1  vol. 

Register  of     -dors  ::ot  paid  because  of  shortage  of  funds,  showing  in 
Y;hoce  favor  drawn,  amount  of  order,  date  of  endorsement,  date  of 
payment  and  amount  of  interest  paid*    Arr.  by  order  number.    200  pp. 
IS  x  13  x  2. 

127.  3OTSHIP  POOR  LEDGER,  19C   -35.    1  vol. 

Record  of  aid  given  indigents,  showing  twp.j  county,  amount,  date, 
total  expenses  for  the  year  ,and  amount  spent  for  poor.    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw.    279  pp.  IS    -  12  ;  2, 

128.  POOR  FJIID  CLALV-S,  I935—.    7  boxes. 

Claims  issued  and  allowed  for  poor  relief,  showing  order    no.,  name 
of  party,  amount  of  claim,  for  what  purpose,  and  name  of  trustee. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name'' of  claimants    12  x  10  x  5. 

"axes 

-  p  p  raicc.r.ents 

129.  TRANSFER  600K,  1853—.    18  vols.  (l-lS). 

Accord  of  real  octatc  transferred  from  ono  person  to  another,  showing 
date  of  transfer,  from  whom  transf cred,  to  when  transferred, 

consideration,  description  of  lots  and  lands,  date  of  deed,  amount  of 

j 

fee,  and  remarks,    .-rr.  by  namcoof  twpi7  ndw.    309  pp.  17  x  11  x  2. 

130.  APPRAISER'S  BOOK,  1859-62.    1  vol. 

Record  of  lands  and  town  lots  which  have  been  appraised,  showing  name 


Auditor 
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T  axe  s — Appraisements  ( c  ont  inued ) 

of  owner j  description  end  ..ocation  of  land,  name  of  town,  end  value. 
Indexed  alph.  "by  namcvSof  owner*    ndw.    6C0  pp.  20  x  13  x  3. 

Returns 


131.  AFFIDAVIT  OF  IIORTGAGE^  ILDEBTEDI'ESS,  1915—*    14  vols, 
(1-14). 

Record  of  affidavits  filed  by  persons  seeking  tare  exemptions  for  port- 
aged property,  shov/ing  date^,  names  of  ov.ners,  descriptions  and 
locations  of  property,  and  amc    l1  of  mortgage.    A~r.  by  lot  numbers. 
75  pp.  14  x  8  x  4.    Stg.  rm.,  sccoi  d  floor. 

132.  INDEX  70  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  IS 25-26.    1  vol. 

General  index  to  mortgages,  shovring  dates,  names  of  mortgagors  and 
mortgagees,  kind  of  instruments,  description  and  location  of  lands, 

dates  recorded,  v/nexT  satisfied,  book,  and  page  number.    Arr.  alph.  by 

J  ~ 

mort.-agor*.    Hd;-.    3G0  pp.  18  x  13  x  l-£. 
Lists 

133.  ASSESS;.:e:;?S  OF  REAL  ESTATE  AND  IMPROVEMENTS,  1854—.    19  vols. 
(1-1?). 

Record  of  taxes  on  real  estate,  showing  sec,  e/ta  description  of  land, 
acreage,  value  of  land,  value  of  improvement,  and  kind  cf  buildings'. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name^of  ov/ncrs.    Hdw.    300  pp.  14  x  4  x  1-|-. 


Audi Lor 
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Taxes — List s  (continued) 

134«    ASSESSMENTS,  ASSESSOR'S  SCHEDULES,  1805—.    476, vole. 
Record  of  assessments  on  personal  property  and  real  estate,  shov/ing 
date,  name  of  persons  assessed,  address ^  occupation,  county,  twp., 

oath  ,or  personal  property,  chattels,  valuation  by  party  under  oath,  and 

J  }  i 

valuation  by  county  and  tv.-p.  assessor  fs%    Indexed  alrh.  by  name/  of 

part'v  assessed,    Hdw.    470  pp.  13  x  8  x  2,    1395-1932,  stg,  rm.^  second 

floor;  1932—,  assr.  off. 

Delinquent  and  Erroneou 

155.    ABSTRACT  DELINQUENT  TAXES,  IS 34-3 5.    1  vol. 
Record  of  delinquent  taxes  of  former  years^and  penalties  added  thereon, 
showing  total  amount  carried  to  1335  tax  duplicate,  old  duplicates, 
penalties  under  1S35  lav;,  neT.v  duplicates,  polls  and  remarks.  Arr. 
chron,    Edw»    150  pp,  22  x  18  x  1,    Aud.  off, 

13£.  insolvent  tax  record,  1917-35.  1  vol. 

Record  of  delinquent  and  insolvent  taxes,  shoving  none  of  taxpayer, 
address,  number  of  polls,  amount  delinquent,  amount  of  delinquent 
half  years  tax  dropped,  daxe,  and  remarks,         inaex.    How,    25  pp# 
17  x  15  x  l-£.    -r,  vt. 

137.    REGISTER  OF  TAX  SALS,  1913—.    2  vols.  jj-C^ 
Record  of  Isolds  sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  of  owner,  certificate 
no.,  by  ivhon  purchased,  date  of  sale,  by  ■.-.horn  redeemed,  date  of 
redemption,  and  location  and  description  of  lend.    Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  ov.nor,    Hdw.    400  pp.  18  x  15  x  2. 

For  deeds  record,  see  entry  34. 


*5 
1 
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I BJC6  s  ( c on t inu cd ) 
Plat  3ool:s 

153.    ASSESSOR'S  PLAT  BOOK  FOR  TOWNSHIPS,  1928.    11  vols.  (l-ll). 
Record  of  various  plats  of  land  in  twps.,  showing  name  of  owner , 
description  of  land,  sec,  twp.,  ranre,  and  value  of  land  and 
improvement.    Indexed  alph.  by  nane^of  owner**    Ed-.v.    59  pp.  16  x  10  x  ±* 
As sr.  off. 

.  School  FundsL^,* 
^See  also  entry  90; 

139.  REGISTER  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  AND  LOANS,  1856—.    15  vols.  (l-l3). 
Record  of  1  ans  on  school  fund,  showing  amount  of  loan,  date,  number 

of  loan,  date  payable.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw«    479  pp.  IS  x  12  x  3. 

140.  REGISTER  OF  LOANS  CONGRESSIONAL  FUND,  1870-1915.    2  vols. 
Record  of  school  fund  loans,  showing  date,  amount  of  loan,  amount  of 
interest,  date  payable,  number  of  lean,  security,  and  name  of  borrower. 
No  index.    Hdw«    195  pp.  13  x  12  x  1.    Aud.  off. 

141.  AUDITOR'S  QUIETUS,  1912—.    7  vols.  (i-7). 

Record  of  receipts  for  interest  collected  on  school  fund  loans,  showing 
number,  date,  name,  and  amount*    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr.    200  pp.  15  x  11  x  !• 


Auditor 
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Official  and  Retail  Bonds 
(See  also  entries  16-17) 


142,  SCHOOL  TRUSTEE  BOND  RECORD,  1378-1935.    6  vols. 

Record  of  trustee's  bonds,  showing  date,  name  of  bondsman,  amount  of 
bond  and  trustees  name*    Arr.  by  number  of  bond,    Hdwa    250  pp.  16  x  12 
:•:  lh 

143.  RECORD  OF  RETAILER  BONDS,  1900-1905.    1  vol. 

Record  of  bonds  posted  by  applicant  for  license  sell  intoxicating 

\ 

liquors,  shovring  date,  nar.ie,  business  address  of  applicant,  amount 
of  bend,  and  nanccf  sureties,  or  bondsmen.    Indexed  alph.  by  name-' of 
applicant;^  Hdw.    201  pp.  16  x  11  z  2. 


i 


xi.  asssssoi. 


She  office  of  county  assessor  was  created  by  an  act  of  1C91.  (l) 
This  officor  li  elected  for  a  four-year  term,  there  being  no  prohibition 
against  successive  terns.    Qualifications  are  established  by  law:  Ho 
r.ust  be  a  continuous  freeholder  of  Washington  County  for  not  less  than 
four  years  prior  to  the  date  of  his  election,  and  he  must  post  a  five 
thousand  dollar  bond,  with  two  or  more  good  freehold  sureties  approved 
by  the  auditor,  who  also  administers  the  oath  of  office.    His  work  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  of  tax  commissioners,  and  he  may 
be  removed  by  that  board,  after  a  hearing,  for  incompetency,  neglect  of 
duty,-  or  misconduct  in  office.  (2) 

The  duties  of  the  assessor  are  to  examine  carefully  the  tare  dupli- 
cates, to  instruct  and  advise  the  township  assessors,  to  review  their 
returns,  to  assess  omitted  real  and  personal  property,  to  appraise 
estates  for  inheritance  taxes,  and  to  report  to  the  state  board  any 
delinquencies  of  township  assessors.  (3)    He  is  also  required  to  ex- 
amine public  records.  (4)    lie  also  sets  the  value  upon  the  intangibles 
for  taxation.  (5)    He  is  ex-officio  member  and  president  of  tho  Washing- 
ton County  board  of  review*  (6) 

The  inception  dato  of  this  office  in  Washington  County  is  1831. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  assessor's  office  in  the  courthouse, 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

(1)  Acts  1391,  eh.  99,  sec.  112.  (4)  Ibid. 

(2)  Acts  1919;  "urns  64-1101.  (o)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-905. 

(3)  Acts  1919;  Bums  64-1102.  (5)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  sess.; 

Bums  64-1201. 


(104) 


144.  ASSESSMENT  BOOil,  1892--.    177  vols.    Title  varies:  Assess 
or's  Bool:. 

Record  of  real  estate  and  improvements  and  personal  property,  showing" 
owner  of  property'-,  description  of  land,  acreage,  valuation  of  land, 
of  improvements,  of  additional  imp r overrents  and  lots,  cash  value  of 
sa'r.o ,  and  total  exemptions.     Indexed  alph.  by  nana.")  of  ov/ncrs.  Hdw. 
140  pp.  16  x  10  x  44  vols.,  1C92-1909,  stg.  rcu,  second  floor; 

119  vols.,  1909-55,  assr.  off.;  14  vols.,  1955—,  aud.  off. 

145.  A??IDAVIT  MORTGAGE  ETDEETEDITESS,  1923—.    50  vols.  (1-50). 
Record  of  tax  exemptions  on  mortgage  indebtedness,  showing  date,  name 
of  person  claiming  exemption,  and  amount  of  mortgage.     Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  mort^a^ees.    Mdw.     51  pp.  15  x  3  x  5. 


XII.    BOA?D  OF  REVIEW 


V.'ashirgton  County  has  a  "board  for  the  annual  review  of  assessments 
and  tho  equalization  of  valuation  of  real  and  personal  proporty.  The 
bo'i-rd  is  composed  of  the  assessor,  treasurer,  and  auditor,  ex  officio, 
and  two  frooholdcrs  of  opposite  political  parties,  appointed  annually 
by  tho  judgo  of  the  circuit  court,    Tho  aosossor  is  president  and  tho 
auditor  is  secretary  of  the  "board.  (1 ) 

From  1831  to  1391  the  duties  of  reviewing  and  equalizing  tax 
assessments  were  performed  by  a  county  board  of  equalization  consisting 
of  the  county  commissioners  and  four  freeholders  appointed  by  the 
circuit  judge,  (2)    Tho  lav.-  of  1891  superseded  this  act  and  created  the 
board  of  review,  composed  of  the  treasurer,  assessor,  and  auditor*  (3) 
The  act  of  1919  reestablished  the  board,  adding  the  two  freeholder 
appointments  to  its  membership.  (4) 

It  is  tho  duty  of  tho  board  to  make  changos  in  the  valuation  of 
tho  property  in  the  township  or  any  taxing  unit  within  the  township, 
and  to  determine  tho  amount  to  be  added  or  deducted  in  order  to  make 
an  equitable  equalization  of  taxes  throughout  the  county.    It  also  may 
redetermine  the  valuation  of  any  particular  tract  or  lot  upon  complaint 
of  the  owner.    If  the  board  shall  find  tho  aggregate  assessment  too 
high,  too  low,  or  unequal,  it  may  sot  aside  the  assessment  of  tho  whole, 
county,  or  of  any  township  or  taxing  unit  therein,  and  order  a  now 
assessment.  (5) 

Tho  board  also  malcos  a  general  review  of  assessment  lists  to 
discover  omitted  property  and  to  correct  errors  in  the  lists.  It 


(106) 


Board  of  Roview  2.07 

assesses  the  capital  stock  of  corporations  in  the  county,  except  those 
as  so  seed  by  the  state  hoard  of  tax  comic  sionors,  such  as  railroad, 
telephone,  and  tolo^raph  companies.  (6) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  T.'ashin^ton  County  is  1391. 
All  the  records  are  locatod  in  tho  auditor's  office  in  the  oourthouso. 

(1)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1201,  64-1205.     (4)  Acts  1919;  Burns,  ibid, 
(Z)  Acts  1381,  ch.  96,  sec.  129.  (5)  Ibid. 

(3J  Acts  1391,  ch#  99,  sec.  114.  (6)  Ibid. 

n       146.    BOARD  OF  Ritf/T^,'  RECORD,  1905-35.    1  vol. 

Rccord'of  'Wnutes  of  board  noetin^s,  sho?/ing  dates  of  reotin^s,  lists 

-i£bldii\c  tiff  public  offioo.    It  post-  '  ' 

of  property,  valuation,  nane  and  address  of  o-.7ner3,  assessed  valuations, 
and  si^natureJ  of  board  sicnbors.    Indexed  alph»  by  nans? of  -fcrwp.^  Hdw. 


XIII.    BOARD  CF  TAX  ADJUSTMENT 


Tho  "board  of  tax  adjustment  of  Washington  County  consists  of  one 
member  of  the  oounty  council  selected  "by  the  council,  and  six  members 
appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.    Tho  appointees  must  have 
the  follov/ing  qualifications:    one  shall  be  a  township  trustee  of  tho 
county;  one  shall  he  a  mayor  or  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
an  incorporated  town  in  the  county;  one  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
board  of  school  commissioners  or  board  of  school  trustees  or  the 
hoard  of  education  of  a  school  city  or  a  school  town  in  the  county; 
and  three  shall  be  rosidont  freeholders  of  the  county  at  large,  not 
holding  any  public  office*    If  possible,  not  more  than  four  of  the 
members  of  tho  board  should  belong  to  the  same  political  party*  (1) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  board  to  examine,  and  if  it  deems  necessary, 
revise,  change,  or  reduce,  but  not  increasa,  any  tax  levy  and  any 
corrocponding  items  of  the  budgat  on  which  tho  tax  levies  are  based, 
and  apportion  the  total  of  all  of  the  levies  so  that  the  total  levy  on 
property  within  any  municipal  corporation  for  which  the  property 
therein  is  taxable,  shall  not  exceed  tho  total  rate  as  provided  by 
lav/.  (2) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Washington  County  is  1S33. 
All  the  records  of  this  office  are  located  in  tho  auditor* s  office  in 
the  courthouse* 

(1)  Aots  1933;  Bums  54-30^  (2)  Ibid. 


(103) 
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147.    BOARD  OF  TAX  ADJUSIMESiTS,  1933— •    1  vol. 

Roccrd  of  neetings  by  "board  of  tax  adjustnonts,  showing  nar^of  eowafcypr*' 

tovn:,  date,  rato/^no'  oi'  board  noribsrsy  and  auditor**,  ffian    2To  index* 

K  '  * 

Hd-.Y,    100  pp.  14  at  9  X  1. 


XIV,    BOARD  OF  FIwANClS 


The  board  of  Yfashington  County  connissionors  constitutes,  the  board 
of  finance*    The  auditor  serves  as  secretary*    It  may  sue  and  be  sued 
in  it3  ov.n  none  whenever  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purpose  intended 
by  its  creation*  (1) 

The  board  of  finance  has  charge  of  and  controls  tho  funds  of 
Washington  County*  (2)    Its  functions  are  to  select  the  banks  to 
serve  as  depositories  for  county  funds  and  to  apportion  the  funds 
among  such  depositories*    In  lieu  of  depositing  county  funds  in  banks, 
tho  board  may  purchase  United  States  Govoranent  bonds  or  other  intorost- 
bearing  obligations  of  the  United  States  Governnent  or  its  instrumen- 
talities* (3)    The  board  receives  monthly  statements  of  county  funds 
on  deposit  frcra  the  banks,  (4)  and  nv,  as  it  seos  fit,  revoke  the 
commission  of  any  depository*  (5) 

The  general  assembly  of  1955  repealed  tho  act  establishing  this 
board,  and  in  tho  same  session  in  the  Depository  Acts  of  1935,  reestab- 
lished the  board  of  finance  practically  unaltered*    The  board  has 
supervision  of  all  public  funds  of  the  county,  county  seat  city,  and 
of  tho  school  city  or  board  of  school  ccr„/.-..s signers,  and  tho  safe- 
keeping and  depocit  thereof*  (6) 

Tho  inception  date  of  this  board  in  V,rashington  County  is  1907* 
All  tho  records  are  located  in  the  assessor^  office  in  the  courthouse* 


(1)  Acts  1907;  Bums  61-5C6. 

(2)  Acts  1907;  Burns  61-606* 

(3)  Ac'os  1907,  1932  cpc.  sess*; 
Bums  61-610. 


(4)  Acts  1907,  1931;  Bums  61-615. 

(5)  Acts  1907;  Bums  61-615.  * 

(6)  Acts  1935;  BumsNi^36  suppl*, 
61-G23. 


(no) 


Board  of  Finance  ill 

148 «    BOAUD  OF  PIHANClS,  1907—.    1  vol. 
Record- of  minutes  of  the  board  of  finance,  showing  date,  subjects 
discussed,  place  of  meetings  and  nanos  of  members  of  the  board*  Arr» 


chron«    Hdw#    300  pp.  18  x  12  x  5. 


XV".  TREASURER 

The  treasurer  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  term  of 
two  years.    No  person  is  eligible  to  servo  more  than  four  years  in  any 
period  of  six  years,  (l)    Ke  is  required  to  execute  his  official  "bond, 
in  the  penalty  of  not  less  than  the  amount  of  money  which  may  come  into 
his  hands  at  any  time  during  his  terra.  (2) 

The  treasurer  receives  all  moneys  coming  to  Washington  County  and 
deposits  the  same  on  the  proper  orders  issued  and  attested  by  the 
auditor.  (3)    He  keeps  fee  "books  and  cash  books.  (4)    He  makes  quarterly 
reports  to  the  auditor;  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  he  gives 
a  sworn  statement  to  the  auditor,  shov.-ing  specifically  the  amount  of  fees 
collected,  (5)  and  deposits  with  the  auditor  all  orders  redeemed*  (6) 
He  makes  a  monthly  statement  to  the  treasurer  of  state,  (7)  and  collects 
all  taxes.  (8) 

The  laws  of  the  state  also  place  certain  ex-officio  duties  upon 
the  treasurer.    He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  review,  (5)  and  has 
custody  of  county  funds,  although  the  depositories  are  chosen  by  the 
board  of  finance.  (10) 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  1S05,  the  office  of  city  treasurer 
was  abolished  in  county  seat  cities  of  first,  second,  and  third  class; 
and  the  county  treasurer  was  made  the  ex-officio  treasurer  of  the  county 
seat  city,  and  is  empowered  with  the  same  duties  as  the  city  treasurer 
had  before  the  office  v.-as  abolished.  (11 )    In  Washington  County  the 
county  treasurer  is  also  the  treasurer  ex  officio  of  Salem,  the  county 
seat  city# 


(112) 
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The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Washington  County  is  1317. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  treasurer's  vault  in  the  courthouse, 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


(1)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2.  (7)  Acts  1859,  1861;  Burns 

(2)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1865,  49-1515. 

1919;  Burns  49-3101.  (6)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1502. 

(3)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  (9)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  sess.; 
49-3105.  Burns  64-1201. 

(4)  Acts  1895;  Bums  49-1401.  (10)  Acts  1907,  1932  spc.  soss.; 

(5)  Acts  1895,  1903,  1913,;  Burns  Burns  6-610. 

49-1402.  (11)  Acts  1905;  Bums  48-6701. 

(6)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1652;  Bums  49-3114. 


Tax  Collections 

149.  TAX  DUPLICATE,  1854—.    134  vols.  (1-104;  1-30). 

Record  of  tax  payments  due  for  each  year,  showing  name  of  ov.ner,  des- 
cription of  property,  acreago,  emount  of  tax,  cash  received,  amount  due, 
value  of  property  and  date.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  taxpayers.  Hdw. 
490  pp.  24  x  17  x  2\>:    104  vols.,  1854—,  tr.  vt.;  30  vols.,  1857—, 
aud.  rec.  rm. 

150.  I/.ORATORIuT".  TAX  DUPLICATE,  1934-35^  1  vol. 

Record  of  taxes  unpaid,  sjhowiaag  amount  "brought  from  tax  duplicate, 
ar.ount  of  penalty  dropped,  amount  due,  and  name  of  person  owing  tax. 
Arr.  numerically.    Hdw.    50  pp.  18  x  14  x         Tr.  off. 

151.  IKHERITAXCE  RECORD,  1914—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  inheritance  tax  on  personal  property,  and  real  estates, 

/ 

showing  name  of  heir,  value  of  inheritance,  amount  of  tax,  and  date. 
Arr.  numerically.    Hdw.    300  pp.  2  x  10  x  2.    Tr.  off. 
For  other  records,  see  entry  59* 


Treasurer 

Tax  Collections (continued) 

152.    REGISTER  0?  RECEIPTS,  1841— •    16  vols.  (1-15,  and  5  vols, 
not  numbered) •    Title  paries* 
Record  of  receipts  to  the  treasurer,  showing  date  of  payment,  amount 
received,  name  of  tv/p.  and  payer,  tax  duplicate  no.,  total  receipts 
from  all  sources,  and  not  receipts  on  account  of  current  taxes.  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw.    200  pp.  18  x  12  x  2. 

155.    REGISTER  0?  TAX  COLLECTED,  1926—.    6  vols.  (1-6). 
Record  of  taxes  collected,  showing  duplicate  no.,  total  tax  collected, 
current  tax,  delinquent  tax,  and  insolvent  tax.    Arr.  by  no.  of  tax 
duplicate.    Hdw.    646  pp.  17  x  15  x  5.    Tr.  off. 

154.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS,  TREASURER,  1928—.     2  vols. 

Record  of  tax  receipts  issued  to  taxpayer,  showing  date  issued,  amount 
of  receipts,  posted  to  company  fund,  amount  of  tax  and  name  of  taxpayer 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     571  pp.  16  x  16  x  2£,    Aud.  off. 

155.  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1S08— .    159  vols.  (1-159). 

Record  of  tax  receipts  for  each  year,  showing  date,  name  of  taxpayer, 
tup.,  amount  of  tax,  and  amount  of  second  installment.    Arr.  by  receipt 
no.    Hdw.    550  pp.  11  x  8  x  2. 

156.  RECORD  RECEIPT  OF  TAX  PAYMENT*  1912-25.    6  vols.  (1-5). 
Record  of  tax  payments  received,  showing  name  of  person  or  company  on 
tax  duplicate,  to^al  receipts  from  all  sources,  net  receipts,  and 
account  of  current  tax.    Arr.  by  receipt  no.    Hdw.    720  pp.  17  x  IS  x  5 
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Tax  Collections (continued) 


157. 


TAX  RECEIPT,  1925—. 


5  bundles. 


Record  of  taxes  paid  in  all  tv<ps», 
anount  of  taxes  and  date  when  paid. 


showing  none  of  taxpayer,  twp 


No  index.    24  x  18  12. 


*  > 


Receipts  and  Disbursements 


156. 


TREASURER'S  DAILY  BALANCE  AND  CASK  DEPOSITORIES,  1912  —  . 


15  vols.  (1-15). 


Record  of  daily  cash  receipts,  showing  date,  emount,  source, .deposit, 


name  of  depository,  rocoipts,  twp.,  town,  spocial  assessment,  total 
anount  of  taxes  collected,  and  day's  balance.    Arr.  chron.    Edw.    2S5  pp. 
16  x  12  x  5. 

159.    RECORD  OF  L'ONTHLY  BALANCE,  1915—.    4  vols.  (1-4)^ 
Record  of  monthly  balance,  showing  date,  rocoipts  to  date,  receipts  for 
month,  total  fund  disbursed  by  day,  amount  disbursed  for  month,  total 
disburoed( and  balance.    No  index.    Edw.    185  pp.  20  x  18  x  1>> 


160.  BALA1ICE  RECORD,  1898-1910.    1  vol. 

Balance  record  of  all  funds,  showing  date,  amount  received,  amount  dis- 
bursed, and  name  of  fund.    No  index.    Hdw.    200  pp.  18  x  17  x  1. 

161.  CASH  300R,  1884—.    26  vols-  (1-2G). 

Record  of  cash  received,  showing  date  of  receipt,  month,  year,  day,  no. 
cf  receipt,  from  whom  received, ^and  on  tax  account,'  and  all  other 
accounts.    No  inaex.    Hdw.    638  pp.  16  x  11  x  2. 

162.  RECORD  RECEIPT  OTHER  THAN  TAXES,  1911  —  .     2  vols.  (1-2). 
Record  of  cash  receipts  other  than  taxes,  showing  date  of  receipt,  from 
whom,  received,  to  v.hat  account,  and  amount^.    Arr.  chron.    Haw.    400  pp. 
16  x  12  x  2. 


Treasurer 

Roceipts  and  Disbursements (continued) 

163.  APPROPRIATION  AND  DISBURSEMENT,  1911-14.     3  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  appropriations  and  disbursements  for  county  expenses,  showing 
day,  month,  year,  no.  of  warrant,  name  of  fund,  and  amount  of  expense. 
Wo  index*    Hdw.    640  pp.  19  x  16  x  3. 

164.  LEDGER,  1841 — .    3  vols.    Title  Varies:     Treasurer  Ledger. 


Record  of  warrants,  .  shqwing  date,  warrant  no.,  amount  of  currant,  receipt 
no.,  source,  amount  of  receipt,  and  balance.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp. 
18  x  15  x  2. 

165.  DISBURSEMENT  RECORD,  1904-24.    6  vols.  (l-6)A 

Record  of  disbursements,  showing  date  and  no.  of  warrant,  name  of  fund, 
amount  of  warrant,  and  total.    No  index.    Hdw.     600  pp.  17  x  14  x  3. 

166.  REGISTER  OF  uARRANTA  AND  DEPOSITORY  RECORD,  1925-35.     2  vols. 


Record  of  ".'.arrant s  and  depositories,  showing  no.  of  fund,  amount  of 
warrsoit,  date  redeemed,  name  of  depository,  and  ledger  and  page  number. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    502  pp.  17  x  15  x  5. 

167.    QUIETUS,  1936—.    1  file  box. 
Quiotus  from  state  auditor  to  treasurer  for  money  paid  state,  showing' 
quietus  no.,  dare,  amount,  end  source.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  12. 


(2-3). 


XVI-    BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

The  educational  system  of  Indiana  had  its  beginning  back  in  1618; 
and  since  then  it  has  undergone  several  changes. 

The  legislature  in  1613  provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  county 
corjiassioncrs  of  a  superintendent  of  schools  for  each  congressional 
township.  (1) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1824  the  school  system  was  administered 
by  three  tov.-nship  school  trustees,  who  were  elected.  (2) 

The  school  administrator  system  Y/as  changed  by  the  legislature 
in  1535;  by  this  new  act  the  election  of  a  school  commissioner  was 
provided,  (5) 

In  1852  the  legislature  provided  for  a  board  of  trustees  to  act 
as  the  township  school  trustees.  (4) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1865  three  school  trustees  were  elected 
by  the  common  council  to  administer  the  school  system  in  addition  to 
the  township  trustees.  (5) 

By  an  act  of  1873  the  county  board  of  education  was  created.  The 
board  was  comprised  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  the  town- 
ship trustees  of  the  county,  and  the  school  trustees  of  each  city  and 
town  of  the  county.  (6) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1677  the  membership  of  the  board  was 
changed  to  consist  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  the  town- 
ship trustees,  and  the  chairmen  of  school  trustees  of  each  city  and 
town.  (7) 

The  duties  of  the  board  arc  to  take  care  of  the  general  needs  of 
the  schools,  maintenance  of  school  property,  and  purchase  of  furniture, 

(117) 
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books,  nape,  charts,  and  other  supplies.  (3)    Its  pov/ers  also  include 


appointment  of  a  county  attendance  officer  upon  nomination  of  the 
county  superintendent f  (9)    The  board  also  siay  purchase  text  books  fron 
publishers  and  sell  them  to  pupils  at  coot.  (10) 


xhe 

inception  dat 

e  of  this 

board 

in  hashing!; on  County  is  1673. 

(1) 

Acts 

1318,  ch.  49, 

sec.  1 « 

(7)  Acts  1B73,  1877,  Bums 

(2} 

Acts 

1824,  ch.  97,. 

sees.  1, 

2. 

28-801. 

(3) 

Acts 

1833,  ch.  70, 

sec.  3. 

(8)  tlbid.) 

u 

Acts 

1352,  ch.  90, 

sec.  4. 

(S)  Acts  1921,  1932  spc.  sess.; 

(5) 

Acts 

1865,  ch.  1, 

sees.  4, 

5. 

2urns  28-501. 

(6) 

Acts 

1865,  ch.  25, 

sec.  8. 

(10)  Acts  1921,  3urns  28-615. 

ho  records  could  bo  found. 


/ 


XVII.    SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Ey  legislative  enactment  in  1873  a  county  superintendent  of  schools 
was  provided  for,  to  bo  appointed  by  the  tov/nship  to  serve  for  a  tern  of 
tv.'o  years,  (l) 

In  1899  an  act  of  the  legislature  lengthened  the  terra  of  office 
of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  to  four  years  and  also  provided 
that  he  be  elected  by  the  township  trustee.    He  must  post  a  bond  with 
the  auditor  to  insure  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  prescribed 
by  lav.-.  (2) 

The  superintendent  exercises  general  supervision  of  the  schools 
of  Washington  County.    Ee  visits  each  township  institute  once  each 
school  yeer  and  conducts  teachers'  institutes.    He  carries  out  the  orders 
of  the  state  board  of  education  and  the  state  superintendent  of  public 
instruction.   (5)    He  makes  out  the  basis  of  apportionment  of  school' 
revenues  from  the  enumeration.  (4)    He  recieves  statements  for  school  aid 
relief  from  school  and  township  trustees.  (5)    Ee  is  ex-officio  member  end 
president  of  the  board  of  education,  (c) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  V/ashington  County  is  1873. 
All  the  records  are  located  on  the  second  floor  storage  room  in  the  court- 
housej  unless  otherwise  stated. 

(1)  Acts  1875,  ch.  25,  sec.  2,  (4)  Acts  1865;  Burns  28-715. 

(2)  Acts  1899,  1911,  1913;  (5)  Acts  1953;  Burns  28-905, 
Burns  28-702.  (6)  Acts  1873,  1877;  Bums 

(3)  Acts  1899,  Burns  28-704.  28-801* 


(119) 


Superintendent  of  Schools 
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Activities  and  Reports 

166.     TOWNSHIP  SCHOOLS  ANNUAL  AlTD  STATISTICAL  REPORTS.  1933—. 

/J 

3  vols. 

Record  of  receipts  and  expenditures  showing/  cash  "balance  at  the  beginn* 
ing  of  the  fisical  year,  revenue  receipts,  name  of  reporting  township, 

oonds,  temperory  loans,  total,  special  tuyition,  and  bond  or  sinking 

/ 

receipts.    No  index.    Hdv;.  >  5C0  pp.  11  x  8  x  ifii    Supt.  off. 

169.  LEDGER,  1922-26.     2  vols. 

Record  of  all  apropriations  and  exoenses  for  the  schools,  shoving/  names 

A  /  II 

of  teachers,  date,  salaries  and  expenses.  Indexed  aloh.  by  name£ of  /teacher.^ 
Edw.     269. ''po.  14  x  9  x  1. 

170.  REQUISITION  FOR  SCHOOL  BOOKS.    1897-98.    1  vol. 

Record  of  books  sold  for  use  in  schoolm  showing  kind  of  book,  number, 

price,  name  of  county  superintendent  and  number  of  books  sold.    No  index. 

) 

Edw.     195  pp.  12  x  9  x  1. 

171.  COUNTY  SUPERINTEDKN^  REPORT  SCHOOL  BOONS  SOLD,  1890-1907. 

A 

5  vols.  (i-5). 

Record  of  all  books  sold,  showing  name  of  school,  name  of  dealerys,  copy 
books  and  total  amount.    Indexed  alph.  by  name;  of  township.    Hdv.-.  295 
pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

C.fZ^.  .   '  X 

TEACHERS 


172.    RECORD  OF  INSTITUTES,  1908—.     2  vols. 
Record  of  institutes  held  each  year  for^h'e  teachers,  showing  daxe,  name 
of  superintendent,  number  of  days  in  session,  ^recjord"cf  minutes^  and  date 
adjourned.    No  index.    Hdv.    300  pp.  14  x  9  x  1. 
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i 

173.  T BACKERS  EXAKEKATIOH  RECORD,  1890-1924.     3  vols, 

i  -.. 

1093-21,  missing.    Title  varies. 
Record  of  examinations  held  for  teachers,  shov/ing  date  of  examination, 
name  of  teacher^  attending',  average  in  percent^  and  length  of  tine  of 
license  i-s-cttcd.    No  index.    Edw.    105  pp.  14  z  9  x  1. 

174.  SCHEDULES  OF  SUCCESS  ITEMS,  1907—.     29  vols. 

; 

Record  of  teachers  standing  of  success  in  their  duties,  showing  name  of 

teacher,  date,  term,  city  and  tov/n,  and  schedule  of  accomplishments. 

,  J 

indexed.',  alph.  by  name  of  teacher".    Edvr.    79  pp.  11  x  7  x  g.    19  vols., 

1907-26  stg.  rm. ;  10  vols.  1926—.  supt.  off. 

) 

PUPILS 

175..  RECORD  OF  GRADUATE^' OF  DISTRICT  SCHOOLS,  1686—.    4  vols.  (1-4) 
Record  of  graduates  for  each  school  year,  showing  name  of  graduare,  a^e, 
district,  township,  date  of  diploma,  month,  day,  year,  general  average, 
and  name  of  superintendent.     Indexed  alph.  by  name} of  graduate;''  Edvr. 

159  pp.  14  x  9  x  1.     3  vol sa,  15 86-1 911,  stg.  rm. ;  1  vol.  1911— /*"  Supt. 

7  J         '  I 


XVIII.    HEALTH  COiftHSSIONER 


Ey  legislative  enactment  in  1381  the  county  board  of  health 
was  established  and  was  required  to  elect  a  secretary  who  acted  as  the 
health  officor  for  each  tcv.n  and  city,  end  the  county,  (l) 

In  1691  the  legislature  amended  the  act  of  1881  and  enlarged  the 
duties  of  the  health  officer  who  acted  through  the  board  of  health,  (2) 

The  health  cornrdssioner  v/as  provided  for  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature in  1909,    He  is  elected  by  the  county  cozxiis  si  oners  to  serve 
for  a  four-year  tern,  (3;    The  health  commissioner  nust  be  a  licensed 
physician.  (4) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  health  corxr.issioner  to  enforce  the  health 
laws;  to  record  and  report  the  vital  statistics,  such  as  births,  deaths, 
and  carriages;  to  rr.aice  sanitary  inspections  of  all  public  and  private 
buildings  in  regard  to  sources  of  diseases;  to  establish  quarantine 
and  take  all  reasonable  neons  to  protect  the  public  health;  to  close 
schools  and  churches  and  to  prohibit  public  assembles  to  prevent 
epidemics.  (5) 

The  inception  date  of  Che  Pocofdb  lu  thia  ofrioo  i*i  Wuohiiig-woi* 
County  is  1891*    -nil  the  records  arc  located  in  Dr.  luitchall's  off.j 
E,  Market  and  High  8-    .     Jalem,  Ind.,  unless  otherwise  stated. 


(1)  1581  I^ev.  Stat. j  sec, 
4903.  - 

(2)  Acts  1891;  oh.  15,  sec.  0, 

(3)  Acts  1891,  190C;  3ums 
35-103, 


(4)  Acts  1891,  1909;  Buns 
35-110, 

(5)  .'.cts  1891,  1909;  3ums 
35-111. 


(122) 
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Vital  Statistics 

17(3.    BIRTH  RECORDS,  1382—.    18  vols. 

Record  of  births,  showing  name  of  child,  date,  place  of  birth,  sex, 

i  ..  ".u  »t;ai£  Lr.j  ~  -  ctfi" 

single;  multiple  birth,  parents  names,  residence,  race,  color,  birth, 

\  "  jJ 

place,  and  post  office.    Indexed  alph,  by  name}  of  child V   Hdvr.    79  pp. 

18  x  12  x  1  3/4. 

177.    RECORD  RETURKS  OF  MARRIAGE,  1382-1911.    4  vols. 

Record  of  marriage  returns  Tiled  and  sieved  by  per  son1}  per  forming 
cermoniesj  shovring  record  no",/  number^oX  license-;  date,  to  v/hom 

issued,  name,  residence  and  occupation  of  groom,  place  of  birth,  race, 

J  V 
color,  and  the  same  information  for  bride,    Arr .  by  record  no.  Hdw. 

319  pp.  13  x  12  x  lj. 

For  other  records,  see  entry  13-22. 

173.    RECORD  OF  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (BOARD  OF  HEALTH),  1382-1923. 
12  vols. 

Record  of  contagious  diseases  under  quarantine,  showing  date, .name, 

j 

address,  sox,  age,  kind  of  disease,  name  of  doctor,  no,  in  family, 

i  * 
and  fcwp*    Indexed  alph.  by  namcJof  patient^'  Hdvr.    473  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

179.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  RECORD,  1931—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  each  students'?  healths!  A.chuulu  iiijiip,.  showing  name,        , -f 

address,  date  of  birth,  color,  sex,  height,  weight,  ,  weight,  eyesi  Co-*--*  — 

r  » 

ears,  and  physician's  examination.    Indexed  alph,  by  name-'of  twp.^ 
75  pp.  3  x  5  x  1,    C,C,,  nurses1  off. 

180.  SCHOOL  RECORDS ,  1934—.    1  vol. 
*2ecrSfct  of  list  of  t)fe  materials  "^hb  students  use,  showing;  lead  pencils, 


ink: 


k,  paper,  and  crayons .etc.    No  index,    Hdvr.    50  pp.  8x5x1. 


0.  3.,  nurse's  off. 
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Vital  Statistics  (continued) 

» 

131.    TUBERCULOUS  CLING  RECORD,  1952—.    1  vol. 

ft  * 

Record  of  individual  patients  attending  clinic,  shelving  name  of  patient, 
ar;e,  color,  sex,  addrocs  and  name  of  patient's  parent*    Ho  index. 
Hdv.-.    60  pp.  S  x  5  x  1.    C.C.,  nurse's  off. 

18f:.    RECORD  0?  BURIAL  PERMITS,  1387-1000.    1  vol. 
Record  Dfburial  perr.iits,  shov/in£  date,  record  no,,  name  of  deceased, 
sex,  color,  a^e,  date  of  death,  birthplace . of  deceased,  cause,  cemetery 
lot  number,  naae  and  post  office  address  of  undertaker*    Arr.  numerically 
fry.rnrgril  pvffipr*   Hdw.   199  pp.  13  x  12  x  2. 


XIX.    BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
(see  also  entry  7) 


The  board  of  public  welfare  o. 


f  '.."c.shington  County  consists  of  five 


persons  having  a  recognized  interest  in  and  knowledge  of  the  pr  obi  eras 


of  public  welfare.    The  board  is  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit 
court;  at  least  two  members  must  be  women  and  not  more  than  three  members  ^«o^» 


Subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  department  of 
public  welfare,  the  county  board  is  charged  with  the  administration  of 
assistance  to  dependent  children  in  their  ov.n  homes,  old  age  assistance, 
services  and  assistance  to  persons  otherwise  handicapped,  the  care  and 
treatment  of  dependent,  neglected,  and  handicapped  children,  children  in 
danger  of  becoming  delinquent,  and  other  welfare  activities  as  may  be 
delegated  to  it  by  the  state  department  of  public  welfare,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  including  services  connected  with    assistance  to 
the  blind.  (2) 

The  director,  who  is  appointed  by  the  board  of  public  welfare  of 
V/ashington  County  under  the  supervision  of  the  circuit  court,  performs 
the  junctions  of  probation  officer  and  agent  of  the  court.  (3) 

A  board  of  ohildrens'  guardians.,  which  was  established  in  1393  to 
care  for  neglected  children,  was  abolished  by  the  1935  act  and  juris- 
diction was  transferred  to  the  board  of  public  welfare.  (4) 

All  jxirisdiction  vested  in  county  boards  pertaining  to  welfare  work 
was  transferred  to  the  board  of  public  welfare  in  1936.  (5) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  IVashington  County  is  1935. 


be  adherents  of  any  one  political  party,  (l) 


(125) 


■  <.... rd  of  Public  -'•elf arc  126 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  welfare  office  in  the  courthouse. 


(l)  Acts  1956  spc.  sess.;  Burns, 


(4)  Acts  1936;  Burns,  1336 
suppl.,  52-1121. 

(5)  Acts  1936;  Burns,  1936 
suppl.,  52-1408. 


1356  suppl.,  52-1118. 
(2)  Acts  1956  spc.  sess.;  Burns, 


1356.,  52-1120. 


(3)  Acts  1336;  Burns,  1336 


suppl.,  52-1119,  52-1120. 


183.     (iQCKpTgS  OF  BOARD  OF  WELFARE, )  1936—.  1  vol. 


Record  of  minutes  of  meetings  of  ^hef  county  board  of  welfare,  showing 
date,  place  of  meeting,  subjects  discussed,  name > of  members  of  board, 


1 ' 


and  adjcrament.    -^rr.  chron.    Typed. •  150  pp.  16  x  9  x  2. 

184.     (LSinJTES  OF  BOARD  OF  CHILBREH 1 S  GUARDIANS )T  1919-55.     2  vols. 
Record-of  'the  (minutes  of  meetings  of  the  choldren's  of  guardians,  show- 
ing date,  place  of  meeting,  names  of  members  of  board,  name  of  members 
present,  subjects  discussed,  and  adjornmont.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     10Q  pp. 


185.     (REGISTER  OF  APPLICANTS  FOR  OLD  AGE,  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN, 
BLIND),  1936—.     1  vol. 
Record  of  register  of  applications  for  old  age,  dependent  children  and  b 


appl i cation- no-.  ,  names,  sex,  nev/  application,  previous  rejection  and 


9  x  15  x  2. 

186.     (RECOMMENDATION  RECORD).  1936—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  recommendations  and  actions  of  county  board  of  public  welfare 
as  to  rejections,  awards  and  revocations,  showing  application^  name  of 


8  x  8l. 
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applicant,  reeommefldattpns ,^s&ti cmst  date,  amount  and  certificate  no. 
Arr.  chron.    Typed,     125  pp.  12"  x  14  xlg. 

187.     (RECORD  OF  ASSISTANCE  GIVSH),  1936—.     1  vol. 
Record  of  assistance  given  dependent  children,  aged  /and  blind,  showing 
date,  code  no.,  application  no.',  date  of^allowancc,  amount  of  allov/ancc, 
name  of  applicant,  and  number  of  children.    Arr.  by  warrant  number. 
Typed.    150  pp.  9  x  14  x  2. 

18&.    (allowance  for  assistance),   1955—.   1  vol. 

Record  of  monthly  allowance  for  assi stance  to  dependent  children  in 
custody  of  relatives,  showing  code  ne.,  se-r-ial— nor",  application  no.-^j 
name  of  payee,  address,  amount  eligible  for  federal  aid,  and  amount  of 
warrant.    Arr.  by  applicant  number.     150  pp.  17  x  12  x  lg# 
159.     ('..ELFARE  CLAIllS),  1956—.     1  vol^. 

Record  of  all  claims  filed  and  approved  and  wax  rant:,  issued,  shov.-ing  date 

j 

filed,  payee,  amount,  date,  amount  paid,  appropriation  chargeable,  account 
chargeable,,  and  warrant  issued  by  auditor.    Arr.  by  claim  no.  Typed. 

200  pp.  12  x  14  x  2. 

i  °,o 

1&9..     (REPAYMENT  OF  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE),  1935—.     1  vol. 
Record  of  receipts  for  repayment  of  public  assistance,  showing  county, 
from  whom  received,  code  and  serial  nos.,  sum  repaid  and  reason.  Arr. 
by  receipt  no.     Typed.    150  pp.  9  x  17  x 


XX.  SUEVETOH 

Tho  county  surveyor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a 
term  of  1    .  /oars  Y/itiieut  restriction  on  roo lection*  (1)    Ho  zaust  give 
bond  in  a  i  urn  fi^od  by  the  board  of  county  cornoissionors.  (2) 

Tho  surveyor  has  charge,  under  direction  of  tho  county  commissi  oners, 
of  all  surveying  and  civil  engineering  v.-erk  of  the  county,  including  tho 
preparations  of  plans,  and  specifications  for,  and  supervision  of  the 
construction  of  all  bridges,  turnpikes  or  other  roads,  ditbhes,  drains 
and  levioc.  (3)    He  also  has  charge  of  the  repair  and  maintenance  of 
county  highv.-ays,  (4)  unless  the  county  comissionors  erploy  a  highway 
supervisor*  (5) 

For  private  parties,  he  takes  ac'^na.Tledgnents  of  nortga^es  and 
deods  for  the  conveyance  of  real  estate,  (6)  and,  upon  request,  establishes 
linos  and  corners  of  lands  and  lots*  (7) 

The  surveyor  nay  enpioy  deputy  surveyors  to  assist  in  performing 
tho  engineering  duties  of  the  office*  (8) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  V.'achington  County  is  1817* 
All  the  rocords  are  located  in  the  surveyor's  vault  in  the  courthouse* 

(1)  Const.,  art*  5,  seoo  2;  1  Rev*  (5)  Acts  1S33;  Burns  36-1113 • 
Stat*  1352;  Bums  49-3301*  (6)  1  Rev*  Stat*  1352,  Acts  1357; 

(2)  Acts  1913;  Eurns  49-3302*  Burns  49-3317* 

(3)  1  Rev*  S.at.  1352,  Acts  1911;  (7)  1  Rov.  Stat*  1852,  Act3  1375; 
Burns  49-3309*  Burns  49-3311* 

(4)  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1101.  (S)  Acts  1691,  1899*  Burns  49-3306* 


(128) 


Surveyor 


123 


Surveys  and  Reports 


191*    SURVEYORS  RECORD,  1830—  •    2  vols 


Title  varies: 


Surveyors  Record  of  Comers. 


Record  of  surveyor,  shov/ing  corners  in  tv/ps.  and  rondos,  locating  the_ 
comors  in  center  of  sections,  with  plats,  name  of  tv/p.,  and 
description  of  land.    Arr.  chron.    Edvr.    850  pp.  13  2  8  z  8g. 

192.    FIELD  tfOISo,  l'30S-32.    5  vols.    1807-63,  1370-31,  missing. 
Record  of  tho^CHntyJ.ocatizig  quarter  sections,  and  comer  markings, 


shovring  dato  of  survey,  surveyor's  name,  and  description  of  land. 
Arr.  "by  section  number.    Edvr.    50  pp.  19  x  17  X  1. 


195.    SPECIFICATION  ROAD  AMD  3RIDGS,  1924-53.    1  vol. 
Record  of  petitions  for  roads,  bridges  and  drainage,  sheaving 
engineer's  estimates,  specifications,  names  of  petitioners,  dates, 
coots  of  materials,  and  total  costs.    T,o  index.    Edvr.    295  pp.  15  x  9  x  3. 

194.  DRAINAGE  RECORD,  1890-1930.    1  vol. 

Record  of  petitions  for  drainage,  shov.dng  date,  name  of  ditch,  no., 
location,  depth  of  ditch,  no#  of  feet  in  length,  date  vrhen  excavated, 
by  vd:om,  and  total  costs.    No  index.    Edvr.    252  pp.  17  x  15  x  5. 

195.  EIGE..VA'^,  1906—.    7  file  boxes. 


Record  of  all  highv.nys,  chcrring  location,  no.  of  miles,  cost,  date  of 
construcvio-i,  material  used,  labor  performed,  names  of  workers,  and 
total  costs.    Ho  indexo    10  x  5  x  12. 

196.    TOV.'I^S,  1906-51.    6  file  boxes© 
Record  of  streets  and  their  improvement .  in  terras,  showing  location  of 
tovra,  location  of -street,  material  used,  and  total  costs    No  index. 


Construction,  Plans  and  Specifications 


/ 


10  x  5  x  12.    Sur.  off. 


XXI.    HIGHWAY  SUPERVISOR 


In  pioneer  tines  the  roads  were  maintained  by  the  local  authorities. 
The  citizens  usually  worked  out  their  road  t rotes  by  giving  a  certain 
number  of  days  labor,  furnishing  their  own  teams,    "he  township  road 
superintendent  had  charge  of  the  work  performed*    This  system  prevailed 
for  nearly  a  half  a  century. 

In  1379  the  legislature  constituted  the  county  commissioners,  a 
board  of  turnpike  directors,  each  serving  as  supervisor  in  his  own 
district,  (l)    In  1913  the  county  highways  were  placed  in  charge  of 
a  superintendent  of  highways,  who  was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners 
for  a  tern  of  two  yeors.    Sone  records  bear  his  name  and  title.  This 
office  was  established  in  1913,  (2)  and  abolished  March  1933,  (3)  and 
tho  power  and  duties  conferred  on  the  surveyor^  (4) 

In  order  to  provide  for  necessary  supervision  of  highways  in 
counties  warranting  nore  attention  than  the  surveyor  can  give,  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  has  the  right  to  appoint,  at  its  option,  a 
highway  supervisor  whore  torn  of  office  is  discretionary  with  the  board 
of  county  commissioner 5 *  (5)    The  board  of  commissioners  of  Washington 
County  has  appointed  a  highway  supervisor. 

The  highway  supervisor  oversees  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  all 
highways,  bridges,  and  culverts  of  tho  county,  (o)  and  has  authority 
to  fix    the  limits  of  loans  carried  over  them*  (7)    he  must  attend  the 
annual  read  school  at  Purdue  University.  (S) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Washington  County  is  1S35. 


(130) 
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1'ho  records  arc-  located  in  the  purveyor's  of  lice  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1370,  eh.  115,  sec.  1.  U)  Acts  1033;  Burns  36-1110. 

(2)  Acts  1S13,  ch.  350,  ccc.  1.  (s)  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1105. 

(3)  Acts  1355;  Burns  36-1115,  (7;  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1102. 
(■I)  Acta  1935;  Burns  36-1101.  (3)  Acts  1933;  Burns  56-1110. 


197.    SUP(ERINTEK)T  HIGHWAY  RECORD,  1914— »    8  vols.  (l-3)« 
Record  of  work  performed' on  county  highways,  siiov/lns  pay  roll,  raaterial 
cost,  date,  nane  of  vendor,  and  court  cost.    Arr.  chron.    IL&vr.    252  pp. 
17  x  15  x  3. 


XXII.    AGSICtfLTURAL  AC-E1TT 

The  office  of  agricult     il  agent  was  created  by  the  legislature 
in  1313.    'This  act  provide.-    jhat  an  agent  should  be  appointed  when 
petitioned  for  by  the  res.'     nts  of  the  county,  (l) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1937  the  office  of  agricultural  agont 
was  created  for  every  Indiana  county.     The  agricultural  agent  is  appoint- 
ed  by  the  director  of  agricultural  extension  service  of  Purdue  University, 
subject  Wfc) the  approval  of  a  state  board,  entitled  county  agricultural 
agents  board.    The  qualifications  of  the  agricultural  agent  are  prescrib- 
ed by  the  board. 

The  county  council  is  required  to  appropriate  not  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars  annually  to  be  used  in  paying  office  help,  expenses  of 
the  agent,  mileage,  rent,  or  other  incidental  expenses.    The  salary  of 
the  agricultural  agent  is  paid  by  the  state  through  Purdue  University. 

The  duties  of  the  agricultural  agent,  under  the  supervision  of 
Purdue  University,  are  to  cooperate  with  movements  for  the  advancement 
of  agricultural  and  county  life,  with  farriers'  institutes,  farriers1 
clubs,  and  other  rural  and  civic  organizations j  conduct  practical  farm 
demonstrations,  boys'  and' girls'  clubs  and  contest  work-,  give  advice  to 
farmers  on  practical  farm  problems;  and  aid  the  superintendent  of  schools 
and  the  teachers  of  the  county  in  giving  practical  education  in  agricul- 
tural and  domestic  science.  (2) 

3y  an  act  of  1231  the  home  demonstration  agent,  -.Those  v.-ork  is 
supplemental  to  that  of  the  agricultural  agent,  v;as  created.  (5) 

(1)  Acts  1013,  1923,  1227;  Burns  (2)  Acts  1937,  ch.  22d.  sec.  2. 

28-4911.  (5)  Acts  1931,  Burns  28-5S27. 


(132) 
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Reports 

103.   ion  conservation,  10:5— .   2  vols. 

Report  of  agent,  showing  cooper      an  with    oil  Conservation  Service, 

ring  nc~.o  of  owner,  operator      r  ienaat,  location  of  farm,  and  type 
of  worR.    No  index*     Typed.     24  pp.  12  x  3  n  :-. 

199.  SOIL  CONSERVATION  IN  D013STIC  ALLOTMEKT J  ACT,  1932—.    1  folder. 
Record  of  all  farms  in  county,  showing  tv.p.,  crop  and  non-crop  acreage, 

and  na:;ne  of  owner,  operator,  or  tenant.  Indexed  alph.  by  title^of  subjects. 
25  x  12  x  12. 

200.  PURDUE  NEWS,  SERVICE,  1035-36.     1  vol. 

Bulletins  issued  by  Purdue  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  showing 
result  of  various  experiments  in  latest  agricultural  growing  ncthods. 
No  index.    Typed.    GO  pp.  12  x  S  x  2. 

201.  WHEAT  CONTROL,  1932—.     1  folder. 

Form  program  of  corn,  tobacco,  and  vheat  association,  showing  contract 
v.-ith  farmer  to  reduce  their  acreage,  name  of  owner,  operator  or 
tenant,  and  acreage.    Arr.  alph.  by  titie^of  subjects.    25  x  12  x  12. 

202.  CORK  -  HOG  CONTROL  ASSOCIATION,  1034—.    5  vols. 

Record  of  excess  oora.  hogs,  failure    to  meet  corn  and  hog  production, 
and  ensilage  requirements.    No  index.    Typed.    50  pp.  12  x  8  x 

203.  TOBACCO  CONTROL  ASSOCIATION,  1933—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  tobacco  production,  showing  name  of  producer,  e-coss  product- 
ion, amount  of  payment,  and  for:,:  of  payment.    No  index.    Typed.    75  pp. 

X  t,    A    w    A    O  • 

204.  LIVE  STOCK  MARKET  ASSOCIATION,  1935—.    1  folder. 
Record  of  dairy  herd  association,  bangs  disease  contracts,  poultry, 


Agricultural  Agent  134 
Reports  (continued) 


fioc*:  demonstration,  grow.,  healthy/  pullot  program,  gold  metal,  sheep, 
colt,  and  ton  letter  <     b,  farm  records,  rural  electrification,  cut one - 


em 


logy,  insects,  farm  c     >s,  forestry,  horticultural,  and  soil  testing. 
No  index.    25  ::  12  x  12. 

3 

205.    FAZ:  RECORDS,  1925.     2  vols. 
Record  of  ail  farm  products  in  county,  and  sale  values.    No  index. 
Typed.    60  pp.  12  ::  10  x  2. 

205.    HOME  3C0::0:iICS  CLUB,  1930—  •    5  vols. 
Record  of  cooperative  work  in  agriculture  and  homo  economics,  including 
house  furnishing,  decorating,  home  equipment,  and  labor  saving  devices, 
appliances,  and  purchasing.    No  index.    Typed.    60  pp.  12  :c  10  x  2. 

207.    4-H  CLUB,  1935—.    Z  folders. 

Record  of  4H  Club  work,  showing  reports  in  sewing,  cooking,  canning 

n  •  ^ 

calsccs,  and  baby  beef  records.    Arr.  alph.  by  titled  of  subjects. 
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